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PREFACE. 



Ill an age so prolific in works of IochI history as ours, no 
apology need be offered for publishing this History of Lowell. 
Sncceasors of the Pawtucket and Waraesit Indian"! — heirs of the 
fowndcra of American Maisufecturea, — contemporaries of the men 
of the "Legion of Honor," who went hence to defend the Na- 
tionality of America, and who, dying on the field of battle have 
risen to enduring renown; — the people of Lowell are to diy in 
possession of a certain body of memories and tnditious not 
ciirrcnt elsewhere, but kept alive here by local associdtions, by 
the presence of historical objects, and by the local press 

Of these memories and traditions Lowell is justly proud. 
From them her people receive an educational stimulus not to be 
despised. She would no more part with these local veralnts- 
cencos than Plymouth would part with her Pilgrim history; or 
than New York would forget those Knickerbocker memories, 
among which the genius of Irving is enshrined forever. 

To gather and embalm all that seemed most v^tiable in this 
heritage of memories and trad.itionB, has been the object of the 
present work, which covers the whole period from the discovery 
of the Merriiiiac-k River by De Moots, in 1603, to the year of 
Grace 186S. 

The lirst edition, or rather the original germ, of this work, 
was published in 1856. With the aid of a mass of materials 
laboriously gathered during the last twelve years, I may hope 
that the value of the work has been greatly increased. The 
narrative has been thoroughly revised, and very much enlarged. 

Several engravers of established reputation were employed 
to esecnte illustrative cuts. Many of these are well done ; bnt 
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some are so bndlj executed that, perhaps, an apology is due 
for their insertion in these pages ; and others have been rejected 
altogether. 

Materials were at hand for a much larger volume, or even for 
several volumes; but I have aimed to be concise, — considering 
Moses, who, in two lines, chronicled the creation of a world, 
(pace Colenso,) a much better model for the local annalist than 
he who filled several volumes with the burning of a Bmnswick 
Theatre. 

How to I have sntceedcd In the accomplishment of this self- 
imposed task, my readers must judge; and they will form the 
most charitable judgments, who best appreciate the great diffi- 
culties under which such a task must be prosecuted. If I have 
not wholly Hilled of my purpose, the work will possess attrac- 
tions for all who are identified with Lowell, and perchance may 
descend to the Lowelllana of the Future, and be read with inter- 
est hereafter, when he who wrote it shall have passed away. 

Tiii: AuTiioit. 

March 4th, 1868. 
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CHAPTEE I. 



Qeolosy of tha Merrlmact-Discmerj of the 
plain— Concord River— Indian Reodeivooi 
QooklD— Blllerica— OhElcosfora- WarnenU 



Hbrodotds. with fine felicity, calls Egjpt a gift from the 
Nile. In a similar sense, Lowell may be ealied a gift from 
the Merrimack. Her history, also, may be well begun with 
that noble artery of nature, tbe waters of which move the 
great wheels of her Industry. 

Long after America was upheaved from tbe bosom of tbe 
Atlantic, a chain of lakes occupied the valleys of the Merri- 
mack and its tributaries, from the mountains to the sea. 
Proofs of this appear in tbe alluvial formation of these valleys, 
the shapes of their basins, their outlets, their different levels, 
and the stratified character of the soil. One of these lakes 
extended westward from Pawtucket Palls ; and the limits of 
several others may be easily defined." But long before the 
dawn of history, and probably long before man appeared on 
the earth, the attrition of the waters in the channels of these 
lates, by widening and deepening their outlets, gradually 
diminished their depth, and at length left their basins dry. 



• Potter's Maneliester, p. 24; Fox's Dunatable, p. 8 
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14 aiSTOBY or lowbli,. 

The draining of these lakes increased the volume of water 
which the Merrimack rolled down to the main. 

The head of the Merrimack is at Franklin in New Hamp- 
shire, where the Winncpeaawkce, the outlet of the lake of that 
name, unites with the Pemigewasset, an artery of the White 
Mountains. Like all the great rivers on the Atlantic slope, 
the Merrimack pursues a southerly course. But aft«r follow- 
ing this course from Franklin to Tyngsborough, a distance of 
eighty miles, the Merrimack, unlike any other stream on the 
Atlantic, makes a detour to the north-east, and ewn runs a 
part of the way north-west. It is ohviously unnatural that, 
after approaching within twenty lailes of the head-waters of 
the Saugus, as the Merrimack does on entering Massachusetts, 
it should suddenly change its course, and pursue a circuitous 
route of more than forty miles to the sea. If the history of 
by-gone ages could be restored, we should probably find the 
Merrimack discharging its burden at Lynn, and not at New- 
bury port 

Changes like this, however, are not unfamiliar to geologists. 
Sometimes they have been caused by earthquakes, but more 
often, in these latitudes, by ice-gorges. ^^ Whether this deftec- 
tion in the course of the Merrimack was caused by subterra- 
nean convulsions, or by the formation in the old channel of an 
ice-blockade, cannot now be known ; but the fact of the change 



The discovery of the Merrimack took place under the auspi- 
ces of Henry the Fourth, commonly called Henry the Great, 
whose reign forms one of the most brilliant eras in the annals 
of France. In 1603, Pierre Du G-ua, Sieur de Monts, one of 
the ablest of the Huguenot chiefs, obtained a patent from this 
king, creating him Lieutenant-General and Vice-Admiral, and 
vesting in him the government of New France, which em- 
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braced all nur Eastern ami Middle States, together with the 
Dominion of Canada. On the seventh nf Maroh, 1604, De 
Monts sailed from Havre with an expedition for colonizing 
" Acadia," as his new dnminione were called. He arrived on 
the sixth of April, and began at once the great work of ex- 
ploration and settlement." While talking with the Indians on 
the bants of the river St. Lawrence, in the ensuing summer, 
he was told hy them that there was a beautiful river lying far 
to the south, which they called the Merrimack. f The follow- 
ing winter De Monts spent with his fellow-pioneers on the 
island of St. Croix, in Passamac[uoddy Bay, amid hardships as 
severe as those wLioh, sixteen years later, beset the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth. 

On the eighteenth of June, 1 G05, in a hark of fifteen tons, — 
having with him the Sienr de Champlain, several other French 
gentlemen, twenty sailors, and an Indian with his squaw, — De 
Monts sailed from the St. Croix, and standing to the south 
examined the coast as far as Cape Cod. In the course of this 
craisc, on the seventeenth of July, 1605, he entered the hay 
on which the city of Newburyport has since arisen, and dis- 
covered the Merrimack at its mouth. The Sieur de Cham- 
plain, the faithful pilot of Do Monts, and chronicler of hia 
voyages, has left a notice of this dieoovery in a work which 
ranks among the most romantic in the literature of the sea. 
In closing' this notice Champlain says: "Moreover, there is 
in this bay a river of considerable magnitude, which we have 
called Gua's River."f 

* Parkmon's rioncora of France in Ihe New Wor!d. 
t Selatioius des Jesuiia, 1604. 

t Vlvs itaea icells bay uiie rieiereqai eat fori spaciuese, laqulle awma nom- 
meUi Hriere dtt Gas iGtia].~PogageB enla NomieUf Framx, n 3. 1632, p. 80 
(Horrard UnlTeraity Library). In Potter'a Manchester, and Chase'a HaTerini, 
Caption Champlain WmeeK is orroneonaly credited wifh the dieaOTcry of the 
Merrimack. The romantic CHteer of Champialn, " the father of New Prance," 
is graptaicatly sketched by Dr. Parkman, In his Pioneers of France In the New 
World. Hia works arc soon to be published by the Uniserslty of LnBtlle. 
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Thus De Monts named the Merrimack from himBelf ; but 
the compliment waa not accepted. Eegardless of the name 
with which it was baptized by ita discoverer, the Merrimack 
clung, with poetic justice, to the name which it received from 
the Indians long before the flag of the Vice-Admiral floated 
over Newhuryport Bay, The visit of Admiral De Monts, like 
that of Capt. John Smith in 1014, was attended with no result. 
Other renowned names were yet to he inscribed on the list of 
the visitors of the Merrimack. But ita song waa the song of 
n'e brook : — 



The King had stipulated, in his patent of New France, that 
De Moats should establish in Acadia the Eoman Catholic 
creed, ("lafo^cathoUqiie,apostoliqueetromaine;") a singu- 
lar condition indeed, considering that De Monts was a Protest- 
ant, and that Henry himself waa only a "political Catholic." 
The Gxpenaes of the three expeditions which he sent to New 
France were ruinous to De Monts. Cabala were formed by his 
enemies ; neither the loftiest motives nor the finest abilities 
could save him ; and the tragic death of Henry by the dagger 
by Eavaillac, in 1610, completed his ruin as a public man. 
He died about theyear 1620. '^ 

In 1635, thirty years after the discovery of the Merrimack, 
the Concord, which the Indiana called the Musketaquid, as- 
sumed a place in civilized history; the fame of its grassy 
meadows and of the fish that awarmcd in its waters attracting 
settlers from England, who established themaelvea at Concord. J 

From a period too remote to be determined by either history 
or tradition, until after the great Indian Plague of 1617, 
Pawtucket Falls on the Merrimack, and Wamesit Palis on the 



t Thoreau'B Week on tbe Ooncorcl BndMerrimHck aiTers; Rsynold's Agri- 
cultural Survey of Middlesex County, in TraiiBactione of Mass. Society for 
Promoting Agiicniture, I8S9; SbHIlnok's Concord. 



oy Google 
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Concord, were the sites of popubna villages of Pawtaoket or 
Pennacook Indiaos, who, indeed, remained, though with 
greatly diminisheii imnibera, in the present territory of Lowell, 
forty years after the plague. Here, in spring-time, from all 
the circumjacent region, came thousands of the dusky sons 
and daughters of tho« forest, catching, with rude stratagem, 
their winter's store of fish. Here they sat in conclave round 
the council fire. Here they threaded the fantastic mazes of 
the dance. " Here was the war-whoop sounded, and the death- 
song sung ; and when the tiger strife was over, here curled 
the smoke of peace." 

The Pawtuckets, or Pennacooks, were among the most pow- 
erful tribes in New England, numbering, after the plague, 
several thousand souls. Their territory stretched almost from 
the Penobscot to the Connecticut, and included the whole of 
New Hampshire, a part of Massachusetts, and a part of Maine. 
At the head of this tribe, the first English settlers found the 
sagacious and wary Passaconaway, who, in 1644, after more 
than twenty years' observation of the progress of the English 
settlements, signed an agreement which ia still preserved, re- 
nouncing his authority as an independent chief, and placing 
himself and his tribe under the colonial authorities.^ 

In 1647, the Rev. John Eliot, ■' the Apostle of the Indians," 
began a series of missionary visits to this place, which were 
continued by him till the villages of Wamesit and Pawtacket 
ceased to be. In 16.56, Major-General Daniel Gookin was ap- 
pointed Superintendent of all the Indians under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Colony, among whom were the Indians living here. 
Thus a sort of Indian Bureau was established, not unlike the 
Freedmen's Bureau of a later day. The Apostle Eliot and 
Judge Gtookin won the entire confidence of the Indiana, being 
about the only white men that came among them who did not 
come to rob them. 

* I omit the detatls of tie Indian hUlory of Lowell, and refer the reader 
to my HistoTical lecture on the " MemorieB of the Indians and Ploneera" of this 
region, published, in pamphlet form, In 1882. 
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In 1652, Captain Simon Willard and Captain Edward 
Johnson, under a comniission from ttie colonial government, 
ascended the Merrimack in a boat, and surveyed the valley as 
far as Lake Winnepesawkee. A new impetus was given to 
the work of settlement, which, as early aa 1653, reached the 
vioioity of Lowell. On the twenty-ninth of May, 1655, the 
Gtcneral Court incorporated the town of Chelmsford, and also 
the town of Billerica.^ 

To secure the Indians from being dispossessed of their lands, 
on which they had erected substantial wigwams, made enclo- 
sures, and begun the business of agriculture, Eliot, in 1653, 
procured the passage of an act by the Gteneral Court, reserving 
a good part of the land on which Lowell now stands to the 
esclusive use of the Indians. The bounds of Chelmsford, and 
also of this Wamesit Indian Iteseryation, were modified and 
enlarged by the General Ceurt ml f! -tnl in 1660 About 
16G5, a ditch traces of which are still visiUe was cut to 
mark the b unds of the Indian reservation beg nu ng on the 
bank of the Mcriimaok dbove the Fills and running thence 
southerly easterly and northerly m a sem ircular line 
inoluding ab it twenty fi*e hundred acres and termma 
ting on the bank of tie Menimai-k about a mile below the 
mouth of the Concord 

The year 1 60 was signahzed ly an event claiming notice 
io this narrative tho"igh it is uncertain whetl er it t k place 
here or where Manchester now stin Is the retirement of Pis 
saconaway Burdened with the weight ot about f ur si-ore 
years, th s veterau ohief t*™ * fe'"*'^ 1 tl> ^B^ "^ude baniiuet 
which was attended by a vast cone urse of chiefs biaves and 
other Indians of every degree toLethtr with a rejresentat on 
of the new race that was now claiming the an lent abode of 
the red man Transteri ng h s sachemship to his son ^^ an 
nalaneet the old chi f mile a farewell address of whi(,h we 

• AllsD't Cbelrasford; Myrlcli'G Bi11«rka; Bsrber'e Hlatorical Collections. 
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have the following report, — which is, perhaps, as trustworthy 
as the reports of speeches in the pictared pages of Livy: — 

" I am now going the way of ail Hie earth; I am ready lo die, and not 
liliely to see you ever met together anj- more. I will now leave this word 
of eonnsel with you: Take heed how you quarrel with the RHglisli. Harken 
to tlie last words of your father and friend. The white men are the sons of 
the niomini:. The Great Spirit ia their father. His sun shines bright about 
them Nerer niak( war n ith them Sure as you li^httbe Dres tbebmathof 
heaven 1 1 turn the flame npon vou and destroy von 

The local sachem of this phce dur 
ing severil succee ling yeir=* was Nmap- 
how who was mjimed to one of P^ssa- 
iwi\ s ilaughtLrs Put m 106<> 
^\innalincet and the Indnns cf Con 
^ i.ord New Himpal ire ftaring an attick 
fi frnm the Mohawks came down the Mer 
I rimick in canoes tick up their abode at 
!j "ft -iinesit and built a fort for their pro 
I tectiOQ on thfc hill in Pclvidere ever 
:c called Tort Hill whi h they sur 
rounded with palisades The white settlers if the Yicinity 
participating m this diPid f the Mohawks shut thtmselves 
up m garnson hoa=ea 

In ir7i & okm computed the Lhristi'm Indiina thra la 
Wamesit at fifteen families or -Jevcnty five souh and the ^d 
herents uf the old faith or no faith at nearly two hundred 
more At this time the Indian magistrate Numph^w the 
archetjpe of TudjjL Locke and Judge Crosby held a monthly 
court taking cognizance of petty offences in a log cahm near 
the Boott Canal An Indian prea*,her Samuel imparted to 
his clansmen his own cnide yiewe of Christianity at weekly 
meetings in a log chapel mar the west end of Appletoo street 
In May of each year came Lliot and Gookin who held a court 
having jurisdiction of higher oftences and gave direction m 
all matters affecting the interests of the village Numphow e 
cahin was Gnokm s oourt house and Samuel s chapel was 
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Eliot's chuvch. Wannalaacet held hia court aa chief in a 
log cabin near Pawtuoket Falls. 

In 1675, came King Phillip's War, during whicli Wanna- 
lancet and our local Indiana, faithful to the eouusels of Pasea- 
conaway, either took part with the whites, or remained neutral. 
Their sufferings in consequence of this were most severe. 
Some of them were put to death by Phillip for exposing his 
designs ; some of them were put to death by the colonists as 
Phillip's accomplices ; some fell in battle in behalf of the 
whites ; while others fell victims to the iin discriminating hatred 
of the low whites, whose paseiona, on the least provocation, 
broke out with hellish fury against the "praying Indians." 
In n tan , in 1676, when all the able-bodied Indiana 
had fl d t Canada, and when six or seven aged Indiana, blind 
and lam w left here in wigwams, too infirm to be removed, 
a pa ty f ndrels from Chelmsford came to Wameait by 
n ght t fi t these wigwams and hurned all the invalids to 
d ath "tt hat is worse, so depraved was public sentiment 
during that period, these wanton and cowardly murderers were 
allowed to go unpunished. It waa impossible to find a jury 
liat would return a verdict of guilty againat a white man who 
had killed an Indian, no matter under what eircumatances of 
atrocity the murder had been committed. 

During this war the white settlers in this region were gath- 
ered for protection in garrisons. Billcrica escaped harm; but 
Chelmsford was twice visited by the partisans of Phillip, 
and several buildings were burned. Two sons of Samuel Var- 
num, living in what is now Dracut, were shot while crossing 
the Merrimack with their father in a boat. 

In April, 1676, Captain Samuel Hunting and Lieutenant 
James Richardson, under orders from the Governor and Coun- 
cil, erected a fort at Pawtucket Falls, in which a garrison was 
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placed, under command of Lieutenant Richardson. A month 
later, the garrison was reinforced, and Captain Thomas Hench- 
man placed in command. This put an effectual check to the 
incursions of Phillip's party in this part of the colony. 

When the war was over, and Waanalanoet returned to 
Wamesit with the remains of his trihe, he found his corn fields 
in the hands of the whites, and he himself a stranger in the 
land of his fathers. By order of the General Court, he and 
his people were placed on Wickasauke Island, in charge of 
Colonel Jonathan Tyng of Dnnatahle. In 1686, Colonel 
Tyng, Major Henchman, and others, purchased of Wannalan- 
cet and his tribe all their remaining lands in this region, leav- 
ing them only their rights of hunting and fishing. At length, 
after passing through various vicissitudes, and doing numerous 
acts of kindness in return for the injuries which the colonists 
had inflicted on him, Wannalancet joined the St. Francia tribe 
in Canada, and ended hia days among them. 

During the nine years of King William's War, which fol- 
lowed the English Revolution of 1688, the people of all the 
towns of this region again took refuge in forts and forti- 
fied houses. The fort at Pawtucket Falls was occupied by a 
garrison under command of Major Henchman. But tills did 
not entirely save them. On the first of August, 1092, a 
party of Indians, in league with the Trench in Canada, made a 
raid into Billerica, and killed eight of the inhabitants. On 
the fifth of August, 1695, a similar party made a raid into 
what is now Tewksbury, and killed fourteen of the people. A 
party of three hundred men, horse and foot, under Colonel Jo- 
seph Lynde, scoured all the neighboring country in vain, in 
search of the foe. From this officer, Lynde's Hill in Belvi- 
dere derives its name — he having fortified it, and for some time 
occupied it with his command. 

In 170!, the town of Draeut was incorporated. It contained 
twenty-five families, and had previously formed a part of 
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Chelmsford/' It took its name from a parist in Wales, the 
original home of the Varmims. 

Subsequent to the " "Wamesit Purchase," made by Tyng and 
Henchman, already mentioned, the lands of the Indian Reser- 
vation were purchased io small parcels by various persons, who 
settled upon them as upon other lands in Chelmsford. But in 
1725, when Samuel Pierce, who had his domicil on the Indian 
Eoservation, was elected a member of the General Court, he 
was refused his seat, on the ground that be was not an inhabi- 
tant of Chelmsford. Thereupon the people of East Chelms- 
ford, as Wamesit was then called, refused to pay taxes to 
Chelmsford; and to remedy this mischief, an act was passed 
annexing Wamesit to that town. 

On the twenty-ninth of October, 1727, occurred the greatest 
earthijualte ever known in this country. Walls and chimneys 
fell, and all the towns on the Merrimack BuSertd severely. 

In 1734, the General Court incorporated the town of Tcwks- 
bnry, the territory of which had previously hclonged to Bil- 
lerica. It took its name from the English parish of Tewks- 
bury, on the Severn, in Gloucestershire, so famous in history 
as the scene of one of the bloodiest battles in the "Wars 
of the lioses." There the partisans of the House of York, 
under Edward the Fourth, and the partisans of the House of 
Lancaster, under the Amazonian Margaret, Queen of Henry 
the Sixth, encountered each other's battle-axes for the last 
time. There, after the tattle, a Prince of Wales was barbar- 
ously murdered by two royal Dukes, There the glory of the 
royal House of Lancaster was eclipsed in blood. 

In 1745, occurred the siege and capture of Louishurg. To 
the army which Sir William Pepperell led from Massachusetts 
against that renowned fortress, belonged young John Ford, 
and perhaps others, from what is now Lowell. 

At the battle of Bunker. Hill, two companies of Chelmsford 
men, one under Captain John Ford, the other under Captain 
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Benjamin Walker, and one company composed largely of Dra^ 
cut men, under Captain Peter Colbum, were present, and ac- 
quitted themselves with credit. There are two traditions con- 
nected with this event which must not he lost, notwithstanding 
the gigantic battles of the late Rebellion have thrown all the 
engagements of the Ec volution into the shade. It ia said that 
when the first man in Ford's company fell, his comrades, then 
for the first time under five, were seized with panic ; but there- 
upon ono of Ford's officers began to sing Old Hundred in a 
firm voice, and this so reassured the men that they gave no 
further sign of panic. The other tradition of this battle is, 
that, just as the ammunition of the Americans was exhausted, 
and orders were given to retreat, a British officer mounted the 
breastworks, and, with a flourish of his sword, exclaimed, 
"Now, my boys, we have you." Hearing this, Captain Col- 
burn of Dracut picked up a atone, about the size of a ben's 
egg, and, throwing it with all his might, hit the officer in the 
forehead, knocking him down backwards. The Captain and 
his men then hastily retreated with the rest of the American 
forces. 

In November, 1776, committees from all the towns of this 
region met in convention at the house of Major Joseph Vamum 
in Dracut, and petitioned the colonial legislatures of Maaaa- 
chuaetta and New Hampshire for a law to regulate prices, 
which had been fearfully enhanced by the Bevolutionary War, 
then pending." The proceedings of this convention show that 
its members participated in that ignorance of the principles of 
political economy, which was universal till the time of Adam 
Smith, and which is by no means dispelled in the dayaof John 
Stuart Mill. 

This region has the honor of having contributed one of the 
most useful, though not one of the most brilliant, statesmen 
who served the American Colonies in their struggle for national 
independence— Simeon Spaulding of Chelmsford. He was a 
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Colonel of Militia when the duties of the Militia, and the 
protection which it afforded, made that office one of real impor- 
tance. From 1771 to 1775 he was a member of the General 
Court. From 1775 to 1778 he served in the Provincial Con- 
grcaa, and during one of these years was Chairman of the 
Committee of Public Safety. He was also a member of the 
Convention of 1779, which framed the State Constitution. 
He died in 1785." 

During Shay's Rebellion, in 1786, a body of Chelmsford 
Militia served under General Lincoln in the western counties; 
and " on the memorable thirtietli of January," as Allen 
writes, " performed a march of thirty miles, without refresh- 
ment, through deep snows, in a stormy and severely cold night ; 
a march tliat would have done honor to the veteran soldiers of 
Hannibal or Napoleon." 

The people of Chelmsford, from the earliest period of their 
local history, gave every encouragement to millers, lumber- 
men, mechanics, and traders, making grants of land, with tem- 
porary exemption from taxation, to such as wonld settle in their 
town. Accordingly, Chelmsford became distinguished for its 
saw-mills, grist-mills, and mechanics' shops of various kinds. 
Establishments of the same kind also arose in Billerica, Dra- 
out and Tewksbury. 

It is but fair, though far from flattering, to record the fact, 
that the mother towns of Lowell were among the last to abandon 
slavery. t Till near the beginning of the present century, ne- 
gro slaves were kept on what is now the Moor farm, and also 
on what afterward became known as the Livermore place, 
where Phillip Gredney, a former British Consul at Demarara, 
then resided. 

Toward the close of the last century, this region became 
the theatre of an active business in wood and lumber. The 
forests along the shores of the Merrimack', which had never 
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before rung with the sound of the woodman's axe, afforded an 
exhaustless supply of materials for rafts, which already com- 
toanded a good price at Newburjport and other towns on the 
sea-board. But the descent of the river at Pawtueket Talk 
was so precipitous, — the current so violent, and the channel so 
rooky, — that great difficulty was experienced in passing rafts 
down the rapids. A canal round the falls for the passage of 
boats, rafts and masts was first suggested for the convenience 
of the lumbermen, thirty years hefore any one dreamed of 
using the waters for the purpose of manufactures though from 
ahout the time of the Eevolution there had been a saw-mill 
helow Pawtucket Tails, driven by the Memmich It was 
owned ahout this time by John Tyng of Tyn^sborough a Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas. 

Ial7!)2, Dudley A. Tyng, "William Coombs, and others, 
were incorporated as " The Proprietors of the Locks and Ca- 
naJs on Merrimack Eiver."'' They at once proceeded to open a 
canal, one and a half miles long, connecting Merrimack Eivcr 
above the falls with the Concord below. The level of the 
water in the lower end of the caua), a brief distance above the 
mouth of the Concord, was thirty-two feet lower than the level 
of the water at the upper end. The descent was accomplished 
by means of four seta of locks. The canal occupied less than 
five years in its construction, and cost fifty thousand dollars. 

When the first boat passed down the canal in 1797, with 
the directors and other gentlemen on board, and hundreds of 
men, women and children as spectators ou the banks, an inci- 
dent occurred, of which Allen gives a very lively account. 
One side of Ihe caual gave way ; the water burst upon the 
the people, and the greatest confusion ensued. " Infants were 
separated from their mothers, children from their parents, 
wives from their husbands, young ladies from their gallants ; 
and men, women, timber, and broken boards and planks, were 
seen promiscuously floating in the water." Ncmtes — ran ap- 
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parent in gurgite vaslo. But no life was lost, and no serious 
injury mcurred. 

The stock of the Looks and Canals Company was divided 
into five hundred shares, owned hj individuals in Middlesex 
and Esaes Counties. But the dividends declared were never 
considerable; and the stock soon fell far below par in conse- 
quence of the successful competition of the Middlesex Canal 
with the business. 

In the same year tbat the Looks and Canals Company were 
incorporated, Parker Varnum of Dracut anl oth s w e n 
corporated as " The Proprietors of the M ddl x Men ma k 
Eiyer Bridge," and the first bridge ac a the M ma k 
was constructed by them at Pawtucket Falls It was nt ly 
of wood. Previous to this time, tho only publ on eykn « 
over the Merrimack was by a toll ferry-boat. The Concord 
had been bridged nearly twenty years earlier. 

In 1793, the Proprietors of the Middlesex Canal were incor- 
porated. Mr. Weston, an eminent English engineer, was em- 
ployed to survey the channel of the canal ; and Loammi Bald- 
win of Wobum superintended its construction, and was the 
animating soul of the work. This canal began on the Merri- 
mack, about a mile above Pawtucket Falls, extended south 
by east a distance of thirty-one miles, and terminated in Charles- 
town. It was completed in 1804, and cost seven hundred 
thousand dollars. It was twenty-four feet wide and four feet 
deep, and was fed by Concord Biver. In digging this canal, 
pine cones and charcoal were found twelve feet below the sur- 
face, speeimens of which were lo h b t d th M si. m t 
Cambridge. The excavations m d f th 1 d 1 

those previously made for the P wt k t C Id 1 d 
mistakable proofs that the chann 1 f th M m k th 
vicinity, was once a considerabl dtn th dwtf 

its present situation — that the M rr m k f m ly by th 
southwest side of Fort Hill, t d f ly tl th t 

side. 



oy Google 



27 



This Canal was tlic first in the United States that was 
opened for the transportation of passengers and merchandise ; 
iiiid some are still living who were often passengers in tte neat 
little pa«ket.hoat, " G-overnor Sullivan," which plied he t ween 
Boston and Lowell, through the waters of the Middlesex Ca- 
nal, occupying nearly the whole day in the passage. Connect- 
ing Boston with the upper Merrimack, the channel of which 
was navigahle the entire distance from Pawtucket Falls up to 
Concord, it formed an important artery for the lumher busi- 
ness, which had long Leen very extensive here, as well as for 
the new industries then in process of development. Vast 
quantities of timhcr grown around Winnepcsawkee Lake, on 
the Merrimack and its branclies, and on Massabesic Pond, and 
the produce of a great extent of fertile country, were trans- 
ported to Boston hy this canal," 

The first boat voyage from Boston, by the Middlesex Oanal 
and the Merrimack Eiver, to Concoi-d, (N. H.), wag made in 
the autumn of 1814. The first steambout horn Boston reached 
Concord in 1819. Had this eanal been kept open until now, 
it is difficult to see why it might not etill he profitably con- 
ducted. But its day has gone by, and its history may as well 
be ended here as hereafter. 

As the competition of the Middlesex Canal ruinously re- 
duced the value of the property of the Pawtucket Oanal, so, 
in the retributive justice of years, other competition — the in- 
troduction of railroads — extinguished the value of the stock 
of the iMiddlesex Canal. A striking example of" the revenges 
of history." In 1853, navigation was discontinued in the 
canal, and soon afterward portions of its banks were levelled, 
and parts of the channel filled up. The income of the stock 
hardly averaged three and a half per cent.; and the proprie- 
tors, hopeless of any better dividends, disposed of all their 
saleable property, aad abandoned their franchise, of which 

= 800 Armory's Life of Governor Sullivan. 
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thoj had once been proud. On the third of October, 1859, 
the proprietors were declared, by a decree of the Supreme Judi- 
cial Court, to have forfeited all their franchises and privileges, 
by reasoa of non-feasance, non-user, misfeasance and neglect, 
Tims waa the corporation forever extinguished. 



CHAPTER II. 

INTRO DUCT I OS 05 MANUEACTOEES. 

MoJern Factory System— In re irtora— Kay— rnul—Wyatt—lInrgreaies-HighB 
— Arknright— Peot — CfOEoplon— Walt— Cnrtwright— Bell— Berfhot let— 
Sclioele— Chivalry of Industry— France— Ma uafaftures In the Cniled State* 
-Beverlj-Byfleld— Samuel Slater— Moses Hole— War of 18ia— rhineas 
WtiUng-Joalali Flelcfiei^OIiTOr M. Whipple— Thomas Hnrd— Wlnlhrop 
Howe— Bridge o^cr Iho Concora— A tahel SlearnB-Qcncml Vanium, 

The rise of the modern Factory System marks one of the 
grandest epochs in the progress of mankind. The aits of card- 
ing, spinning, weaving, bleaching, dyeing and printing cotton, 
woollen and linen fabrics, have been practiced from the re- 
motest ages of history, and were practiced in pre-hietorie 
times. Scarcely a century has elapsed since these arts were 
pursued as mere domestic handici'afts. No progress of moment 
had been made in them, no new implements had been intro- 
duced, for a thousand years. But during the closing forty 
years of the last century, these arts were raised from a state of 
utter insignificance to a national and world-wide importance, 
and were developed into the most elaborate and mature sys- 
tem of industry the world has ever seen. 

As the great inventions which wrought this wonderful change 
were achieved long before the building of Lowell, a rapid ac- 
count of them will be all that the purposes of this history re- 
quire. But they can hardly be passed unnoticed, for without 
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ttem Lowell must huve remained a border hamlet of an ob- 
ecure town. 

The first modern inTention that led to any important im- 
provement in manufacturing, was John Kay's fly-shuttle, pa- 
tented in 1733, but strange to say, not introduced into this 
country for more than fifty years after it was first used in 
England. 

In 1738, Lewis Paul obtained a patent for the first machin- 
ery for spinning, — invented, several years before, by John 
Wyatt. In 1740, manufacturing was commenced at Man- 
chester, England. In 1748, Paul obtained a patent for the 
first cylinder oarding-raachine. In 1758, he obtained another 
patent for improved machinery for spinning. 

In 1760, Eobeit Kaj invented the drop-box, by which fill- 
ing of different colors could be used in weaving with the fiy- 
ehuttle. In the same year, James Hargreaves constructed a 
carding-machine corresponding substantially with the carding- 
machines now in use. Two years later, Hargreaves obtained 
a patent for the spinning-jenney, which, however, seems to 
have been invented, in 1764, by Thomas Highs. 

In 1769, Richard Arkwright obtained a patent for his spin- 
ning frame or throstle. Sis years later, he obtained another 
patent for improvements in carding, drawing and spinning. In 
1779, Robert Peel, father of the celebrated statesman, obtained 
a patent for improved machinery of the same kind. In the 
same year, Samuel Crompton combined the excellencies of 
Hargraves' jenny with Arkwright's throstle, in a new spin- 
ning-machine, which, from its hybrid nature, he called a mule. 

These triumphs of inventive skill led to the substitution, 
first, of horse-power for hand-power, and then of water-power 
for horse-power. The year 1 789 was signalized by the appli- 
cation of steam-power to manufacturing purposes, one of James 
Watt's engines being introduced in a factory in Manchester, 

In 1785, the Rev. Samuel Cartwright took out his first pa- 
tent for the power-loom. Other similar patents were after- 
3" 
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ward taken out bj him and by others but poiser loom wear 
iog realized only partial success until after the dieaamg frame 
had been invented by Eadcliff, Poss and Tohnson in 1 Oa 
and 1806 is the accepted date of the suct-esaful mtroductiun 
of the power -loom into Manchester in England 

In 1785, Thomaa Bell obtained his patent for cjlindcr 
printing. Calico printing, howcvur had been introduced by 
the Claytons, twenty years before. In the same jcir liirthol 
let first applied chlorine (then called dephlugistioated mun 
atic acid) to bleaching. But Scheeie a bwedish chemist had 
discovered the properties of chlnnne in destroying vegetable 
colors, ten years prior to its application by BerthiUet ml ranee 

Thus, as an able writer says, " while Buike was lamenting 
the fall of chivalry, while Hastings was extending the 
British Empire in the East, and while Pitt wis mitidting hia 
retrograde policy, men of that class ^^hlch was destined to 
reap the most benefit from the transformation were maugura 
ting the industrial system, destined to succeed tht first utilize 
the second, and destroy the third. Prom the weaker s cottage 
at Blackburn, and from the barber " stop it Preston went forth 
powers as pregnant with consec|uences to Britain [and to the 
world] as ever issued from the Parliament- House at Westmin- 
ster, or the Council-Chamber in Bengal."*^ 

Other nations followed. In France, the genius of Napoleon 
introduced the Cotton Manufacture, including yarns, cloths, 
and prints. " Before the Empire, the art of spinning cotton 
was not known in Eranee ; and cotton clothes were imported 
from ab»oad."t 

These inventions of the mechanical genius of Europe soon 
found their way to the Unit«d States. The first machinery 
for carding and spinning cotton put in operation in this coun- 
try, was started at Beverly, in Massachusetts, in 1787, and 
was driven by horse-power. Other cotton factories were soon 

t Napoleon the Third's Xapoletmis Ideas, p. 6fl. 
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afterward established in Connectiout, Rhode Island, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey. But the year 
1703 — the same year in which Eli Whitney gave to the world 
his inyaluable legacy of the Cotton Gin — is the generally ac- 
cepted date of the Cotton Manufacture in the United States, 
since it was during that year that Samuel Slater — " the father 
of the Cotton Manufacture in America" — started his first cot- 
ton factory, with Arkwright machinery, driven by water- 
power, at Pawtucket in Ehode Island. By a singular coinci- 
dence of dates, in the same year, the first factory in this coun- 
try, for carding and spinning wool by machinery, was started 
at Byfleld in Massachusetts. 

At the commencement of the present century, the cotton and 
woollen factories of Gtreat Britain were counted by hundreds: 
and, perhaps, a dozen such factories had been started in the 
United States." 

This rapid survey of the rise of modern manufactures brings 
us to the starting of the first carding machine in the region of 
Lowell. It was in 1801 that Moses Hale, whose father had 
long before started a fulling mill in Dracut, established 
his carding mill on Eiver Meadow Brook, — the first enterprise 
of the kind in Middlesex County. This mill still stands, be- 
tween Hale's Mills and Wbipple's Mills, and was one of the 
mills which for many years were run by the late Joshua 
Mather, a native of Preston, the town of Eichard Arkwright, 
the great inventor and systematizer of cotton-spinning machin- 
ery in England. A saw-mill was also started about tie same 
time by Mr. Hale, on the same stream. 

In 1805, the bridge built across Merrimack Eiver at Paw- 
tucket Falls in 1792, was demolished, and a new bridge, with 
stone piers and abutments, constructed in its place, at a cost 
exceeding fourteen thousand dollars. This bridge is still 

-See Batcli^lder'8 valuable little book on the Cotton Manufactute; Bains' 
Hisloiy of llio Cotton Man afaotanj In Great Btilsin; Bishop's History of Amer- 
ican UannfBCtures ; WIii(«'s Memoir of eaiDDel Slater, etc. 
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standing, though essential improTemcnta have heen made in it 
from time to time. It was made free in 18G0. 

The year 1813 hrought the second war between the United 
States and Great Britain, when British cruisers swept our 
commerce from the seas. Until then, most of our manufac- 
tured goods had been imported from England, Domestic man- 
ufactures there were comparativelj none, except such domestic 
fabrics as were spun upon the spinning-wheel, and woven upon 
the hand-loom, by the dames of the rural districts. No sooner 
was importation stopped bj the war, than imported fabrics 
commanded famine prices. Public attention was irresistibly 
attracted, and a powerful impetus given, to American manu- 
factures. Large investments of capital were made ; and mills 
started up all over the Union, but more especially in Massachu- 
setts. Such of them as were started here, were driven by 
Concord Eiver power. No "wizard of mechanism" had yet 
laid his hand on the lordly Merrimack, and put it on duty, like 
a chained convict or a galley slave. 

In 1813, twenty-sisyearsafterthefirstattemptin the United 
States to manufacture cotton by machinery was made at Bev- 
erly, Captain Phineas Whiting and Jilajor .Tosiah Fletcher 
erected a wooden cotton-mill on the present site of the Mid- 
dlesex Company's mills, at an outlay of about three thousand 
dollars, and carried on the huniness with some success. John 
Golding entered upon a similar enterprise near by, about the 
same time, but failed. 

The year 1816 is associated with the tradition of the most 
disastrous gale that had swept New England since the famous 
gale of 1635, when the tide rose twenty feet perpendicularly 
in Narragansett Bay. It was particularly severe in the town 
of Chelmsford, then including Lowell. It " spread the ruin 
round," like a devastating fire. Not less than fifty thonsand 
cords of standing timber, besides several houses, were de- 
stroyed, — the trees being torn up by the roots, and the houses 
removed from their foundations. 
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The saw-mill and grist-mill of the Measrs. Bowers, at Paw- 
tucket Palis, were started in 1816, About the same time, 
another grist-mill was started hy Nathan Tyler, where the 
Middlesex Company's Mill No. 3 now stands. At the junction 
of the Concord and Merrimack rivers, stood the saw-mill of 
Captain John Ford. There is a tradition, not very well au- 
thenticated, that Captain Pord once killed an Indian by pitch- 
ing him into the wheel-pit of this saw-mill; the Indian being 
on the watch for a ohanoe to take the life of the captain, who 
had killed one of his brothers during a former war. 

In 1818, Moses Hale started the powder-mills on Concord 
Eiver, with forty pestles. Mr, Oliver M. "Whipple and Mr. 
IrVilliam Tileston of Boston engaged in the business with Mr. 
Hale in 1819. In 1821, Whipple's Canal was opened by 
them. In the same year, Moses Hale disposed of his interest 
in the business to David Hale, who retained his connection 
with it till 1827, when he in turn sold out to his partners, and 
became editor of the New York Journal of Commerce. Mr. 
Tileston retired in 1829, and Mr. ^Vhipple remained as sole 
proprietor till 1855, when the manufacture of powder was dis- 
continued in Lowell. The business was enlarged from time to 
time, and was in its zenith during the Mexican War. Nearly 
a million pounds of powder were manufactured here during a 
single year of that contest. Mr, ^Miipple amassed a handsome 
fortune by the manufacture of this "destructive element." 
When Mr. Whipple first came to Lowell, in 1818, his whole 
capital was but sis hundred dollars. His subsequent success 
in his business operations entitles him to a high place among 
those who, without the aid of inherited wealth, make their own 
fortunes, and conquor their own position in the world. 

In 1818, Thomas Hurd removed to East Chelmsford (as we 
must still call Lowell), and purchased the cotton mill, started 
five years before, by Whiting & Pletcber. He converted it 
into a woollen mill, and ran sixteen hand-looms for the manu- 
facture of satinets. He also built a larger brick mill for the 
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manufacture of the same class of goods. Mr. Hurd'a mill was 
deetrojed by fire, and rebuilt in 1826. Aliout this time, be- 
ing in want of additional power, he built the Middlesex Canal, 
conveying water from Pawtueket Canal to his satinet mills. 
Mr. Hurd was the first man in this country who manufactured 
satinet by water-power, having had a mill at Stoneham before 
he came to Lowell. He continued to run these worts until the 
great re-action of trade in 182S, when he became bankrupt, 
and the property, in 1830, passed into the hands of the Mid- 
dlesex Company. 

About the time of Mr. Kurd's appearance here, Winthrop 
Howe started a mill for the manufacture of flannels at Wam- 
esit Falls in Belviderc. Mr. Howe continued to manufacture 
flannels by hand-looms til! 1827. when he sold his mill to 
Harrison G. Howe, who introduced power-looms in lien of 
hand-looms, and continued the business till 1831, when he 
sold it to John Nesmith and others. 

The bridge built across the Concord near its mouth in !774, 
was demolished in 1819, and its place supplied by a superior 
structure. The bridge on East Merrimack Street, connecting 
Belvidere with the main part of the city, stands near the site of 
the bridge of 1819, the last-named bridge having been several 
times renewed. 

The dam across Concord River at Massic Falls, where Rich- 
mond's Batting Mills now stand, was constructed about this 
time, and a Forging Mill established, by Messrs. Fisher & 
Ames. Their works were considerably extended in 1823, and 
continued by them till 1836, when they sold their privilege to 
Perez 0. Richmond. 

While new men were thus coming to this place, an old and 
distinguished resident — Asahcl Stearns — removed elsewhere. 
He was the pioneer lawyer of this vicinity, and has scarcely 
had a superior among al! his suceessors. He was bom at 
Lunenburg, June 17, 1774, and graduated at Harvard in 1797. 
He was educated for the bar, admitted to practice about 1800, 
and married the same year. He opened an of&ce near Paw- 
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tucket Falla, where he praotioed law till 1817. He was for 
several jears Diatriet Attorney ; Member of Congreas in 1815- 
17 ; and in the latter year wag appointed Professor of Law at 
Harvard, which position in 1829 he resigned. He published, 
in 1821, a work of much celebrity on tke Law of Real Ac- 
tions, and was a Commissioner with Judge Jackson and Mr. 
Pickering to revise the Statutes of the Commonwealth. He 
died at Cambridge, February 5, 1839, in the sixty -fifth yearof 
ilia age. He was a learned and skillful lawyer, a zealous advo- 
cate, a gentleman of suavity, integrity and kindness. 

Within a few years after the retaoval of Mr. Steama, occur- 
red the death of the most distinguished man of the Merrimack 
Valley — Major-General Vamum of Dracut. Bom in 1731, 
Joseph B. Vamum had accomplished the " three score years and 
ten" vthich the Psalmist allots to man, when, in 1821, he re- 
ceived that summons which no child of mortality can ever dis 
obey. The record of his life shows him to have been continu 
ally in office ; and the traditions that have survivei him repre 
sent him as a man of extraordinary native powers highly 
developed, not so much by books as hy contact with men and 
eventa. He was a Captain of Militia at the age of eighteen 
through the Eevolution, and until 1787, when he became a 
Colonel. In 1802, he was made Brigadier General ind 
three years later Major-General, which rank he letained till 
his death. From 1780 to 1795, be was an active member of 
the Massachusetts Legislature. As President of the Senate 
he presided at the trial of Judge Prescott, and had a rough 
"passage" with Daniel Webster, who was Prescott's counsel. 
He was a member of the Convention which framed the State 
Constitution in 1780, and of the Convention which revised it 
in 1820. From 1795 to 1817, he was a member of Congress; 
for four of these years he was Speaker of the House, and for 
one year he was President pro tempore of the Senate. The 
traveller from Lowell on the Methuen road often turns aside, in 
passing through Dracut, to read his epitaph on the bead-stone 
which stands where his ashes repose. 
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r.uwcll Fainily— Judge Lowell-JoliQ Lowell— 
k T, Jaokaon— NathHii A ppletou -Introduction 
1 Moody— De»t!i of Frauds 0. Lowell— John 



One of the most interesting events connected with the early 
history of the Cotton Manufacture in America, was the intro- 
duction of the power-loom, in 1814, at Waltham. The chief 
aetcr in this enterprise was Fbancib Oabot Lowell, from 
whom our city was so appropriately named. Among the others 
were Patrick Tracy Jackson, Nathan Appleton, and I'aul 
Moody, who afterward became the fathers of Lowell, and in- 
troduced here "the Waltham system," in all its details of 
factory machinery, factory boarding-houses, and wages paid 
monthly in cash. Some account of these men and of this 
Waltham enterprise must therefore l)e given before we proceed 
to the building of the mills at Lowell. 

The Lowells are among the most distinguished families in 
America, and are the descendants of Percival Lowell, who 
emigrated from Oleaveland, near Bristol, in England, and set- 
tled in Nenhurj in 1639. The first member of this family 
who achieved any particular distinctdon was the Hon. John 
Lowell, father of Francis Cabot Lowell, and son of the Eev. 
John Lowell, the first minister of Newburyport. He was a 
leading member of the Provincial Assembly in 1776, and of 
the Convention which framed the Constitution of Massachu- 
setts in 1780. Ho was the principal champion of the move- 
ment for the abolition of slavery in this State in 1783, — an 
active and influential member of the Continental Congress, — 
Judge of the Court of Appeals in Admiralty, appointed by 
Congress, — and the first Judge of the Distriot Court of Mas- 
Hachusetts, by appointment of President Washington. 
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Judge Lowell died in 1802. His sons all rose to distinc- 
tion. One of thein, John Lowell, always refused to accept 
public office, but wielded a controlling influence in the Federal 
psrtj for more than twenty years, — beld the highest rank in 
the profession of the Law, — was one of the founders of the 
Massachusetts Gefleral Hospital, the Boston AtheuEeum, the 
Boston Savings Bank, the Hospital Life Insurance Company, 
and other institutions for the public good, and died of apo- 
plexy in 1840, at the age of seventy years. 

Francis Catot Lowell, another son of the distinguished 
Judge Lowell, was born in Newburyport, April 7th, 1774, and 
graduated at Harvard in 1783. He engaged in mercantile 
business, with good success, in Boston. His friend and asso- 
ciate, Patrick Tracy Jackson, was also born in Newburyport, in 
1780, and was the son of the Hon. Jonathan Jackson, who was 
r of the Continental Congress in 1782, and filled other 
shed positions in State and Nation. As Marshal of 
the District of Massachusetts, by appointment of President 
Washington, the father of Mr. Jackson served the monitions, 
etc., issued by the father of Mr. Ijowell, as Judge of the Dis- 
trict Court. 

Nathan Appleton was one year senior to Mr. Jackson, and 
five years junior to Mr, Lowell, having been bom in 1779, at 
New Ipswich in New Hampshire. In 1794, he engaged in 
commercial pursuits, at Boston, with his brother, Samuel Ap- 
pleton, whose partner he became as soon as he attained his 
majority, in 1800. In the next year, bsmnpss called him to 
Europe. While in Prance, he met Napoleon Bonaparte, then 
firmly seated in the Uonaular Chair, and preparing to ascend 
the Imperial Throne, — his star burning brightly in the 
zenith, — his brow radiant with the glory of Marengo. 
In 1810, Appletpn'a business again called him to Europe. 
In ISn, at Edinburgh, he met his Boston friend. Francis 
Cabot Lowell ; and the meeting, ds we shall see, proved prolific 
of results. 
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The restraints imposed on commerce, which fiaall; oulmina- 
ted in the war of 1812, led Mr. Lowell to close his busiDess as 
a merchant ; and in 1810, on account of the feebleness of his 
health, he visited England with his family, and spent two 
years in that eountry and in Scotland. While there, his mind 
became deeply impressed with the importance of manufactur- 
ing industry as a source of national wealth ; and he took pains 
to make himself master of all the information that was ohtain- 
ahle, touching the machinery and processes that had been in- 
troduced by the manufaoturers of Great Britain, with a view 
to their introduction into the United States. It was while full 
of these plans that he met Mr. Appleton at Edinburgh, as 
already stated. Mr. Appleton entered readily into his 
designs, urged him to go on with them, and promised coopera- 
tion. 

In 1813, Lowell returned to Boston, with a fised idea that 
the Cotton Manufacture, then monopolized by Great Britain, 
could be successfully introduced here. He saw and admitted 
that the advantages of cheap labor, abundant capital, superior 
skill, and established reputation, were all on the side of the 
English. But the raw cotton could be procured cheaper here ; 
water-power was more abundant than in England ; and lie 
thought that the superior intelligence and enterprise of the 
American population would ensure the success of the Cotton 
Manufacture in these States, in spite of the competition of ail 
Europe. 

Mr. Lowell communicated these ideas to his brother-in-law 
and fellow-townsman, Patrick Tracy Jackson, whose business 
had been suspended by the war then flagrant between Great 
Britain and the Tlnited States. Jackson eagerly enlisted in the 
enterprise, and was not discouraged by difficulties which would 
have thwarted a less resolute man. The result was, the incor- 
poration of Messrs. Lowell, Jackson, Appleton and others as 
the Boston Manufacturing Company, with a capital of one 
hundred thousand dollars, followed by the purchase of water- 
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power at Walthim an 1 ttp Bui^cessful st^ltlng of the power- 
loom in 181 1"- 

The Waltham power loom m so far as it differed from the 
power-loom jieiiously introduced in Gro<it Britain, was the 
sole product f Mr Lowell s genius and his suecess ia the 
more remai'kablt from the fact that he had no model to go by, 
but only his own reeoileotions of his observations in Europe, 
aided by imperfect drawings, brought with him on his return. 

Being in want of a practical mechanic, Mr. Lowell and his 
associates secured Paul Moody, whose mechanical skill was 
well known, and whose success fully justified the choice. Mr. 
Moody was born in Amesbury ia 1777, and had been for some 
time engaged in the manufacturing business in that town, in 
connection with Mr. Ezra AVorthen. His aid was invaluable 
in the starting of the first mill at Waltham, though he did 
not remove to reside there till 1814. 

The original design of Messrs. Lowell and Jackson was only 
to start a weaving-mill, and to buy their yam of others. M"o 
such establishment as a mill where raw cotton was manufac- 
tured into finished cloth, without going through different 
hands, .ind forming two distintt bu'iincsses, was then dreamed 
of. The practice was to run spinning- mills and weaving-mills 
as separate establishments. But as soon as their loom was 
completed, they found it expedient to spin their own yam, 
rather than to buy it of others. They accordingly fitted up 
a mill with seventeen hundred spindles, at Waltham. 

Tlicir sizing-mnehine they constructed by improving upon 
Hoirook'a dvesBing-niacliine, patented in England. Mr. Lswell 
and Mr, Moody both had a hand in the invention of their 
double-speeder for spinning. The mathematical scholarship of 
Mr. Lowell was as indispensable to its success m the mechan- 
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ical iDgenuity of Mr. Moody. The peculiar iDvcntioii of Mr, 
Moody was the fiUiDg-throstle. The machines invented or 
improved hy these ingenious men were substantially the same 
as those now in use, though anhsequent inventions have still 
further improved and perfected them. 

The enterprise proved a splendid success ; the capital stock 
of the Company was increased, first to four hundred thousand, 
and afterward to sis hundred thousand dollars, and the busi- 
ness extended as far as the water-power of Waltham and Water- 
town would permit. The original suggestion and most of the 
chief plans were made by Mr. Lowell, who was the informing 
soul of the whole proceeding ; and when the enterprise was 
fairly started, the general management of it was committed to 
Mr. Jackson. 

While cotton cloth was selling at thirty-three cents per 
yard, Mr. Lowell, fired with the presentiment of what his 
plans would accomplish, predicted to a friend, that "within 
fifty years, cotton cloth would be sold for four-pence a yard." 
The prediction was called " visionary " then ; but it has long 
since been realized- Our far-eighted adventurers were fre- 
ciuently advised, by meddlesome OKtsiders and gossiping Mrs. 
Grundys, that they would soon overdo their new business. No 
sooner did one mill send forth its cloth, than all agreed that it 
would be the last. The markets would be glutted. Goods 
would lie by, and rot in the warehouses. Bankruptcy, ruin, 
pauperism, would ensue. But our adventurers kept right on, 
paying no attention to the Mrs. Grundys. True, they saw 
not all the future, nor •' half the wonders that would be;" 
but they remained firm in the conviction that by improved ma- 
chinery they could compete successfully with England in all 
the markets of the globe ; and experience has proved that this 
conviction was not without foundation. 

The peace of 1815 proved ruinous to many of our manufac- 
turers, whose business had been greatly inflated by the war. 
In 1816, a new tariff was to be made; and Mr. Lowell visited 
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T\ h n t n to impress upon members of Congress the impor- 
t n th prospects and the dangers of the Cotton Manufac- 
t and the policy of shielding it from foreign competition 
by 1 lat e protection. Constitutional objections have often, 
am nt times, been urged against the protective system. 

N" bj t n of this iind was then heard of. The New Eng- 
land States were too exclusively engaged in commerce to listen 
to him ; but the Middle States favored the new plan. The 
States of the West were divided ; the South, as usual, held the 
balance of power ; and Mr. Lowell's appeal to the interests of 
the Southern planters prevailed. The famous minimum duty 
of 6J cents per square yard on imported cotton fabrics was 
proposed by Mr. Lowell, recommended by Mr, Lowndes, advo- 
cated by Mr. Calhoun, and incorporated into the tariff of 1816. 

In this way, American Manufactures were protected from 
British competition, and nursed into a vigorous life. It is to 
this provision of law, says Mr. Everett, that "New England 
owes that branch of industry which has made her amends for 
the diminution of her foreign trade ; which has kept her pros- 
perous under the exhausting drain of her population to the 
West; which has brought a market for his agricultural pro- 
duce to the farmer's door ; and which, while it has conferred 
these blessings on this part of the country, has been produc- 
tive of good, and nothing bat good, to every portion of it." 

The whole credit of this policy is due to Mr. Lowell. But 
he did not live to witness the realization of his plans. " Man 
proposes, but G-od disposes." He died in Boston, September 
2d, 1817, at the age of forty-three; and committed to others 
the completion of his vast designs. Like his brother, the em- 
inent lawyer, he shunned public office ; but he contributed 
more than a thousand of the common herd of hum-drum states- 
men to the advancement of national industry and well-being. 
As Mr. Everett eloquently says: "In the great Temple of 
Nature, — whose foundations are the earth, — whose pillars are 
the eternal hills, — whose roof is the star-lit sky, — whose orgaa 
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tones are the whispering breeze and the sounding storm, — 
whoae architect is God, — there is no ministry more sacred than 
that of the intblliobnt mbchanio."''' 

His son, John Lowell, was worthy of his sire. Wander- 
ing amid the ruins of Thehes, and feeling the approaches of 
death, by his last will, •' penned with a tired hand on the top 
of a palace of the Pharaohs," he made a princely bequest of 
$240,000 to found the Lowell Institute at Boston. 



CHAPTER IV. 

ItASUFACTtJRING HISTORY OP LOWBIL. 
wlni^kL't Canal— First Vlsit-Merrimack Compsny- 
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creased ProdnotiTity In the Future. 

In 1821, Messrs. Appleton and Jackson, elated with the 
splendid success of their establishment at Waltham, were look- 
ing about for water-power for operations on a more gigantic 
scale. In September, 1821, they examined the water-fall at 
Souhcgan, hut found it insufficient. In returning, they passed 
the Nashua Kiver, but thej were not aware of the existence of 
the fall which the Nashua Company have since improved ; 
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neither were they aware of the existence of the water-power 
of the Pawtncket Canal. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Moody, 
while on a visit to Ameatury, mentioned to Ezra Worthen 
that the company at Waltham were in ijuest of water-power. 
Mr. Worthen had been familiar with Pawtncket Falls from his 
boyhood, and very naturally replied, " Why don't they huy np 
Pawtncket Canal ? That will give them all the power of Mer- 
rimack Eiver. They can put up as many mills as they please 
there, and never want for water." 

Oa returning to Waltham, Jlr. Moody went oat of his way 
to look at the oanal, and Mr. Worthen accompanied him. Ar- 
riving at Waltham, they related t« Mr. Jackson a description 
of the place, and Mr, Worthen chalked out upon the floor a 
map of Merrimack River, including both Pawtncket Falls and 
the Canal. Mr. Jackson listened eagerly to their story, and was 
soon convinced that a large manufacturing town could here be 
huilt up. The great idea of possessing himself of the whole 
power of Merrimack River filled his mind ; and with charac- 
teristic sagacity, he at once put himself in communication with 
Thojnae M. Clark, of Newburyport, the Agent of the Pawtucket 
Canal Company, and secured the refusal of most of the shares 
of the stock of that Company at less than par, 

Mr, Appleton and Kirk Boott entered eagerly into the en- 
terprise with Mr. Jackson, and, through the agency of Mr. 
Clark and others, all the stock of the Canal Company was 
purchased, and some of the lands needed for using the water- 
power. But the wisest men cannot foresee everything. Four 
farms, containing about four hundred acres, covering what is 
now the most densely peopled portion 1)f Lowell, were bought 
at from one to two hundred dollars per acre ; and most of the 
lands thus purchased were afterward sold at from twelve cents 
to a dollar per foot. But there was a great deal more land 
which the founders of Lowell then overlooked; and when 
tliese lands were wanted, the proprietors were shrewd enough 
to fix their own prices, and at a pretty high figure too. 
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The value of land was of course suddenly largely enhanced. 
For example: — Nine undivided tenths of the Moses Cheever 
farm were hought in 1821 for eighteen hundred dollars; and 
the owner of the other one-tenth had agreed to convey the same 
for two hundred dollars. Before he had conveyed it, however, 
he died, suddenly, insolvent ; and the one-tenth was sold by 
order of court. But such had heen the increase in its value, 
that the Locks and Canals Company paid upward of three 
thousand dollars for seven and a half-tenths of it; and the re- 
maining two and a half -tenths were sold, one year afterward, 
for upward of five thousand dollars.^ 

In November, 1821, Nathan Appleton, Patrick T. Jackson, 
Kirk Boott, Warren Button, Paul Moody, and John "VV, Boott, 
made a visit to the canal, perambulated the ground, and scan- 
ned the capabilities of the place ; and the remark was made 
that me f th m n ht live to sec the place contain twenty 
th us, nd uhab tant Nathan Appleton did, indeed, live to 
t nta n n ly f rty thousand. Here, in the vicinity 
f B st n wa a , with a wator-shed of four thousand 

iju ml d 1 nng its volume of water over a fa|l of 
th ty f t Ed ntly the Manchester of America was to be 
here. 

On the fifth of February, 1822, these gentlemen and others 
were incorporated as the Merrimack Manufacturing Company, 
with Warren Button as P 1 nt, Th r capital, at first, was 
$600,000; but this capit 1 h b f times increased, and 
is now $2,500,000. Th h t b of the new company 

was to erect the dam acr S3 th M m k at Pawtucket Falls, 
widen and deepen Pawtft k t C 1 w the locks, and open 

a lateral canal from the n 1 1 th river, on the margin 

of which their mills were to stand. Five hundred men were 
employed in digging and blasting, and six thousand pounds of 
powder were used. The canal, as reconstructed, is sixty feet 
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wide, and eight feet deep, acd capable of suppi jiDg fifty mills. 
It has three sets of lochs. 

In deepening this canal, ledges were uncovered, which 
showed incEisputable marks of the attrition of water. Many 
cavities were found in the ledge, such as are usual where there 
are water-falls, worn by stones kept in motion by the water. 
Some of theee cavities measured a foot or more in diameter, 
and two feet in depth. Here had once been the channel of the 
Mcn'imack. 

The first mill of the company was completed, and the first 
wheel started, September 1st. 183-5. The first return of cloth 
was made in the following November. The bricfes used in 
building the mills of this and the succeeding manufacturing 
corporations, were boated chiefly from Bedford and Merrimack, 
in New Hampshire, 

The first Treasurer and Agent was Kirk Boott. He was 
born in Boston in 1791, and received an academic education 
at the famous Kugby School in England. He entered Harvard 
College, but never graduated. His tastes being military, a 
commission was purchased for him ; and he served five years 
as an officer in the British Army. He fought under Welling- 
ton in the Peninsular War, and commanded a detachment of 
troops at the siege of San Sebastian, in 1813. His courage 
was perfectly bullet-proof. When the wars of Napoleon ended 
with his captivity at St, Heleni Boott resigned his commis- 
sion, and, in 1817, retuinei to Bo ton ihrou^h the intimacy 
that arose between him ind Mr Jackson while the latter was 
agent of the mills at "W ■ilthtm he was emjloyed as the com- 
pany's agent He established himself beie in the sjring of 
1822, took charge of the mills and infused into the whole 
place icuch of his own determined spin t and unioniucrable 
will. He became, by the geneial c U'lent of all tke irian of 
the place, so that for fifteen >ears the history f Lowell waa 
little more than the bioirraphj f Kirk Bnott 
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Ezra Worthen removed tere at tte same time with Mr. 
Boott, and hia services as superintendent were of inestiipable 
vaine. Like Mr. Lowell, Mr. Worthen was not permitted to 
Bee even " the beginning of the end " of hia plaos. He died 
June 18th, 1824. 

Mr. Moody also removed here from Waltham, in 1823, and 
took the charge of the company's machine shop. This shop 
was completed in 1825, and cost one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. He remained in this position during a period of 
eight years, when his labors were terminated by death, July 
5th, 1831. Born and bred a mechanic, Mr. Moody was none the 
less a gentleman. Skill in mechanism was his forte ; but his 
general capacity was large ; and when he died, al! felt that 
one of the ablest citizens, and one of the most estimable men, 
had fallen. 

The place left vaeant by Mr. Worthen, in 1824, was subse- 
quently filled by Warren Colbnm, the distinguished author of 
a series of popular school-books on Arithmetic. Mr. Colburn 
was bom in Dedham in 1793, and graduated at Harvard Uni- 
versity in 1820, at the ripe age of twenty-seven years. He 
was distinguished while at college for hia assiduous devotion 
to the mathematics. After giaduatug he engaged as a school- 
teaeher in Boston, and while thus employed prepared those 
works on Arithmetic which have forp\£i intimately associated 
his name with that science. Prior to Mr. Worthen's decease, 
Mr, Colburn had acquired some experience in charge of the 
mills at Waltham. His abilities were such as amply enabledhim 
t fill M A\ th n pi Ho readily perceived and appre- 

ted th p 1 h t f a manufacturing community in 
N w En 1 nd nd p j t d t once a scheme of lecturing, 
ad pt d t popul mp m t "=^ He actually delivered in 
L w 11 1 f th best Lyceum Lectures, several 

y a s b f any p pul Ly ms were organized at all. He 

■■■ • See Edson'a eictllent Slemolt of Warren Colbuni, in Barnard's American 
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died September 13th, 1833. Though he filled no higher offi- 
ces than those of factory superintendent, church warden, 
school committee, college committee, lyceum lecturer and writer 
of school-books, Mr. Colburn was nevertheless one of the great 
men of America. Here he will be especially remembered for 
his efforts, in connection with Rev. Dr. Edson, to build up, 
upon a permanent basis, that complete system of public schools, 
which is the pride of the place. 

The successors of Mr. Colburn as Superintendents of the 
Merrimack Mills have been, from 1833 to 1848, John Clark ; 
in 1848, Emory Washburn, afterward Governor of the Com- 
monwealth ; in 1849, Edmund Le Breton ; from 1850 to 1866. 
Isaac Hinckley, who was succeeded by John C. Palfrey. 

The founders of the Merrrimack Company had from the 
first contemplated the introduction of calico-priating. " I was 
of opinion," says Appleton, " that the time had arrived, when 
the manufacture and printing of calicos might be successfully 
introduced into this country."" And although calicos were 
probably printed at Taunton and Dover before they were at 
Lowell, the attempt was first begun here, under Allan Pol- 
lock. The printing business, however, was not perfected to 
any considerable degree until 1826, when the late John D. 
Prince, senior, resigned his position at Manchester in Eng- 
land to take the Superintendenoy of the Merrimack Print 
Works. Here he remained till 1855, when Henry W. Bur- 
rows succeeded him. The skill of Mr. Prince, assisted by Dr. 
Samuel L. Dana as chemist, won for the Merrimack Prints an 
unequalled renown in all parts of the globe. On his retire- 
ment, the Company gave him an annuity of 82,000 per annum. 
He did not, however, live long to enjoy it, but died suddenly, 
January Sth, 1860, at the age of eighty years, leaving to us, 
and to the Lowellians of the future, the grateful memory of a 
fine old English gentlemen, — "one of the real old stock." — 
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who dispensed to bia friends a baronial hospitality, and to the 
poor a charity that was aa liberal as his own resources. 

The Merrimack Company have divided upon an average a 
dividend of thirteen per cent, on their stock. For many years, 
fabrics hearing their- imperial name have commanded a cent 
a yard more than the fabrics of other companies equal in cost 
and equal in intrinsic quality. Such a result can only be as- 
cribed to the consummate ability of the Company's managers, 
Voltaire said, he knew many merchants in Amsterdam, of more 
penetration and administrative ability than Ximenea, Mazarin 
or Eichclieu. So may we say, that the men whose sagacity 
achieved such remarkable success in the business of manufac- 
turing, were men of far higher calibre than those who have 
generally presided over the Executive Departments at Wash- 
ington. 

During the late War, however, the Merrimack Company 
showqd great " lack of sagacity and forethought ""^ — in stopping 
their mills — in dismissing their operatives — in discontinuing 
the purchase of cotton — and in selling their fabrics at a slight 
advance on their peace prices, and at less than the actual cost 
of similar fabrics at the time of sale. Had they not committed 
this stupendous blunder, they might have realized many mil- 
lions ot dollars during the War. But instead of holdly run- 
ning, as companies elsewhere did, they took counsel of their 
tears, ind then spacious mills stood on the bank 

The blunders of this company were naturally copied hy 
others — the younger companies heing accustomed to "dress" on 
the Merrimack. In this instance, the blunders of the older 
company were not only copied, but exaggerated and intensified 
to a fatal degree. The other cotton companies actually sold 
out their cotton, and several of them made abortivo experiments 
in other branches of manufactures, hj which they incurred 
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losses, direct and ludireot, oxceediDg the amount of their en- 
tire capital. It is but fair to add, that moat of these ahcrtive 
esperiments were made in opposition to the judgment of the 
locaj agents. 

The Merrimack have five miUs and print works, with 100,- 
000 spindlea, and 2,450 looms. When all are in operation, 
tbej employ 1,700 females and 700 males. Their -weekly con- 
sumption of cotton is 80,000 pounds, and their return of 
cloth 450,000 yards. They print 600,000 yards per week of 
Prints, Ko. 30 to 37, and Chintzes. 

In 182S, the old Locks and Canals Company of 1793 was 
reestablished as a separate corporation. The Merrimack Com- 
pany, at the time of their incorporation, owned the original 
charter of the Looks and Canals Company, the entire water- 
power of Merrimack Elver, and the lands abutting thereon. 
The Proprietors of the Locks and Canals w.ere now reorganized, 
with an amendment to their charter, allowing them to purchase, 
hold, sell or lease land and water-power, to the amount of 
$600,000. The Merrimack Company conveyed to the Locks 
and Canals Company all their water-power and all their lands ; 
and then so much of it as waa required for their own purposes, 
was reconveyed to the Merrimack Company. By this arrange- 
ment, the Merrimack Company was placed upon the same basis 
as other manufacturing companies more recently established. 
The Locks and Canals Company had other objects to pur- 
sue. The affairs of this company, in addition to those of the 
Merrimack, were placed in the master hand of Kirk Boott. On 
the death of Mr. Boott, in 1837, Joseph Tilden became Agent 
for one year, when Patrick T. Jackson succeeded him. Mr. 
Jackson was succeeded for a short time by William Boott. In 
1 846, James U. Francis was appointed Agent, and in this posi- 
tion, which he has ever since retained, he has earned the dis- 
tinction of the best water-engineer in the United States. He 
had been eleven years engineer of this company, when the duties 
of Agent were superadded to his duties aa engineer. At first, 



oy Google 



50 



BI310RT OF I 



lie was aseociated witL that excellent engineer, George W. 
Whistler, father of Jamea Whistler, the gifted artist. 

For twenty years, the busineas of thia company was, to fur- 
nish land and water-power, and build mills and maohiuerj for 
the various manufacturing companies eucceasivelj organized in 
Lowell. After all the mill-powers were disposed of, another re- 
organization took place. The standard adopted for a mill-power 
was the power required to run the second mill built at Waltham, 
which contained 3584 spindles, — or the right to draw twenty- 
five cubic feet of water per second, on a fall of thirty feet, be- 
ing about sixty horse power. *■ Thia company have never en- 
gaged in manufacturing operations. They kept in operation 
two machine shops, a foundry, and a saw-mill, until 1845, 
when the Lowell Machine Shop was incorporated to take 
the charge of this business. They constructed all the mill-canals 
to supply the various companies with water-power, and erected 
most of the mills, and the boarding-houses attached to them, 
together with most of the machinery which they severally con- 
tain. They employed constantly from five to twelve hundred 
men, and built two hundred and fifty thousand dollars worth 
of machinery per annum. The stock waa long the best of which 
Lowell could boast, being worth thrice, and even four times its 
par value. Their present business is to superintend the use 
of the water-power, which is leased by them to the several com- 
panies. Their stock is held by these companies in the same 
proportion in which they hold the water-power. 

The first sale of water-power was to the Hamilton Manufac- 
turing Company, incorporated in 1825, with a capital of 3(600|- 
000, afterward increased to $1,200,000. The first Agent of 
this Company was Samuel Batchelder. It was under his skill- 
ful management that the power-loom was here first applied to 
twilled and fancy goods, and that cotton drills were first man- 
ufactured. Mr. Batchelder was born at Jaffrey, in New Hamp- 
shire, in 1784, five years before the first cotton mill was started 
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in America. He aBsiated in starting one of the first cotton 
mills in his native State, in 1807. On quitting tlie Hamilton, 
he aBsisted in eBtahlialiing the York Mills at Saco, Maine, of 
which he has been for many years Treasurer, ae well as of the 
Everett Mills at Lawrence. With hia remarkable business 
habita, he has alwaje comhitied the love of hooka ; and hia 
work on the Cotton Manufacture is one of the moat valuable 
contributions yet made to the literature of that prolific theme. 
Mr, liatchelder was followed in the Agency of the Hamilton, in 
1831, by the late John Avery, to whom in 1864 Oliver H, 
Moulton succeeded. 

following the example of the Merrimack, the Hamilton 
Company established Print Works, of which the late William 
Spencer was Superintondent till his death, September 27th, 
1802. William Hunter was then appointed Superintendent, 
and to him in 1863 succeeded William Harley. 

The management of the Hamilton during the War was par- 
ticularly unfortunate. Not only were the mistakes of the 
Merrimack repeated here, but — what was worse — when the 
War was drawing to a close, the Hamilton threw out a large 
portion of their cotton machinery, and put in a lot with which 
to manufacture woollen goods, and purchased a large stock of 
fine wool, paying for thia machinery and wool the ruinous 
prices which the War had entailed. Thus, they superadded to 
their losses by the War, a new category of losses caused by 
the cojlapse of prices on the return of peace. 

The Hamilton have five mills and print works, with 61,268 
Bpindlea and 1,348 looms, requiring the labor of 850 females 
and 425 males. Their weekly consumption of cotton ia 50,000 
pounds, and of clean woo! 10,000. Their weekly product is 
235,000 yards of Delaines, Flannels, Prints, Ticks, Sheetings, 
and Shirtings, No. 10 to No. 53. The number of yards printed 
per week is 120,000, and the number dyed is 6,000. 

In 182S, the Appleton Company was incorporated, 
with a capital of 4600,000. John Avery was their Agent 
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till X331, when George Motley succeeded liim. It was in tlie 
mills of this compaDj that Uriah A. Bojden's famous turbine 
water-wheels were first need with suocesa.^ Though the man- 
agers of the Appleton, during the late War, shared, for a time, 
the delusion that the country would have "peace in sisty 
days," and under that delusion sold their cotton, and allowed 
their mills to stand idle, they acquired, quicker than many 
others, a true view of the national situation ; and the manage- 
ment of this company, when tested by its results during a pe- 
riod of nearly forty years, must he pronounced successful in 
an eminent degree. 

The Appleton have three mills, with 20,608 spindles, and 
717 looms. They employ, when running to their full capacity, 
400 females and 120 males. Their weekly consumption of 
cotton ia 50,000 pounds, and their weekly return of cloth is 
130,000 yards of Sheetings and Shirtings, Nos, 14 and 20. 

In 1828, the Lowell Manufacturing Company was incorpo- 
rated, with a capital of $900,000, since increased to 82,000,- 
000. In starting their jacquard looms they employed Clau- 
dius Wilson, one of the moat ingenious and useful mechanics 
that has ever appeared in Lowell, who emigrated from Scot- 
land to enter this company's service. This company's mills 
were the first in the world where power-looms were introduced 
for weaving woollen carpets. These looms were invented hy 
E. B. Bigelow, and rank among the most wonderful triumphs 
of mechanical genius the world has ever witnessed. Alexander 
Wright was Agent of this Company till his death in 1852, 
when Samuel Fay succeeded him. 

In 1859, a discussion arose among the stockholders touch- 
ing the mode of selling their products. An attempt was made 
to make the selling agents personally interested in augmenting 
their sales, and enhancing the income from the company's 
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stock.'' This change has been Bueeessfully made hy the Mid- 
dieses, but has not yet been adopted by the Lowell. 

The Lowell have one carpet mill, one worsted mill, and one 
cotton mill. The number of spindlesrun ia 12,500 on worsted 
and wool, and 2,816 on cotton. They employ 1,000 females 
and 450 males, and consume 4,000 pounds of cotton, and 63,- 
000 of clean wool, per week. Their productive power is 35,- 
000 yards of Carpets. 13.000 of Sheetings, and 4,500 of 
Stuffed Goods, per weet. They have 432 looms, of which 
258 weave Carpets, 124 Cottons, and 50 Stuffed Goods. 

In 1830, Samnel Lawrence, William W. Stone, and others 
were incorporated as the Middlesex Company, with a capital 
of 8500,000, — afterward increased to Si, 000,000, but subse- 
quently reduced to 8750,000, — and engaged in the manufac- 
ture of broadcloths, cassimeres, etc. James Cook was the 
Agent of this Company's mills for fifteen years. He was suc- 
ceeded, in 1845, by tfelson Palmer, — in 1846, by Samuel 
Lawrence, — and in 1848, by Oliver H. Perry, who retained 
the Agency for three years. In 1851, William T. Mann be- 
came Agent, bnt was succeeded, in 1862, by Joshua Hum- 
phrey, who remained in charge six years. In January, 1858, 
James Cook was recalled. Nine months later, Oliver H. Perry 
was recalled. 

The mismanagement of the Middlesex Company's affairs 
during many years was astonishing. The entire capital of the 
Company was lost through the mistakes and irregularities of 
Samuel Lawrence, William W. Stone and their associates. In 
1858, the Company was reorganized, with new managers and a 
new subscription of stock. Five hundred shares, of the par 
value of one hundred dollars each, formed the capital with 
whioh the Middlesex Company took their " new departure " in 

■" Kcport of Dr. Ajer, Ptttr Lnwaon and H. J. AdauiB, tlie Committee gf 
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the voyage ut life fhig cipiUl 1 as since been increased to 
8750,000 

Qntil now all our manufacturing compdniea hi! sold their 
products thriujth commission honBes m Bost)n d.nd New York, 
whose lompensition was determined by the gryaa amount of 
Bales — not by the amount of profits Ihe wisdom of this pol- 
icy bad boen often questioned by sagicious itockholderi with- 
out, however leading to my chingc The Middle'^'s Com- 
pany now adopted a different mode >i selling their frodui,ta, 
making their sill's through their Treasurer whose LOm- 
pensatiun depended mimly upm the profits realized by the 
Company By this arrangement the business f selling was 
kept directly under the Compiny s control and the interests of 
the scllinj, agint made ilenticil with those of the Company. 
Since their reirginizatiin they have been remarkably success- 
ful, — thpir per centage of profits exceeding those of any other 
company in Lowell 

The Middlesex have three mills and dye houses, with fifty 
sets of cards, consuming 25,000 pounds of wool per week. 
They run 16,400 spindles, 240 broad and 22 narrow looms. 
They employ 463 males and 320 females, producing Broad- 
cloths, Doeskins, Cassimeres and Shawls. 

The Suffolk Manufacturing Company was incorporated in 
1831, with §600,000 capital. Eobert Means was their Agent 
until 1842, when John Wright succeeded him, They have 
two mills. 

An ilt-advised experiment in the manufacture of cassimeres 
was made by the Suffolk, during the "War, hut it aborted, leav- 
ing them depleted of their capital. "When in full operation, 
they ran 21,432 spindles, andSlS looms, — employ 410 females 
and 205 males, — consume 30,000 pounds of eotton per week, 

•Dr. Ajer and Gon. Butler bought largely of this slock, and their Inveat- 

tune was derived auLely from the plunder of Louisinn a and Virginia, shonldlook 
into the Corapanj'e books, and learn tbeir mistake. 
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— and make 125,000 yards, perweet, of Corset Jeans, S 
and Shirtings, Nos. U to 22. 

The Proprietors of the Tremont Mills were incorporated in 
1831. Their capital te $600,000, and they have two milla. 
Their Agents Lave heen, from 1831 to 1834, Israel Whitney ; 
from 1834 to 1837, John Aiken ; from 1837 to 1859, Charles 
L. Tild d 18 9 Oh 1 F B ttl B. 

Thpmt m whh mdlyth&f 

folk, w p te 1 by th T m t b th 1 th m 

Treaa — H y -^ W d Th m d t f 1! w d 
and h t m w 1 d d Th p 1 t 

parity f th r m t 1 t q 1 to th t f th S ff Ik — 
viz: 20 0rO p dl d 64 1 m ru by OL f 1 d 

120 m 1 Th kly mpt f tt h f 11 

operat 000 j d 1 th w kly tu f 1 th 

135,000 y d f Sh t d bh t g N 14 t and 

Flann 1 

Th L w SI f t „ C mp y n rp ted 

1831. Their capital is $1,500,000 ; and they have five mills 
and dye-houses. William Austin was their Agent till 1837, 
when John Aiken was transferred from the Tremont Mills. In 
1849, Mr. Aikea was succeeded by William S. Soufhworth, 
who remained till 1865, when William F. Salmon succeededhim. 

The Lawrence had the same Treasurer during the War as 
the Suffolk and Tremont ; but instead of experimenting in cas- 
simeres, the Lawrence engaged in hosiery, incurring, directly 
and indirectly, aiosa of half a million dollars. The Lawrence 
have 60,432 spindles, 1,664 looms, and 163 knitting machines, 
requiring the labor of 1,350 females and 350 males. Their 
weekly consumption of cotton, when all their machinery is run- 
ning, is 110,000 pounds, and 2,000 of wool. Their fabrics 
are Shirtings, Sheetings, Printing Cloth, Cotton and Merino 
Hosiery. 

In 1831, the Suffolk and Western Canals were cut, to supply 
the Suffolk, Tremont and Lawrence with water-power. 
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The Lowell Bleachery was incorporated in 1932, with a cap- 
ital of $50,000, since increased to $300,000. Jonathan Derby 
was in charge the first jear. From 1833 to 1836, Joseph 
Hoyt was in charge. Then succeeded Charles T. Appleton, 
who retained the Agency til! 1846, when Charles A. Babcock 
aueoeeded him. The present Agent, Frank P. Appleton, auc- 
ceeded Mr. Babcock, in 1853. 

The Bleachery establishment consists of four mills and dje- 
housea, employing 360 males and 40 females. They dye 15,- 
000.000 yards, and bleach 8,000,000 yards, of cloth per annum. 

The Boott Cotton Mills were incorporated in 1835, with a 
capital of $1,200,000, and commenced operations in 1836. 
Benjamin F. French had charge of these mills till 1846, when 
Linus Child succeeded hiia. In 1862, William A. Burke was 
transferred from the Machine Shop to succeed Mr. Child. 
When Mr. Burke came, the stock of the Boott had fallen forty 
per cent, below par, and was paying no dividends. Since then 
an eitenaive policy of reconstruction has been pursued ; the 
stock has risen to pai; and has paid good diyidends. 

The Boott have five mills, with 71,324 spindles and 1.878 
looms, employing 1,020 females and 290 males. Thcirweekiy 
consumption of cotton is 100,000 pounds, and their weekly 
return of cloth 350,000 yards of No. 14 BrilUngs, Sheetings, 
Shirtinp and Printing Cloth, No. 30 to No 40 

In 1832, W. B. Park, of Boston, purchased the flannel mill 
near Wamesit Falls, in Belvidere, of John Neamith. who, as 
we have previously seen, had purchased these premises of Har- 
rison G-. Howe, Mr. Park divided most of the lands adjoining 
into convenient lots and sold them at an enhanced price to a num- 
ber of individual purchasera. Without observing too rigid an 
adherence to the order of chronology, we will here give the 
remaining history of these mills. In 1834, Eliphalet Barber, 
Walter Farusworth, and George Hill, of Boston, purchased 
these mills of Mr. Park, and carried on the business until 1851, 
as the Belvidere Flannel Manufacturing Company. They also 
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extended their buaineaB by the purchase of the stone mill, 
which had hefore been owned by the "Whitney Mills. In 
1851; Charles Stott and "Walter Farnaworth bought out the 
company's interest, and carried on these mills on their own ac- 
count ; but their business was soon impeded by fire. The atone 
mill was burned in 1851, and the old flannel mill in the year 
following. In 1833, under the old charter granted to W. B. 
Park in 1834, the Bel?idere Woollen Manufacturing Company 
waa reorganized, — Messrs. Stott and TTarnsworth conveying one- 
third of their interest to the new company. The large brick 
niill, at Wameait Tails, was built the same year. Another 
large mill at Whipple's Mills was built in 1862. The capital 
of this company— originally only $50,000— is now $200,000. 
Charles Stott haa been Agent since 1835. 

It was in 1836 that Perez 0. Eichmond, who had for two 
years previously been engaged in manufacturing batting, near 
Wamesit Falla, eatablished himself at Masaic Falls, where he 
experienced distinguished succeas in that business. "When he 
began manufacturing operationa in Lowell in 1R34, he borrowed 
six hundred dollars from a friend, with which he bought and 
started a few carding machines. When he died in 1854, he 
left an estate worth over one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars, above all his liabilitiea. 

The Massachusetts Cotton Mills — the youngest of the great 
corporations now existing in Lowell — were incorporated in 
1839, with a capital of $1,200,000, which was afterward in- 
creased by the absorption of the Prescott Company to $1,800,- 
000, The Agents of this Company have been, from 1839 to 
1349, Homer Bartlett; from 1849 to 1856, Joseph White; 
and since 1856, Frank F. Battles, The Superintendents of 
the Prescott Mills, (a part of the same Company's establish- 
ment,) have been, from 1845 to 1849, Homer Bartlett; from 
lS49fol85(i, Frank F. Battles; and since 1856, William 
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The MaBSacLuaetta have sis milJs, with 67,872 spindles and 
1,897 looms, employing 1,300 females and 400 males. They 
consume 180,000 pounda of cotton, and make 540,000 yards 
of eloth, per week ; their fabrics being Sheetings, Shirtings 
and Drillings, No. 12 to No. 22. 

In 1839, John Nesmith and others were incorporated as the 
Whitney Mills, and for aeyeral years they manufactured blank- 
eta in the stone mill near VVamesit Falls. But the businesa 
proved a failure, and they aold their machinery to Joseph W. 
Manaur and John D. Sturtevant. '['he blanket manufacture 
finally found a grays in the Tariff of 1846. " That Tariff, the 
result of the financial charlatanry of Eobert J. Walker, Presi- 
dent Polk's Secretary of the Treasury, raised the duty on all 
imported wools to thirty per cent., while it reduced the duty 
OB imported flannels and blankets to twenty-five a'nd twenty per 

It wae in 1839 that Charles P. Talbot & Co. commenced the 
business of manufacturing dye-stuffs and chemicals in Lowell 
and BiJlerica. This business, small in its beginning, has 
gradually awelled to the amount of 8500,000 per annum. A 
flannel mill has also -been started by the Messrs. Talbot, at 
Billerioa, with eight sets of cards. 

In 1845, — the year of the second reorganization of the 
Proprietors of the Locks and Canals, — the 1-owell Machine 
Shop was incorporated, with a capital of $600,000. William 
A. Burke, who had previously been Agent of the Manchester 
(N. H.) Machine Shop, waa the first Agent, and waa auc- 
ceeded in 1862 by Mertoun C. Bryant. Mr. Bryant dying 
soon afterward, Andrew Moody succeeded him. 

The War, which brought death and ruin to so many others, 
was improved by this company to the utmost advantage ; and 
since the War, they have realized a hundred thousand dollars 
in a single year. 

The establishment of this company consists of four shops, a 
smithy and foundry, employing 800 men; — 3,000 tons of cast 
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iron, 400 tons of wrought iron and 35 tons of steel are con- 
sumed annually, in the manufacture of Cotton and Paper Ma- 
chinery, LocomotiTes, Water-Wheels, Machinists' Toole, and 
Mi 11- work. 

A machine for heading ship timher is now in process of eon- 
stmetion here, the weight of which will exceed 200 tons. 

While the Machine bhop was getting under way as an inde- 
pendent cprporation the Prescott Manufacturing Company, in- 
corporated in lb44 with a cajital of 8800,000, was consoli- 
dated with the Massachusetts the change being made with a 
Yiew t«D eoononiy 

Having now traced in outline the origin and progress of alt 
the great cofporations of Lowell, we may here insert a statis- 
tical summary of the moat salient facts touching their produc- 
tive capacity. 

Number ot mill 47, aud i^ e h' usee, eK 

Nuinlier of jpindles 4W,474 

Number of looms 12,117 

Female operatives 8S9I) 

Male operatives 4,672 

Yards of cotton olotb produced per week 2,348,000 

Foundt if cotton consnmed per week 646,000 

Yards dyed and pnnted per annum 45,u02 noO 

Tons anthracite coal consumed per annum J5,1D0 

Bushel* charcual consumed per annum 20,000 

Gallons oil i.onsumad pnr annum H7 6j0 

Pounds starch conaumed per annum 2,190,000 

Water power nearly 10,000 horse powers 

Steam-power 33 engmes — 4,37B horse powers 

Wages of lemales, clear of board per week 43 50 to $3 75 

Wages of males clear of board, per day 81 00 to S2 00 

Medium produce ol a loom, No 14 yam yards per day 46 

Medium produce of a loom, No 30 jarn, yards per day 30 

ATera^e iier pmdic per day IJ 

In 1829 one mill was burned down and in 1850 anothei 
Both these mills belonged to the Merrimack Company and 
althongh fires have been frequent no other mills of the great 
corporations have been lost by that devouring element This 



oy Google 



60 HI9T0BT 07 LOWELL. 

comparative exemption from the ravages of fire has leen 
secured by the most efficient system of watching, which has 
been practiced here from the first. The corporations also have 
an elaborate system of "sprinklers," which enables them, in 
an instant, to wet down the whole or any part of a room, or of 
all their rooms, so that fires are arrested at once. This admir- 
able machinery of sprinklers, however, was not introduced un- 
til after the establishment of the reservoir on Ljnde's Hill, 
in 1850. A system of mutual insurance against fire was also 
adopted by the corporations about the same time ; but so per- 
fect are their facilities for preventing and suppressing fires, the 
cost of their insurance has been less than a tenth of one per 
cent, on the value of the property insured. 

In connection with those corporations that stopped their mills 
more or less during the War, the question may be asked, — 
How would the great men who founded the factory system of 
Lowell regard this ruthless dismissal of hundreds and thou- 
sands of operatives, dependent on their day's wages for their 
day's bread ? The founders of Lowell were far in advance of 
their times. How mindful they were of the well-being of their 
operatives ! With what thoughtful care did they establish, at 
their own cost, their admirable system of boarding-houses, 
with the moat efficient moral police, and with every provisism 
for religious worship ! To them the condition of their opera- 
tives was a matter of the highest interest.^ Not so to their 
successors. The impartial historian cannot ignore the fact, 
painful as it is, that nine of the great corporations of Lowell, 
under a mistaken belief that they could not run their mills to 
a profit during the War, unanimously, in cold blood, dismissed 
ten thousand operatives, penniless, into the streets ! 

This crime, this worse than orimcr this blunder, entailed its 
own punishment, — as all crimes do by the immutable law of 
God. When these companies resumed operations, their former 
skilled operatives were dispersed, and could no more be recalled 
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tliaii the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. Their places were poorly 
tilled by the lees skilled operatives whom the companies now 
had to employ. So serious was this blunder, that the Braallest 
of the compaoies would have done wisely, had they sacrificed 
a hundred thousand dollars, rather than thus lose their accus- 
tomed help. 

During the last forty years, a great variety of mechanical tal- 
eut has been developed by the corporations of Lowell. But 
strange to say, no method has been devised to retain in the service 
of the companies the talent thus developed, by opening to its pos- 
sessors a wider field of action. Accordingly, when an overseer, 
or employe of any grade, has so mastered his business as to be 
fitted to fill the higher positions, — so often filled by men wholly 
ignorant of manufacturing processes, — his almost only hope of 
advancement lies in quitting the companies' employ. 

Among the men heretofore employed in the mills, who found 
no adequate sphere on the corporations, and who have risen to. 
higher theatres of action outside of the Lowell mills, the first 
names that occur are Phineas Adams, Sylvaaiis Adams, W^ 
r.. Ainsworth, D. M. Ayer, Jefferson Bancroft, Joseph Battles. 
K. B. Bigclow, Ezekiel Blalte, Cornelius Blaachard, Francis 
A. Calvert, Josiah G. Coburn, John h. Cheney, Joshua Con- 
verse, 'D. D. Crombie, A. (i. Cumnoct, E. S. Davis, Orlando 
Davis, George Diaper, Oliver Ellis, Franklin Forbes, William 
Hunter, Daniel Hussey, L. W. Jaquith, G. H. Jones, Peter 
Lawson, Pliny Lawton, George Lund, Foster Nowell, George- 
K. Paul, Hannibal Powers, T. L. Eandlett, E. A. Straw, Koyal 
Southwick, Charles P. Talbot, Thomas Talbot, Rufus Wbittier,. 
Cilaudius Wilson. Hubbard Willson, Walter Wright, 8. J. Weth- 
erell, Lotbrop Wetherell, and iTohn Yeaton ; and many others 
might readily be recalled. 

Synobroniousiy with the building of the factories and board- 
iog-bouses of the corporations, a large number of small private 
establishments were started in various parts of Lowell, by ma- 
chinists, blacksmiths, ho use- builders, carpenters, dyers, carriage 
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and harness makers, artificers of tools, and all sorts of workers in 
wood and in iron, — in short, bj all classes of mechanics and 
artisans who could in any way contribute to the building and 
beautifying of an inland town. Many of tbese congregated 
near Wamesit Falls, in Belyidcre. I'here too were subsequently 
started the manufacturing establishments of James 0. Patter- 
son, John D. Sturtevant, Aaron Cowley, Roger Lang, James 
Siner, Samuel C. Shapleigh, MoBtS A. Johnson, and others. 
Most of these estahlishments have long since disappeared from 
Belvidere — the manufactiirers finding a more desirable theatre 
at Whipple's Mills, and the miscellaneous classes of mechanics 
establishing themselves at Mechanics' Mills in the westerly 
part of Lowell. This region of Mechanics' Mills, — built up 
largely by William Livingston and Sidney Spaulding, — has 
been the focus of mo^t of the lumber business done in Lowell 
since 1846. No water-power is used there; but planing mills, 
saw-mills, and other works are run by steam. 

It was long the policy of the corporations to discourage any 
manufacturing enterprtze that was not incorporated. This 
policy was based partly on a love of methodicity and an un- 
reasoning attachment to incorporated forms of industry, and 
partly on the selfish desire to have the whole body of the peo- 
ple of Lowell subject to their sway. But notwithstanding this 
discouragement, many independent hives of manufacturing in- 
dustry have been started from time to time ; and some of them 
have realised remarkable success. 

In 1846, Oliver M. "Whipple gathered, in the southerly part 
of Lowell, that group of industrial establishments ever since 
called Whipple's Mills, which are supplied by the water-power 
of Concord Eiver, estimated at five hundred horse-powers. In 
his long and active career, Mr. Whipple has rendered many 
valuable services to the public. Some of these have already 
been forgotten, and the memory of most of the rest will prob- 
ably perish with the generation now in being. But whatever 
else may be forgotten, this will not be forgotten, — that when 
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all the water-power of the Merrimacls had been monopolized 
hy great corporations, he laid hold on the water-power of the 
(Jonoord, and held it, with it firm hand, for the use, chiefly, of 
independent manufacturers. For nearly twenty years, he con- 
tinued to let land, huiJdings and water-power, on the most lib- 
eral terms to every man of merit that would embark in any 
iQinuficturing adventure. As the region of Whipple's Mills 
becomes more thickly peopled, the magnitude of the service 
thus rendered by Mr. Whipple will more and more appear ; 
and Lowell, when she calls the roll of her benefactors, can 
never omit hia name. 

Among the first establishments at Whipple's Mills were 
Smith & Meadowcroft's holt factory, Thomas Barr's print 
shop, Aaron Cowley's carpet factory, Sylvester Crosby's bob- 
bin shop, and 0. H. Crowthcr's dye house. Afterward came 
Koger Lang, James Siner, and George Naylor, carpet manufac- 
turers ; Carroll & Thompson, dyers ; Charles E. Littler, calico 
printer ; the Lowell Wire Fence Company ; John Cowley, woollen 
manufacturer ; John Sugden, Richard Rhodes, and James Dug- 
dale, worsted spioners, and a multitude more. 

During the late War, portions of the water-power of the 
Concord, at Whipple's Mills, were purchased and applied by 
the Belvidere Woollen Manufacturing Company, Luther W, 
Fau'.kner & Son, Charles A. Stott, and others. The residuum of 
this water-power passed, for a time, into the hands of Ephraim 
B. Patch, who sold it, in 1865, to the Wamesit Power Com- 
pany, which was incorporated the same year, with a capital of 
$160,000. By this company, water-power is still leased to 
private manufacturers, as in former years by Mr. Whipple. 

During the two lustrums between 1845 and 1855, the num- 
ber of spindles run by the great corpoiitions cf Ljwell was 
exactly doubled. Only 200,000 spindles weie m operation in 
184:5. The spaces between the mills were then built up and 
other extensions made, and, in 1S55 the i iimbei ot spindles 
running was 400,000, with 12,000 looms. 
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In 18G0, Moses A. Johnson and otheva eatablished & mill at 
Wameait Falls, for the manufacture of cattle's hair into vari- 
ous forms of felted goods. The use for which this fabric was 
originally designed, was the sheathing of the copper of ships ; 
but it has since been applied estensiyely to a great yarietj of 
uses — such as underlaying c-arpets, roofing, packing, etc. Tn 

1866, this business was removed to Pawtucket Falls. In 

1867, the Lowell Felting Mills were incorporated, with a cap- 
ital of $100,000, and with Moses A. .Tuhnsun as Agent, 

Outside of the great corporations, there is no establish- 
ment in Lowell, involving near so much capital, as the 
Laboratory of Dr. James C. Ayer & Co., established in 
1843, and now employing one hundred males and fifty fe- 
males. The advertising disbursements of this firm exceed 
$140,000 annually. Five and a half million copies of Ayer's 
Almanac, printed by steam at their establishment, are annu- 
ally distributed, gratis, in English, French, Dutch, German. 
Norwegian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Chinese, About 325,- 
000 pounds of drugs, of the value of $850,000,— 220.000 
gallons of spirit, of the value of 8550,000, and 460,000, 
pounds of sugar, costing about $98,000, — are annually ex- 
pended here. About $1,600,000 bottles, 185,000 pill boxes. 
425,000 square feet of packing boxes, and 112,000 square feet 
of card board, are also used. The paper and printing ink 
consumed annually amount in value to $76,000. The pro- 
ducts of this mammoth laboratory are sent to every part of 
the globe, at an expense of $48,000 a year for freight, and 
$2,800 for postage. — 150 letters on an average being sent out 
every day. 

The principal manufacturing and mechanical establishments 
in Lowell, not already mentioned, are as follows ; 

American Bolt Company, Bolts. 

Thomas Atherton & Co., Machinists. 

Sager Asbwortb, Files. 

Miiton Aldrich, Hand Screws. 

A. H. & J. H. Abbott, Carriages. 
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J. W. Bennett & Co., Metallic Eflofing. 

Artemas L. Brooks, Saw Mill and Planing Mill. 

D. C. Brown, Reeds, Loom Harnesses, etc. 

S. L. Buckman, Harneaaes, 

James A, Brabrook, Harnesses. 

T. F. Burgess & Co., Iron Machinery. 

H. E. Barker, Gas and Steam Pipes, etc, 

Ephraim Brovfu, Money Drawers, etc. 

Blodgett, Eeed & Pease, Stone Cutters, etc. 

S. E. Brackett, Worsted Yarns. 

George L. Cady, Belt Hooks,, etc. 

George Crosby, Extension Tables, etc. 

Oobum, Wing & Co., Shuttles. 

John H. Cobnrn, Shuttles. 

GobMrn & Bark, Stone Quarries. 

Cutter & Walker, Shoulder Braces. 

Samuel Convers, Carriages. 

Cole & Nichols, Foundry. 

Elbridge ft. Cook, Tannery. 

Carter & Roland, Wool Washers. 

Charles H. Crowther, Dyeing. 

Alfred H. Chase, Fancy Cloths. 

Weare Clifford, Dyeing. 

Asahel Davis, Dovetailing Machines, etc. 

Luke C. Dodge, Babbeting Metal, etc. 

ilavis & Melindy, Planing Mill, 

Alfred Drake, Card Combs. 

James Dugdalo, Woollen Tarns. 

Dobbins & Crawford, Steam Boilers. 

Eagle Braid Mills, Braid. 

Willis G. Eaton, Currier, 

N. B. Favor & Son, Doors, Sashes and Blinds. 

William Fiske, Coverlets, 

L. W. Faulkner & Son. Woollens. 

George W, Field. Machinist. 

Fuller & Read, Wood Turners. 

Josiah Gates & Sons, Hose, Belts, etc. 

Joseph Green, Mats and Rn^. 

Hart & Colson, Furniture. 

Hill Manufacturing Company, Suspenders. 

Howe & Goodhue, Card Clothing. 

John Holt, Bress-dyed Flannels. 
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Andrew J. Hisoos & Co., Files. 

Howes & Bumhara, Lumber. 

Geoi^e W. Harris, Loom Harnessee, etc 

Henry A. Hildreth, Wire Worker. 

B. 8. Hale & Son, Insulated Wire. 

H. B. & O. F. Hill, Carriages. 

Eliphalet Hills. Wood Turner. 

Hubbard & Blake, fateat Leather. 

J. S. Jaques & Co., Shuttles. 

Joel Jenkins, Carriages. 

Keyes and Sugden, Worsted Yarns, 

Richard Kitson, Cotton Machinery. 

D. S. Kimball, Furniture, 

J. A. Knowlca, Jr., Scales. 

Wm. Kelley, Doors, Sashes and Blinds. 

Benjamin Lawrence, Machinist. 

Lowell Arms Company, Fire Arms. 

Lowell Card Company, Card Clothing. 

Daniel Lovejoy, Machine Knives. 

David Lane, Woollen Machinery. 

Livingston, Carter & Co., Flannels, etc. 

William E. Livingston, Grist Mill, etc. 

John McDonald, Carpets. 

John Mather, Carpets. 

William & Lake McFarlin, Ice. 

J. V. Meigs, Patent Guns. 

Norcrosa & Saunders, Lumber. 



b Gibby, Oopperstamps, eto. 
F. S. Perkins, Iron Machinery. 
Parker & Cheney, Bobbins. 
M. C. Pratt, Doors, Sashes and Blinds. 
Isaac Place, Doors, Sashes aiid Blinds. 
J, G-. Peabody, Doors, Sashes and Blinds. 
John Pettengill, Cisterns, etc. 
J. M. Peabody, Set Screws. 
John N. Pierce, Machinist. 
George Ripley & Co., Batting. 
Robinson & Nourbourn, Machinists. 
Eun^ls, Clough & Co., Granite Workers. 
Charles B. Richmond, Paper. 
Joseph Robinson & Co., Acids and Charcoal. 
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Amos Sanborn & Co., Silver Ware. 
Samuel Smith, Set Screws, 
Charles A, Stott, Flannels. 

A. C, Sawyer, Harnesses, etc. 
Hamilton Sawyer, Machinist. 

Solon Stevens, Reeds, Loom Harnesses, etc. 
Styles, Rogers & Co., Grist Mill. 

B. F. & J. Stevens, Machinists. 
Taylor Chemical Company, Chemicals. 
Upton & Blake. Shoulder Braces. 

U. 8. Bunting Co., Bunting. D. W, C. Farriagton, Agent. 

William Walker & Co.. Woollens. 

Woods, Sherwood & Co., Wireworkcrs. 

H. & A. Whitney, Lumber. 

S. H. Wright, Machinist. 

Edward F. Watson, Bobbins. 

Phineas Whiting & Co., Belts. 

Charles H. Western, Patterns, etc. 

H. H. Wilder & Co., Brass Foundry. 

S. K. Wood. Grist Mill. 

White & Plaisted. Saw Mill. 

White & Chase, Flocks. 

There arc also various manufacturing establishments in the 
circumjacent towns, which can hardly be ignored in connection 
with the manufacturing history of Lowell. Among these are 
the following : 

BiLLEEIOA. 

C. P. Talbot & Co., Flannels, Dye Stuffs and Chemicals. 
J. E. Faulkner & Co., Flannels. 

Hill & Proctor, Machinery. 
Robert Prince & Co., Soap. 
Thomas Patten, Furniture. 



Eagle Mills, Woollens. Isaac Farrington, Treasurer. 
Christopher Hoby & Co., Swords, Edge Tools, etc. 
Baldwin Company, Worsted. Peter Anderson, Agent. 
Silver & Gay, Woollen Machinery, Tools, etc. 
CheJmsford Foundry. W. H. B. Wightman, Treasurer. 
George T. Sheldon, Hosiery. 
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Merrimack Hosiery Company. &. T. Sheldon, 
Warren C. Hamblet, Grist Mill. 



Merrimack Mills, Woollens. Edward Barro 
George Eipley & Co., Paper. 

Fosters & Co., Furniture. 
J. F. Huntington, Peat. 

TYsasBOROiroii. 
Nathaniel Briuley, Lumlier and Boses. 

Westpobd. 
Abbot Worsted Co., Worsteds. ,T. W. Abbot, Ti 
Charles G. Sargent, Machinery. 

The water-power of the Merrimack has been increased by 
the suporadditioo of reservoirs near its sources, which cover a 
hundred and fifteen square miles. It now amounts to the 
enormous volume f f « th u and ub f t per second for all 
the hours during wh h tl m 11 a un or nearly ten thou- 
sand horse-powers and th wh 1 f tl has been applied. 
The Merrimack al n use t> nh I f 11 f thirty-three feet. 
To the other compan th wat 11 cd from two levels. 

The Hamilton, Appleton, Lowell, Sufftlk, Tremont and Ma- 
chine Shop draw from the upper level, under a fall of some- 
what more than thirteen feet ; while the Middlesex, Law- 
rence, Boott and Massachusetts draw from the Jower level, un- 
der a fall of something more than seventeen feet. 

Within less than a mile below the settled portion of the city, 
are Hunt's Falls, where the Merrimack River, reinforced by 
the Concord, makes another descent of ten feet. No part 
of this water-power has yet been applied to manufacturing 
purposes ; though the utilization of the whole of it is only a 
question of time. Here are the means to increase the produc- 
tive power of Lowell by more than thirty per cent. At pres- 
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ent, however, the cost, of the dam, canal, etc., which would be 
required in applying this power, would prohahly eKceed the 
value of the power that would be obtained. 

Besides Hunt's Falls, the superaddition of steam-power to 
the watev-power, and the invention of contrivances to diminish 
the friction of the machinery and enable it to be ran vrith 
less power, will lead to considerable further increase of our 
productivity as a manufacturing city. Moreover, the experi- 
ments of Bonelli foreshadow many probable future improve- 
ments in manufactures, from the application of electricity to 
various process, especially to the weaving. We are very fax 
yet from the point of culmination. Before the present century 
expires, Lowell is destined to contain seventy-five thousand 
inhabitants. Nor will her progress end even there. "When 
the men of our times are all gathered to their fathers, she bide 
fair to renew her youth, and to march, with firm step, toward 
the goal of that ideal perfection, which is forever approached, 
but never attained. 



CHAPTER V. 

. HISTORY OF LOWELL. 1820 1835. 

Town— Vostnias Mrs— William Llvingslon— Odd Fellowi— Bphralm K. At- 
fry-Sarnh Maria Cornell— EOBlon anfl Lowell KaUroad-Judge LWermore 

Clay— Col. Cro«kell-«ooi^eTboial>BOn~MiclK.=IOheYallei—8MamboatoM 
the Morrlmaok— Meohanlea' Hall The Courier— Local ecoueiy. 

In 1820, the village of East Chelmsford, together with, Bel- 
videre and Centralville, contained about two hundred and fifty 
inhabitants. "Whipple's Powder Mills were then in operation, 
and Howe's Flannel Mill. Several saw-mills and grist-mills 
also contributed to the life of the place. Hurd's Mill, now 
at Whipple's Mills, then stood in the present Middlesex Com- 
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pany's yard. Ira Frye's Tavern stood where tLe American 
House now stands, and fumiBhed "provender for niaa and 
teast." At Maseio Falls stood a blacksmith's shop ; and there 
were a few other such Dstabliahmenta as country villages usu- 
ally afford. Scattered about, were a few substantial dwelling- 
houses, — of which the Livermore House in Belvidere was the 
most conspicuous — and about a dozen farm-houses, cottages, 

The operations of the Merrimack Company attracted a nu- 
merous and daily increasing population ; and the gables of a 
huodred new houses shortly pierced the sky. In 1822, a reg- 
ular line of stages was established between East Chelmsford 
and Boston. Previous to this, business men, like Mr. Whipple 
aud Mr. Hurd, had often paid fi\;e dollars for the conveyanc* 
of a single letter from Boston. 

la 1824, a weekly paper called the Chelmsford Courier, was 
established in Middlesex Village, and became, at once, the 
organ of the rising community. It was published by William 
Baldwin, and edited by Bernard Whitman. In a short time, 
it passed into the hands of E. W. Ecinhart, who changed 
its name first to Chelmsford Phosnij:, and afterward to Mer- 
rimack Journal. He also removed it to what is now Lowell. 
In November, 1825, .Toha 8. C. Kuowlton purchased the paper 
of Mr. Reinhaxt, and after the incorporatioa of the town, 
changed its name to the Lowell Journal. 

(Jb Jnly 4th, 1825, was organized the Mechanic Phalanx, 
the first Company of Militia in Lowell, Four other companies 
of Militia were afterward organized here ; the City Guards, in 
1841; the Watson Light Guard, in 1851; the Lawrence Ca- 
dets, in 1855. The Phalanx and the Guards still live; but 
the two last companies passed away during the War, giving 
place to the Putnam Guards and the Sargeant Light Guards. 

In 1825, the anniversary of American Independence was 
celebrated here with appropriate ceremonies. The principal 
events of the day were an oration by the Rev, Bernard Whit- 
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man, of Olielmsforil, the first editor of the paper now called 
the Lowell Journal, aud a public dinner at the Stone House 
near Pawtucket FaWs, then just erectad by Captain Phineas 
Fletcher, and now the elegant private residence of Dr. James 
0. Ajer. The sucoessors of Mr. "Whitman in the line of 
Fourth-of-JnIj oratory have been as follows; — In 1826, Sam- 
uel ]i. Walcott ; in 1828, Eliaha Bartlett ; in 1829, Dr. Israel 
Hildreth ; in 1830. Edward Everett ; in 1831, John P. Eobin- 
aon; in 1832, Eev. Thomas J. Greenwood; in 1834, Thomas 
Hopkiuson; in 1835, Ecv. E. W. Freeman and others; in 
183Q, Bev. Dr. Blanchard; in 1841, Eev. Thomas F. Norris 
and John C. Tark; in 1847. Bev. Joha Moore; in 1848, Dr. 
Bartlett, again; in 1851, Eev. Joseph H. Towne; in 1852, 
Key. Matthew Hale Smith; in 1833, Jonathan Kimball; in 
18y5, Augustus Woodbury ; in 1860, Dr. Charles A. Phelps ; 
in 1861, George S. Boutwell and others ; in 1865, Alexander 
H. Bullock ; in 1867, Judge Thomas Euesell, and others. 

Another event occurred about 1825, of more importance 
than a Fourth-of-Julj oration — viz., the arrival of James 
Dugdale, an ingenious mechanic from Lancashire, who be- 
came overseer of a spinning-room on the Merrimack, where he 
introduced the English "dead spindle," and revolutionized the 
mode of spinning coarse yams. 

In 1825, the Central Bridge Corporation was incorporated. 
'I'he only mode of crossing Merrimack Rivet at this point un- 
til now, had been by what was called "Bradley's Ferry." 
This ferry was purchased by the Central Bridge Company, for 
one thousand dollars. The bridge was so far completed during 
this and the following season that tolls for foot-passera and 
carriages were received early in December, 1826. The tolls 
for foot-passers were abolished in 1843. The bridge itself 
was rebuilt in 1844 ; and covered in 1849. The original cost 
of the bridge was twenty-one thousand dollars ; the coat of 
rebuilding was nine thousand ; and the cost of covering four 
thousand. In 1855, the bridge was laid out by the City Coun- 
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oil as a public highway, — a fooHsh act, which inTolvcd the city 
in moafc tedious and expensive litigation," and for which the 
proprietors of the bridge recovered over $26,000, as damages, 
ooata, etc. The present bridge was built in 1862 at a cost of 
nearly $34,000, — an outlay of money scarcely less recklees than 
the seieute of the old bridge. 

In 1825, the Middlesex Mechanics' Association was incorpo- 
rated to minister, by a library of books, dow nearly 10,000 
volumes, by public lectures, by occasional fairs, and various 
other means, to the intellectual needs of the people. This 
was only two years subsequent to the founding of the famous 
Mechanics' Institute in London — the first of a most useful 
class of popular institutions, originating in the genius of Dr. 
Birkbeck, and helped into existence by Lord Brougham. Thus 
Lowell followed the lead of London with a more rapid step 
than many of the great English towna 

One hundred years had now elapsed since the Wamesit In- 
dian territory was annexed to the town of Chelmsford. The 
time had come for a separation ; and the inhabitants of East 
Chelmsford petitioned to be incorporated as a town, and that 
that town be called Merrimack. Mr. Boott suggested the name 
of Derby, probably on account of his family associations with 
that place, which was also in the immediate vicinity of one of 
the earliest English seats of the Cotton Manufacture. The in- 
fluence of Mr. Appleton finally caused the name of Lowell to be 
adopted, out of respect to Lis associate in the Waltham Com- 
pany, Francis Cabot Lowell.f 

At the inauguration of the Lowell Institute at Boston, 
December 31st, 1839, Edward Everett delivered a biographical 
discourse on John Lowell, its founder, and paid a well- 
merited tribute to that founder's father, from whom was named 
our City of Spindles. " Pyramids and mausoleums," says the 
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orator, " may crumble to the earth, and brass and marhlc min- 
gle with the dust they cover ; but the pure and well-deeervcd 
renowa, which is thus incorporated with the busy life of an 
intelligent people, will be remembered, till the long lapse of 
ages and the vicissitudes of fortune shall reduce all of America 
to oblivion and decay 1 " 

The municipal independence of Lowell began on the first 
day of March, 1826. The population of the new-bom town 
was about two thousand. 

The first post-master was Jonathan C. Morrill, who had 
been appointed postmaster at East Chelmsford in4823. The 
post-office was located at the comer of Central and William 
Streets. Captain William Wyman snccccded Mr. Morrill in 
I82;i, when the post-office was removed to the site of the 
present City Hall, As successive administrations came into 
power at Washington, different post-masters, of different party 
afSliations, were appointed. Mr, Wyman was succeeded by 
Eliphalet Case, who removed the office from the City Hall to 
Middle Street ; Mr. Case by Jacob Bobbins ; Mr. Bobbins by 
8. S.* Seavy ; Mr. Seavy by Alfred Grilman ; Mr, Oilman by 
T. F. Goodhue; Mr. Goodhue by F. A. Hildreth, who removed 
the offiie to its prtsent licttion and who was succeeded in 
1S61 b> Tohn A Goodwin the present incumbent 

The years l'j27 and lH2b wen, marked bj great depression 
in Ihe (.Dmrneroial and minufdcturing circles ot the country. 
Lowell WIS envebped m the common cloud Mr. Hurd, th& 
satinet manfa^turer btoime bankrupt but the two corpora- 
tions — the Mi,riimvLk m J the Himilton — 1 ept on in the even 
tenor of their wiv too atrong to le orushcd 

In spite of all this, however, Lowell still advanced, aug. 
menting her population at the rate of one thousand souls, and 
her valnation-table many thousand dollars, every year. The 
business facilities of the place were much increased in 1838 
by the establishment of the Lowell Banli, with a capital of 
two hundred thousand dollars. 
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In 1828, William Kittredge brouglit one ton of coal to Lowell 
in a baggage wagon. It was the first coal ever seen here, and 
was considered a sufficient supply for the Lowell market for a 
year. When the first coal fire was started, in the law office of 
Samuel H. Mann, more than a hundred incredulous persons 
called to satisfy themselves whether the "hlack rocks" would 
actually hum. 

In 1829, the Lowell Institution for Savings was incorporated. 
In the same year. William Livingston established himself in 
the coal and wood trade. For a quarter of a century, Mr. 
Livingston was one of the most active, most enterprising and 
most public- spirited men in Lowell. Much of the western 
portion of the city was built up by his instrumentality. His 
efforts to save Lowell from the oppressive monopoly of her 
railroad business by a single company, mark him as a man far 
ahead of his time. If the men of business here had sustained 
those efforts, as an enlightened sense of self-interest dictated, 
Lowell would now have two competing railroad routes to Bos- 
ton ; and, with cheap freight and a prompt transmission of 
merchandise, her progress would be vastly accelerated. In 
politics, Mr. Livingston was a Democrat of the old school, and 
his principles brought him into antagonism with all attempts 
to establish monopolies, and with all political and incorporated 
"rings." He was always active in politics as in every other 
sphere of human activitj In Is b and 1837 he was a mem- 
ber of the State Senate. He died m Florida whither he had 
gone to escape the rigors of our nuithirn clime f consump- 
tion, March 17th, 1855 , and his flice in the business and 
other circles of Lowell hi& not jet been filled 

It is from 1829 that Odd Fellowohii dat«B its existence in 
Lowell, Merrimack Lodge having been institute! during that 
year. This Lodge was the last ot this order in the St^te that 
suconmhed to the opposition which all secret societies at one 
time encountered in Massachusetts. But in 1836 it ceased to 
exist. It was re-organized in 1839, and has continued ever 
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since. Four other Lodges were afterward formed, two of which 
still live — Mechanics', instituted in 1842, and Oberlin, insti- 
tuted in 18+3. Two Eucaiiipmeiits were also instituted here, 
one of which — Monomake, estJibiished ia 1843 — has survived 
to the present time. 

In July, 1830, an acr|uaintnnce was formed between two 
persons in Lowell, whose names are destined to be associated 
forever, being cemented by the triple bond of adultery, abor- 
tion and murder. One of them was Ephraim K. Avery, Pas- 
tor of the Pirst llethodist Episcopal Church, now in Hurd 
street ; the other was Sarah Maria Cornell, a member of the 
same church, a fair but frail factory girl, employed on the 
Hamilton Corporation. The reverend hypocrite made frequent 
calls at the Hamilton counting-room for intcrviewe with his 
paramour ; " and then it was — 



Little did cither of them dream that the amorous dalliances 
iu which they then indulged, would culminate, in a few fleet 
ing months, in one of the _raost appalling tragedies in the 
annals of New England. Others besides Avery enjoyed the 
favors of Miss Cornell, who was fina!ly expelled from his 
church for criminality and lying. In 1832, Avery removed to 
Bristol, Rhode Island. Miss Cornell followed, and took up 
her abode where she could communicate with him by personal 
interviews, as well as by letter. 

On the night of the twentieth of December, 1833, loud cries 
and groans were heard in iiierton a f^w miles from Bristol ; 
but the bloody tragedy then and there enacted, was not discov- 
ered until the following morning Ihe dead body of Miss 
Coruell was then found saspended by the neckin a stack yard 
fence, near the spot where such terrible cries had been heard 

»This9tatomeiiHainponsistnilwihthsnniT.tiienfATCrj', published wtth 
Uw report uf hia trial, by Rlcliard Oildtcih ou.l B. F. llnllett ; trat I had it from 
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on the evening before. There was indisputalile evidence tbat 
prior to the murder Mias Cornell had undergone the manipu- 
lations of an abortionist. By a remarkable coincidence, the 
day following that on which Miss Cornell was thus put out of 
the way, had been assigned by the Presiding Elder for the 
trial of Mr. Avery, before an ecclesiastical conrt, on a charge 
of adultery committed with Miss Cornell, in the preceding 
August, at a camp meeting at Thompson, in CoanecticuL 

Avery was soon afterward arrested at his hiding-place at 
Eindga, in New Hampshire, and carried to Newport, where- 
on the sixth of May, 1833, he was arraigned for trial. He 
was the first clergyman in the United States that was ever 
tried on an indictment for murder and his case wis one of the 
most remarkable in the annals of i.rime His trul continued 
for twenty-eight consecutive days. He wis defeadtd by the 
celebrated Jeremiah Mason and Eichard Iv Randolph and was 
finally acquitted. A Committee of the New EngKnd Ojnter 
ence reported, and the Conference unllushingly resohed that 
Avery was not only innocent of the murder but tint hi, wis 
also innocent of adultery with Miss C imell But the time 
had gone by when the convictions of mankind tould be con 
trolled by the decree of an ecclesiastical conclave, Avery 
having had the impudence to preach to his old society ia 
Lowell, shortly after the murder, a party of gentlemen, cot 
altogether blind to all moral distinctions, prepared to Lear 
him from the town on a rail. But before their preparations 
were completed, Avery fled. His pursuers gave expression to 
their resentment by hanging him in cf&gy. 

In 1830, the Town Hall was built, and the Fire Department 
established. Uur population had then increased to sis thou- 
sand f<}ur hundred and seventy-seven souls ; the principal 
streets of the present city had been laid out ; and the once 
rural hamlet had begun to wear a decidedly urban aspect. 

It was in 1830, that Patrick T. Jackson undertook the Cy- 
clopean work of the Boston and Lowell Eailroad. The line 
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f jT a macadamized road had already been aurveyed, when this 
road WIS projected and it was a part of the original plan to 
haie the cars drawn by horses. But just " in the nick of 
time the intclhpbnce of Mr. Stephenson's brilliant success 
in hn ex] criment with locomotive steam-engines on the Liver- 
p nl and Manchester Eailroad, reached the ever-open ears of 
Mr. Jackson, and convinced him that a similar road might he 
established here also. He corresponded with the best invent- 
ors and mechanics of England, availed himself of their valua- 
ble su^estions, and la five years the work was successfully 
completed. 

As a matter of course, all the incorrigible fogies of the 
country pronounced the project of a railroad with cars pro- 
pelled by Bt«am, to be radical, wild and visionary. Many a 
Mrs. Grundy indulged liberally in ridicule at both Mr. Jackson 
and his " castle -in- the-air " railroad. The stockholders com- 
plained of the repeated and enormous assessments which he 
imposed upon them, without any prospect, as those timid crea- 
tures thought, of any future dividends. Probably no other 
man then living in Massachusetts could have sustained himself 
against an opposition so powerful and so various. But the 
iron mind of that truly great man, — true to itself as the needle 
to the pole, — overcame every obstacle, and pressed right on- 
ward to the goal. 

How much the actual cost of this railroad esceeeded all pre- 
vious calculations, one fact will sufEciently indicate. In 1831, 
a Committee of Stockholders estimated the whole cost at four 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars; but out of the exuberant 
liberality of their generous hearts, they advised that six hun- 
dred thousand dollars be rmsed for that work; so that Mr. 
Jackson might have means "enough and to spare." But 
when, in 1835, the road had been completed, the actual cost 
was found to have been eighteen hundred thousand dollars ! or 
throe times the cost of the Middlesex Canal, and three times 
the cost estimated in 1831 ! 
7" 
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Thia tas often been represented as the first railroad started 
on this continent. But the Boston and Quincy Railroad was 
the first that carried freight — using horse-power. It was built 
in 1827. The first passenger road was the Baltimore and 
Ohio, opened with horse-power for fifteen miles in 1830. Lo- 
comotives were first used in 1831 on the Mohawk and Hudson 
Railroad, and in 1832 on the Baltimore and Ohio, and on the 
South Carolina Railroad. The Boston and Providence, Boston 
and "Worcester, Boston and Lowell Railroads, were each open in 
1835. 

In cutting through the mica slate and gneiss rock near the 
Nortlern depot, to lay the track of this railroad, remarkable 
intrusions of trap rock were uncovered, severing and disturbing 
the general strata. Similar seams of trap rock wore after- 
ward disclosed when the cut was made through the ledge on 
Fletcher street. Phenomena like these are always of interest 
to geologists. 

In 1831, the Railroad Bank was established, with a capital 
of six hundred thousand dollars. 

On the fifteenth of September, 1832, occurred the death of 
"the distinguished Judge Livermore. Edward St. Loe Liver- 
more was the son of the Hon. Samuel Livermore, and was 
born at Londonderry (N. H.) in 17G1. In 1783, he com- 
menced the practice of law at Concord, and was Solicitor for 
Rockingham Countyfrom 1791 to 1793. From 1787 to 1799. 
be was a Judge of the Superior Court of New Hampshire. 
He was elected Representative in Congress from the old Esses 
North District in 1807, and reelected in 1809. He removed 
to what is now Belvidere about 1816, purchasing the estate of 
Phillip Gedney, on which he resided till his death. The 
Livermore estate then passed into the hands of John Nesmith, 
a,nother native of Londonderry, and of the same sinewy Scotch- 
Irish stock, which has given to the United States so many 
distinguished men — Presidents Jackson, Polk, Buchanan, and 
Johnson, Generals McClellan, Grant, Sherman, Butler and Mc- 
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Dowell, not to meution James Gordon Bcunctt and Horace 
Greeley. 

In 18:jl-i, the Police Court was established — beingthe first 
loyal court established here, since Major General Daniel Goo- 
kin played the part of judge, assisted by the Apostle Eliot 
and the Christian Indian Chiefs, The first Justice of the new 
court was Joseph Locke. 

The bounds of the city were extended in 1834, by the an- 
nexation of Belvidere ; ^ and the same year gave birth to the 
Lowell Advertiser. After running for some time under the 
editorship of B. E. Hale, the Advertiser passed into the hands 
of Eliphalct Case. In the list of Mr. Case's auecessors are 
found the names of N. P. Banks, H. H. Weld, J. G. Abbott, 
I. W. Beard, William Butterficld, Henry E. and Samuel C. 
Baldwin, Eisher A. Hildreth, Eobbina Dinemore, and J. J. Ma- 
guire. The Advertiser always supported the Democracy ; but 
the Democracy never supported the Advertiser ; and in 1864 
it collapsed. 

In 1833 the Lowell Irish Benevolent Society was estab- 
lished. Their charitable disbursements amount to fifteen 
hundred dollars per annum. In 1843, this society was incor- 
poratad by the Legislature. 

In 1S33, Francis A. Calvert began in Lowell that career of 
mechanical invention, which has given to the world the bur- 
ring-mac hinc, the comber, and the cotton-willow. The first 
worsted -spinning machinery in Lowell was built and started 
by hira. As the final product of his genius, the world is yet 
promised a percussive steam-engine, though this chef d'muvre 
remains thus far imperfect. His ingenious brother, William 
W. Calvert, came to Lowell in 1825, and remained for twenty 
years. He died in 1847, at Panama. 

On the 36th of June, 1833, Andrew Jackson, President of 
the Ignited States, made a visit to Lowell, accompanied by 
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Martin Van Buren, then Yioe President, Judge Woodhnry, 
and other members uf the Cabinet. A brief address of wel- 
come was made by Joshua Swan, Chairman of the Board of 
SeleL'tmen; to whii'h the President made an appropriate re- 
sponse. He then proceeded through the principal streets, 
where triumphal arches had been erected and decorated artis- 
tically with flags and flowers. He was escorted by the Seleet- 
men, the Committee of Arrangements, [of whiuh Kirk Boott 
was Chairman), a regiment of militia, a cavalcade of two hun- 
dred itizens SIX hundred "obool chil Iren ind o\er twentj five 
hundred fa tory girls Clothel in white these J owell f torj 
girl looked like 1 verel ang Is rhe> walked four deep, 
anl th ir beiuty and their eleg nee f dress were greatly 
admired The procession jissed in review before the Presi- 
dent with drums heat ng e«n n b oming binncrs fljing, 
handkerchiefs waiin^ and nine times nini. hcirlj :,hters of 
wel mc 1 he old hero coull hardly hive been mo le moved 
amid the din of battle at New Orleans, than by the exbilerat- 
ing spectacle here presented. He seemed to enter Lowell, as 
Seipio entered Bome after the defeat of Hannibal, or as Napo- 
leon entered Paris after the treaty of Campo Formio. The 
procession over, the President visited the Merrimack Com- 
pany's mills, and saw some of the works put in operation by 
the girls in their gala attire. On his return to the hotel, he 
was visited by a young lady, who requested the privilege of 
kissing the father of her country. It was a startling request ; 
but Jackson submitted with becoming resignation. 

It is interesting to observe how a spectacle like this impressed 
the imagination of the distinguished Trench statesman, Oheva- 
lier, now Minister of Finance to Napoleon the Third : — 

r, they would be admired at n dla- 



*e monder of RoaibrBndt— they Iselong t 
bey lire tie episodes of a wondrous epic ■ 
;o pOBlerity, Uint of tlie coming of democi 
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Tour m ntbs afte Jackson s depart ire )ct 1 er 2 th 1S33 
Heny i_hy v ted Lo veil was shown through the m lis and 

h 1 and treated with ill the attent on lue to so d st n 
j,a 1 e I a guest Luther Lawrence was ha rman of the 
( m ttee of Ar anp,ementa k k Boott hiv ng decl ned 
]i n 111 er ng how LUy hid ad ocatcd the declaration of war 
n st t.ngl<ind a ISl — how he had made 1 a country the 
c j y of Napoleon — and how n Napole n a downfall he 
1 1 J t hed up a hiaty peace w tho t securing one of the 
1 1 ts for Th eh wir had h^en d lared — Mr B tt utterly 
ret J to a sist n any honors t Mr Clay 

111 th c enin^ Mr flay addressed the c t zena m the Town 
H 11 wl ch was illum nated w th candlee and th gh Eirk 
L t not tl er the hall was filled to its utmost eapao ty 

^ e I bably has n rator faced a more enth siast c au 
I Never was an aud en e moved hy a more mpaas oned 

t 

N B teen j ears r lied away the twenty fifth f )ctoher 
aine r ua 1 aga n bnt tl sle p that know no wak g had 
f II n Hen 7 f lay and all th t was mortal of h s great 

n f ee Dan 1 'Webster lav n the chamh r at MarshtieU 
att 1 for the tomb I 

In M y 1S34 the f mous om o statesman Colonel David 
t rocl-ett, visited Lowell, and was hospitably entertained iit the 
Stone House, near Pawtucket Falls, He visited the factories; 
and at the Middlesex Jlilla, Samuel Lawrence presented him 
with a suit of broadcloth. He met the young men of Lowell, 
by their request, at sapper, and made a shrewd, sensible speech, 
full of Crockettisms and fun.'-* 

A few months after Crockett, came G-eorge Thompson, Mem- 
ber of Parliament and Abolitionist, who, as many a village 
politician verily believed, was sent on his campaign in the Un- 
ited States by the British Government, and had his pockets 
loaded with British gold, for the espress purpose of breaking 
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up our glorious Union. On October Sth, I83i, he spoke in 
the Town Ilall, wliere ■'gentlemen of property and standing" 
banded together and mohhed him as an emissary of the devil. 
A brick which was thrown at him through the window, and 
which failed to hit him, was long preserved as a sacred relic 
by the late H. L. C. Newton, one of Thompson's most ardent 
friends. 

It was in 1834 that M. Chevalier, the French political ccono- 
mist, already mentioned, was sent to this country by M. Thiers, 
Minister of the Interior to Louis Phillippi, for the purpose of 
inspecting the publio works of the United States. His impres- 
sions touching the characteristics of our social organization 
and the workings of our political institutions, were published 
in letters to the Journal dei Debate, and afterward as a sepa- 
rate work. These letters attracted great attention at the time. 
In a letter from Lowell, he says : 

" Unlike the cities of Europe, wlilch wore bDilt by somu domi (rail, son nt 
Jnpiter, or l)>'eoro«horo of the seigfl of Troy, or by an inspiration of ihegenlm 
of s Cteser or bb Aleiandei', or hy the asaislnnoe of eomo holy monit, Hllrncting 
orowds by hla miracles, or by the caprice of aorae grent ktnif. like LouU XIV. 
or Frederick, or by an edlet of Peter the Great, It (Loirell) Is neither a plons 
foundation, a refoge of the persecuted, nor a military post. It la a !:pemlutioa 
of thi iMrclumts of Boltim. The same spirit of entorprlso which the Inst year 
suggtEted to them to send a cargo of ice to Calcutta, that Lord n'illl;iin 13i^n- 
tinokandthe Nabobs of the India Company might drink their wine cool, has 
[>ensa, with all the edifictcs required 



Foreseeing that the Merrimack Valley and indeed all New 
England would become to Boston what Lancashire was to 
Liverpool, M. Ohevalier continues : 



tures. It is in fact already done, and Lowell is a little Mancheelei-." 

So pleased was M. Chevalier with the factories and factory 
girls of Lowell, that, more than thirty years later, in 1866, 
when a member of the Commission charged with the organiza- 

• Letters from the United States, p. 131. 
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tion of tlie Expositioa of 1867, lie wrote to Senator Sumner, 
invoking his efforte to have a group of these girla sent to Paris, 
with their looms, so that they might be seen in Paris, at work, 
aa tliej are seen in Lowell. 

In 1835, Joel Stone of Lowell and J. P. Simpson of Boston 
built the steamboat " Herald," and placed her upon the Mer- 
riuntk to plj twii,p •\ day betwien Lowell and N'ishui But 
11* m^ to the shortness of the distance the inoonTenienL.e of 
the ! mding pla<es and the necessity for shiftmgs ot the pas 
mongers and baggage this enterpnsc proved a failuic even 
I elore tlje railroad wis cpi,m.d between the two termini It 
w IS. however continued bv Tooeph Bradley until after the open- 
ing of the railroad when the boat was taken to Newburjport, 
mi Slid fir serM:,e dsewhere 

In the same year th-^t the Herald began her tiipa the 
ticishua and Lowell Eaikoid Company wa? im-oiporatcd with 
a (,^[it^! Df $( 00 OUU the lowdl Almshonsi. dates from the 
ajine year. 

The Hall of the Middlesex Mechanics' Association was also 
erected in 1 835, ehiefly by contributions from the various man- 
ufacturing companies of Lowell. In this hall hang full-length 
paintings of George Washington, Kirk Boott, Patrick T. Jack- 
son, Abbott Lawrence, Nathan Appleton, and John A. Lowelk 
There, too, are half-length portraits of Daniel Webster and 
Elisha Huntington, with busts of Abraham Lincoln and George 
Peabody. 

On the sixth of January, 1835, first appeared the Lowell 
Courier, the oldest daily newspaper now existing in Middlesex 
County. Per ten years it was published tri-weekly only, hut 
became a daily in 1S45. Its publishers were Leonard Hunt- 
ress and Daniel H. Knowlton, and it was printed in the office 
of thp Merniry — a weekly paper started in 1829, and after- 
ward consolidated with the Courier. In the Tebruary follow- 
ing the Toumal also was consolidated with the Courier. In 
the editorial roll of the .Toumal, and of the Courier, during 
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the last forty years, we find the names of John S. C. Know!- 
ton, John R, Adams, John L. Sheafe, Edward C. Purdy, John 
S. Sleeper, H. H, "VVeld, John P. Robinson, Seth Ames, Charles 
H. Looke, Daniel H. Enowlton, Leonard Huntress, Thomas 
Hopkinsou, Elisha Bartlett, Elisha Huntington, Elisha Fuller, 
Albert Locke, Bobbins Dinsmore, William 0. Bartlett, Daniel 
S. Richardson, William Schoaler, William 8. Robinson, James 
Atkinson, Leander R, Streeter, John H. Warland, Charles Cow- 
ley, John A. Groodwin, Benjamin W. Ball, Samuel N". Merrill, 
Homer A. Cooke, Zina E. Stone and George A. Mardcn. 

In this list are many of the ablest men that have ever re- 
sided in Lowell. Under their management this paper was 
often quoted as authority by other journals in Sew England. 
But the gravitation of all things toward Boston, with the im- 
mense and inevitable superiority of the papers of that city, 
has arrested the growth of the Courier, and of many other 
papers within equal proximity to " the Hub." What with 
Bteam-railroads, horse-railroads, telegraphs and the habit of 
traveling, Lowell is now, practically, as near to Boston as 
Charlestown was in the first days of the Courier. It is time 
that counts now. Space is eztinguiehed. 

By this time, the fame of Lowell as a theatre of the Cotton 
Manufacture had extended throughout Christendom. The 
solid Englishman, the impressible Frenchman, the phlegmatic 
Dutchman, thought the tour of the United States incomplete 
until he had visited Lowell. It was not enough to visit ITew 
York and New Orleans, traverse the prairies, climb the Alle- 
ghanies, and listen to the thunder of Niagara. He must come 
to the City of Spindles, and enter the great temples of the 
" Divinity of Labor," each more spacious than the Temple of 
Jeddo, the Mosque of St. Sophia, or the Cathedral of Milan ; 
and hear from the legions of priests and priestesses "the 
Gospel according to Poor Richard's Almanac." 

Through these visitors, Lowell first awoke to the singular 
beauty of her own natural scenery. The whole valley of the 
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Merrimack is noteil for its pictureequeneBS ; but from the 
mouataiDs to the main, there is eo lovelier scene than that 
■which meets the eye when from the emnmit of Christian Hill, 
we look down upon Lowell, and survey the varied landscape 
unrolled like a beautiful map hefore ns. The spacious natural 
amphitheatre surrounded by hills, — the sky-hlue rivers, — 
the long lines of mills, — the labyrinth of hrick and masonry, 
— the oheliscal chimnies curtaining the heavens with smoke, — 
the spires of churches, belfries of factories, and gables o 
houses, — the radiant cross of St. Patrick's pointing away from 
earth, — the forests in the background, and the noble blue 
mountains of Monadnock, Wachusett and Watatic in the 
distance, — all combine to form a scene that must be pleasing 
to every eye that has been cjuickened to the beauties of art and 
nature. 



St. Anne's— Urat Baptiat— Fii'et CongrBgatJonal— St. Paul's— First Univev- 
s.iUst— tjnicai-iaii'— Appletoa Street Congrogntloiial—Wartlica Street Bap- 
tiat—St. Patrick's— Freewill Baptist— Sacond Unlversallst- Third Baptdst 
-^obo Street Congregational- Wottlien Street Methodist— St. Peter'e — 
MiniEti'y-at-Large— Kirk Stieet Congregational— High Street Congrega- 
tiunal— St. Mary'i^— Third Untrei'saliat— Central Methodist— Lee Street 
Unttavian— Fresoott Street Weelejan— Methodist Protestant Chnrch— St. 
John's. 

St. Anne's Church was the first edifice that was dedicated 
to religious worship in the present territory of Lowell, since 
the erection of that modest log chapel in which the Bev. John 
Eliot and his Indian assistant, Samuel, preached to the copper- 
colored Christians of Wamesit, two centuries ago. 
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The founders of the Mcrtimack Corporation made earlj 
provision for religious worship among their operatives. "In 
December, 1822," says Appleton, "Messrs. Jackson and Boott 
were appointed a committee to build a suitable church ; and 
in April, 182i, it was voted that it should he huilt of stone, 
not to exceed a cost of nine thousand dollars." The Epis- 
copal form of service was adopted, hecause Mr. Boott waa 
an Episcopalian, and naturally desired to bring into "the 
Church" as many as possible of the people then tiocting to 
East Chelmsford, some of whom had drank of one dilution of 
Christianity, some of another, and some of none at all. The 
church was organized, February 24th, 182-1, and was called 
originally " The Merrimack Keligious Society." 




The first public religious services were conducted by tie 
■Rev. Theodore Edson, on Sunday, March 7th, 1824, in the 
Merrimack Company's School House, which was opened to 
pupils the same year. The church edifice and the parsonage 
adjoining were erected in 1S25. It is a substantial edifice, 
built of dark stone, with Gothic doors and arched windows, 
and shaded by forest trees. The cost of the edifice, including 
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suliseqiient additions, was about $16,000. It was consecrated 
by Bishop Griswold, March 16tli, 1835.'' The E«v. Dr. Ed- 
eon, the first and only rector of this ehureb, bids fair to cele- 
brate the Jubilee of St. Anne's, in 1874. 

In tlie fflwer of St. Anne's is a cbime of eleven bells, 
mounted in 1857, weigliing nearly ten thousand pounds and 
costing over $4,000. Their sonorous tones would be better 
appreciated had they been placed higher. 

" AroiiJ these peaceful ecencs Ihcir sound 

Has soothed the wrelched— eheei-ed the poor; 
la them has Love a solace foiii]i]. 
And Hope a friend sincere and euro." 

On the eighth of February, 1826, the First Baptist Church 
was organized. The church edifice — one of the largest in 
Lowell — was built the same year, the land being given to 
the society by Mr. Thomas Hurd, the satinet manufacturer 
mentioned in a former chapter. The edifice, which cost over 
810,000, was dedicated November 15th, 1826, when the Kev. 
John Cookson was installed as pastor. He was dismissed 
August 5th, 1827, and was succeeded, June 4th, 1828, by 
the Eev. Enoch W. Freeman, who remained until his myste- 
rious death, September 22nd, 1833. Eev. Joseph W. Eaton 
was ordained pastor of this church, February 24t]i, 1836, 
and dismissed February 1st, 1837. Bev. Joseph Ballard was 
installed December 2'>th lfi37 and dismissed September 1st, 
1846. Eev Daniel t, Ediy was ordained, January 29th, 
1846, and dismissed itter a longer pastorate than any of his 
predecessors at the close of 1856. Dr. Eddy was Speaker 
of the Massachusetts House of Eepresentativee in 1S55, and 
Chaphin of the Senate in 185t). Eev. William H. Alden was 
installed June 14th, 1857, and dismissed in April, 1864. 
Eev. William E. Stanton was ordained November 2nd, 1865. 

The First Congregational Church was organized June 6th, 
1826. The church edifice was built in 1827, on land given 

• See Ihe St. Anne's Church case, 14 Gray, pp. 636-613 ; anii EdsoQ'e Ibix- 
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by the Locia and Canals Company, and cost, with improve- 
ments, some 813.000. '.Cte first pastor, Eev, George C. Beck- 
with, was ordained July 18th, 1827, and dismissed March 
IStU, 1829. Eev. Amos Blanchaid, D. D., was ordained 
DeoemW 5tb, 1829, and dismissed May 21st, 1845, when 
he became pastor of the Kirk Street church. Eev. "Willard 
Child was installed pastor, October Ist, 1845, and dismisHod 
January Slat, 1855. Eev. J. L. Jenkins was ordained Octo- 
ber 17th, 1855, and dismissed in April, 1862. Eev. George N. 
Webber was installed in October, 1862, and dismissed April 
lat, 1867. Eev. Horace James, the present pastor, succeeded 
bim. 




jiHnij|''l^^j<' 



The Hurd Street Methodist Episcopal Church dates from 
1826. The edifice is the largest Protestant church in Lowell; 
it was erected in 1839, at an expense of $18,500. It being 
the custom of the denomination to make frequent changes in 
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the location of their clergy, the pastors of this church have 
been numerous, and their terms of service brief. Rev. Ben- 
jamin Griffin was pastor in 1826; A. D. Merrill in 1827; 
B. F. Lambert in 1828 ; A. D. Sargeant in 1829 ; E. K. Avery 
in 1830 and 1831 ; George Pickering in 1832; A. D. Mer- 
rill, for the second time, in 1833 and 1834 ; Ira M. Bidwell 
in 1835; Orange Scott in 1836; E. M. Stickney in 1837 
and 1838 ; Orange Scott, again, in 1839 and 1840 ; Schuyler 
Hoes in 1841 and 1842; W. H. Hatch in 1843 and 1844; 
Abel Stevens in 1845 ; C. K. True in 1846 and 1847 ; A. A. 
"WiUetsia 1848; John H. Twombly in 1849 and 1850; G. 
F Cox in 1851 and 1859- L D Barrows in 185^ andl8'i4; 
D E Chapn 18 5 George M Steele n 18 6 and 1867; 
H M Loud n 1858 and lb59 "W 11 im E Chrk In 1860 
anl ISri Dan el Dorchester n ISe' and l&ri Samuel F. 
ITplim in 1864 186 and 1866 In 18b5 Eev Mr Ipham 
was Gha]la n of the Massaehusetts House of Pepresentat yes. 
He -ivas h cceeded hy Kev S F Jones in 1867 




In July, 1827, a society was organized under the name of 
ike First Universalist Church. In the following year, they 
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erected their chuieli on Obapel street, but removed it in 1837 
to Central street. The edifice cost $16,000. The first pastor 
settled over thia church was the Eev. Eliphalet Case, mho 
officiated here from 1828 to 1830, hut afterward abandoned 
the ministry to become a reformer, a politician, a post-master, 
a journalist, and a rum-seller. The next four pastors were 
Calvin Gardner, from 1830 to 18S3 ; 'Ihomas B. Thayer, from 
1833 to 1845; E. G. Brooks, in 1845; and Criah Clark, 
from 1846 to 1850, when he began to develope "Free Love" 
proclivities. Eev. T. B. Thayer was again settled here in 
1851, and remained till October, 1857. He was much be- 
loved by his people, and the regrets which attended his depar- 
ture, were intensified by a painful accident shortly afterward, 
which involved the fracture and almost loss of a leg, with the 
additional af9.iction of a newspaper war with some of his own 
.Burgeons. In 1859. Eev. J. J. Twiss succeeded Dr. Thayer. 

At the time of the organization of thia society, the lords 
of the loom, under the monarchy of Kirk Boott, exercised 
arbitrary power, not only over the acts ad t tut Iso 
over the thoughts and even over the charit f th n their 
employ. To cherish the hope that the lov a L nln f the 
Father will attend the whole family of man h uf.h th If to 
come, was enough to put any man under a el d F c nt ib- 
uting toward the erection of this church, and tor advocating 
the principles ot Gen JacJtaon, Mr. (now Eev.) T. J. Green- 
wood was dismissed tiom his place as an overseer on the Mer- 
rimaek Corporation bj the direct order of Mr. Boott. Such 
an act of bigotry would hardly occur now. We have made 
some pngress during the forty years of Lowell, By the way, 
it was in Mr, Gieenwood's room, that Wathaniel P. Banks 
began his career as a "bobbin-boy," ere yet ho aspired to be- 
come a lawyer, legislator, governor, major-general, etc. 

The South Congregational (Unitarian) Church was organized 
November 7th, 183ft. The edifice cost $32,000, and was ded- 
icated December 25th, 1832. Eev. "William Barry was pastor 
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of thia cturch from 1830 to 1835 ; Henry A. Miles, D. D., 
from 1836 to 1853; Theodore Tibbetts, in 1855 and 1856; 
Frederick Hinckley, from 186fi to 1864. E«y. Charica Grin, 
nell was ordained pastor February I9th, 1867. 




The Appleto t e t 3 tL 1 ij LoTi^i „jt on 1 Chur 1 Utes 
from Dcccnibei nd 18 TIp edilice which cost $4 100, 

was erected in I'iSI The succession of pastors hai been 

William Twining fiom Is 1 to 1885 I C Emc j from 
1837 to 1852; George Darling, from 1852 to 1855; John P. 
OleaTeland, D. D., from 1855 to 1862, when ho became Chap- 
lain of the Thirttcth Regiment, in the Department of the Gulf ; 
J. E. Rankin, from 1863 to 1865. Rev. A. P. Foster was 
ordained October 3rd, 1866. 

The "Worthen Street Baptist Church was organized in 1831. 
The edifice known as St. Mary's Church was built for this 
society. The present edifice was built in 1838, costing $8,000. 
The pastors have been — Jamea Bamaby, from 1832 to 1835 ; 
Lemuel Port«r, from 1835 to 1851 ; J. W. Smith, from 1851 
to 1863 ; D. D. Winn, from 1853 to 1855 ; T. D. "Worrall, of 



oy Google 



92 HIETOKY 07 LOWELL. 

memory like TIriah Claxt, from 185S to 1867 ; J. "W. Bonbain, 
from 1B57 to 1860 ; George F. Warrec, from 1860 to 1867- 

The digging of the canals and the building of the mills 
early attracted the sons of "the Emerald Isle" to Lowell. 
Different clergymen of their faith attended them here, Becured 
for the time such places as were obtainable, and offered "the 
clean sacrifice for the quick and dead." In 1831, a church 
was erected called St, Patrick's, which was replaced in 1854 
by the splendid edifice which now bears that name, the cost of 
which was about $75,000. This building is 1 86 feet long by 
106 wide. The height of the body of the church is 61 feet 
from the floor. The architecture is of the Gothic style of the 
thirteenth century. Bishop Ktzpatrick of Boston, assisted by 
Bishop O'Eiley of Hartford, consecrated this church, October 
29th. 1834. The pastors of St. Patrick's have been— Revs. 
John Mahoney, Peter Connelly, James T. McDcrmott, Henry 
J. Tucker, and John O'Brien. Among the many assistants 
that haye officiated here, was Ect. Timothy O'Brien, who died 
in 1855, and to whose memory an elegant monument was erected 
in St. Patrick's Church-yard. 

In 1833, a free church of the Christian denomination waa 
organized ander the ministry of Ecy Timothy Cole. Success- 
ful for some years the experiment finally f jiled and Cole's 
church after passmg through the hjnda of the Methodists, 
became first a Jame hall and afterward the armory of the 
Jackson Musketeers an In^h militan cmpany whose mus- 
kets were taken from them by Ijov. trardnei. Haying men- 
tioned the Jackson Musketeers, it is but fair to say that when 
the late war broke out in 1861, they forgot and forgave the 
Know Nothing fanaticism of 1S5S, and, rushing to arms among 
the first, illustrated on many a bloody field how bravely the 
sons of Ireland die for their adopted homes. 

The Freewill Baptist Church was organized in 1834. The 
proprietors were incorporated in 1836. The spacious edifice 
on Merrimack street, opposite Central street, was erected in 



oy Google 



HISTORY OF LOWELL. 93 

1837 at a cost of $20 000 wliicli wis largely entitrilj ited by 
the factory girls Theie preiL-ted the son ewhat fimous Elder 
Ihurston now no more in honest man anl jopular aa a 
preacher hut moapahlc of mini^mg irofortant matteis of 
business s\idi is he was fo libhly enooniaged to undertake 
in coBJiCLtioE with this churcli Thioagh his incapacity more 
than ten thousand dollars was loit m the course of e i yeirs 
and % tremendous {amc ensued He was denounctd as a 
thief ml mdictel and convioted of cheating but the Supreme 
Couit set the verdiot aside and the pioaecution t the elder 
was stepped 

fhtn aiose contrOTersies atout the chuioh properly whiuh 
was unler moie thin fifty attathmento at once Theoe suits 
ended adKeieelj to the scciety ^nl on Tily 29th 1846 the 
deac ns were foioibly ijectel from the church 1-y Joseph 
Butferfield a Deputy Sb'-nff on an execution issue 1 upon a 
judj,ment belonging to Benjamin F Butter Ihoraas Hopkm 
son and Tapjiii T\ entwcith who person illy assisted m oust 
in^ the deicrn" 

ihat ccmedy might t How trigedy the new piopiiettrs 
Ben am n F Butlei and Pisher A Ilildreth i,oii\erted the 
church 11 to ^ mufe «n and theatro Aftei bein^ used thus 
for nine jears on e stru;,k by lightning and three times 
burned in IST this ill starred edifice was fitted uj for a 
dance hall a boviliag alley lawyers offices a newspaper office 
an exchange etu 

Attempts haye been made to use one part of it as a leeture 
hall but without euiLess tb ugh the famous Tola Mintez 
the di3(,arded mistress Df the lato Jcmg of Bavana delivered 
her lecture on Bea itiful '\\ omen here Nor have the attempts 
to use this edifice as a caucus-hall been any more successful. 
The last attempt of the kind was made in 1860. On that 
memorable occasion, Theodore H. Sweetser began a speech; 
but just as he was capping his first climax, a gentleman who 

"S Metcalf, 301; a Cushlng, 697; 4 Ciiahlng, 30i. — __ 
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Bion of thiB edifice luto a museum. Let ub h.pe that bef re 
another twenty years have rolled by, this church. — the mon- 
ument of the piety of tbo factory girls of Lowell—wiil be 
restored to its original purposes, and reconsecrated to the wor- 
ship of the everliving God, 




In 1853, another edifice was built on Paige street, costing 
?16,7O0, now occupied by this church. The pastors of this 
oburch have been — Eevs. Nathaniel Thurston, Jonathan Wood- 



sy GoOglc 



UISTORY OF LOWELL. 95 

man, Silas Curtia, A. K. Moulton, J. B. Dayia, Darwin Mott, 
(a wolf in sheep's clothing, who finally ran away with another 
man's wife,) Gteorge W. Bean, and J. B, Drew. 

The Second Universalist Church was gathered in 1836, and 
the house erected in 1837, at a cost of $20,000. The pastors 
of this church have been — Z. Thompson, from 1837 to 1839 ; 
Abel C. Thomas, from 1839 to 1842 ; A. A. Miner, D. D., 
from 1842 to 1848; L. J. Fletcher, who became involved in 
his domestic relations, and remained but a few months ; L. B. 
Mason, from 1848 to 1849 ; I. D. Williamson, from 1849 to 
1860 ; N. M. ftaylord, from 1850 to 1853. John S. Dennis, 
Charles Cravens and Charles H. Button were then settled here 
for a few months each. In 1859, Eev. L; J. Fletcher again 
became pastor, having, since his former settlement, run a varied 
career as preacher, play-writer, actor, gold-miner, school-master, 
lawyer, politician, judge of insolvency, etc. His second pasto- 
rate continued three years, and was eminently successful. Rev. 
F. E. Hicka succeeded Mr. Fletcher, but soon died, and was 
succeeded in 1866 by Eev. John G. Adams, 

On July 4th, 1836, the Lowell Sabbath School Union was 
organized, by the pastors of the aeveral evangelical churches, 
and the superintendents and teachers of the various Sunday 
Schools connected therewith. 

The John Street (Orthodox) Congregational Church was 
organized May 9th, 1839. Their edifice was built the same 
year, at a coat of 820,000, and dedicated January 24th, 1840. 
Eev. Stedman W. Hanhs, the first pastor, was ordained March 
20th, 1840, and dismissed February 3rd, 1853. He was suc- 
ceeded by Eev. Eden E, Foster, D, D., who resigned his charge 
in 1861, bat resumed his ministrations here in 1866. During 
his absence, Eev. Joseph W. Backus, was pastor. 

In 1840, the Third Baptist Church was organized. In 1846, 
the edifice now occupied by the Central Methodist Church, waa 
built for this society, costing about $14,000. After battling 
for life for nearly twenty years, under the pasterates of Eeva. 
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John G. Naylor, Ira Pereon, John Duncan, Sereno Howe, John 
Duer, and John Hubbard, this church was disbanded in 1861. 
The mention of the Eev. Sereno Howe renders it proper to 
eay, that during hie seven jears' residence in Lowell, from 
1849 to 1856, his private life was irreproachable. That he 
afterward became addicted to licentious indulgencies, in Ah- 
ington, maj, in charity, he attributed t« constitutional inSrra- 
ities, against which he maj have struggled long and bravely, 
but in Tain. 




The Worthen Street Methodist Episcopal Church was organ- 
ized October Snd, ISil, and the edifice erected in 1842, at a 
cost of $8,800. The succession of pastors has been — Revs. 
A. D. Sargeant, A. D. Merrill, J. S. Springer, Isaac A. Savage, 
Charles Adams, I. J. P. Collyer, M. A. Howe, J. W. Dadmun, 
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^Villiam H. Hatiih, A. D, Sargoant, (again), L. E. TLaj-cr, 
William H. Hatch, (again), and .T. 0. Peck, one of tlie 
gayest Lotharios that ever flourished in the Lowell pulpit 
Scv. George Whittaier succeeded Mr. Peck in 1867. 

St Peter's Roman Catholic Church was gathered on Christ- 
maa Day, 1841, and the edifice built the same year, costing 
122,000. Rev. James Conway, the first pastor of 8t. Peter's, 
a March, 1847, by Rev. Peter Crudden. 




In 1843, the Lowell Missionary Society established a Min- 
istry -at-Large after the style of that established in Boston by 
the Rev. Dr. Tuckerman. E«v. Horatio "Wood has officiated 
in this ministry since 1844, He has also labored assiduously 
and succe^fully in Free Evening Schools, Sunday Mission 
Schools, etc. 

The Kirk Street Congregational Church dates from 1845, 
and the edifice from 1S46. The cost of the land, edifice, 
organ, etc., was $22,000. Rev. Amoa Blanchard, D. D., baa 
been pastor of this church ever since its organization. 
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Isaac S. Cushman, Isaac J. P. CoUyer, Chester Field, Lorenzo 
K. Thayer and J. H. Mansfield. Rev. Andrew McKeown suc- 
cccileil Mr. Mansfield in 186.5, and remained two years. He 
1 1807 Ijy Rev. William C. High. 




In 1850, a pioturesque stone edifice, of Gothic style, with 
stained windows, waserected on Lee street, at a cost of S20,001>. 
It was designed for a Unitarian society, organized in 1846, 
which occupied it until 1861, whose pastors were Eevs. M. A. 
H. Niles, "William Barry, Augustus Woodbury, J. K. Earcher, 
John B. Willatd, and William C. Tenney. 

Since 1864 it has been occupied by a society of Spiritualists. 

The wooden edifice on I'rescott street containing Leonard 
Worcester's clothes-making establishment, has an ecclesias- 
tical history that must not be lost. It was the first church 
erected by the Episcopal Methodists in Lowell, and was built 
in 1827. It stood originally at the corner of Elm and Central 
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both clerical and lay, not the least of whom was Captain Wy- 
man himself. But after a few years the enterprise aborted ; 
and the edifice passed into the hands of the Second Advect- 
ists, a society formed here as early as 1843, 

St. John's Episcopal church was erected ia 1861, and con- 
secrated by Bishop Easthurn, July 16th, 1863. Hev. Charles 
Vi Homer who had previously been assistant minister at St. 
Anne " was the first rector. On November 22nd, 1862, he 
resigned and was surceeded in 1863, by Eev. Cornelius B, 
Smith to whjm in 1S6S succeeded Eev. Charles L. Hutchins. 
In thisi editi* is a Memorial Window to the late Elisha Hun- 
tington. 

Besides the churches herein chronicled, others have been 
formed at various times, which acquired no permanent foot- 
hold, but experienced all varieties of fortune, and passed into 
the limbo of oblivion, leaving no discemable footprints on the 
ever-changing sands of time. 

The number of churches now " in commission " here is eigh- 
teen. The population of Lowell is about forty thousand. If, 
then, we assume each church to have, upon an average, six hun- 
dred attendants, we shall have, in the aggregate, ten thousand 
eight hundred church-goers ; and if to this we add twenty-two 
hundred who are reached through the Ministry-at-Large, the 
Mission Schools, etc., we shall still have twenty-seven thousand 
souls unprovided with stated religious instruction. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SCHOOL HISTORY OF LOWELL. 

District Schools— HiRh Snhool—Edaon— Washington — Bartlett — Aflains— 
FninkliD— Mood)-— Gi'OBD — Mann— Colbupn—Varnum— Inlermeiliate— 
Evening— Carney Medals— Superintendence, etc. 

Before the manufacturing companies began their operations 
here, the eastern school district of Chelmsford contained two 
common district schools, one near the pound on the old Chelms- 
ford road, and the other near Pawtucket Falla In 1824, the 
Mecrimaok Company, at their own expense, established a school 
for the children of their operatives, and placed it under the 
supervision of Rev. Theodore Edson, their minister. This 
school — the germ of the present Bartlett Sehool — was kept in 
the lower story of the building then occupied by the Merri- 
mack Religious Society. Colburn's " lirst Lessons," and his 
" Sequel " were introduced here, though much denounced and 
opposed by those who did not understand them. In the fol- 
lowing year, the opposition to Oolburn's books abated, the 
school being then in charge of Joel Lewis, who had been a 
pupil of Colburn, and understood the use of his books. 

In 182fi, the new-born town of Lowell was divided into 
six school districts ; and one thousand dollars was appropri- 
ated for the support of schools during that year. The school 
for the first district was that which the Merrimack Company 
had founded ; that for the second district stood near where 
the Hospital now stands ; that for the third, near the Pound ; 
that for the fourth, near Hale's Milis ; that for the fifth— the 
germ of the present Edson School — near the site of the Free 
Chape! ; that for the sixth, near the south corner of Central 
and Hurd streets. As population multiplied, other schools 
were opened, but the number of districts remained unchanged 
until 1833, when the district system terminated. 
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Tlio fii'st School Committee consisted of Theodore Edson, 
"SVatTcii Colhui-ti, Isamuel BatchoWcv, .Tohn O. Greeii, and EU- 
slia HuntiDgton. Their report was read ia the toivu meeting 
in March, lf<27, and recorded in the town bock. The appi-o- 
ptiate custom of reading scliool comnHttecs' reports in town 
meeting ia now universal in Massachusetts. Ijoncord, which 
claims the honor of leading in this custom, did not adopt it 
until 18S0, four j^ars after it had been introduced itt Lowell.'' 

Ill tbe management of these schools, the School Gomuiittee, 
for some years, cnaountered many difficulties, through the fierce 
antagonisms of interest and fccliDg which arose between the 
old setticM SiTui tJie opefratives in tho mills. The old preju- 
dice against Coiterrn^s hooks s)oa terivod with unwonted ftirj, 
especiaily in the third dietrict. whieli was the smallest and tlie 
most troublesome in the town. In the winter of 1820-r, a 
teaelier— ^I'orloj iloiae — was emplajcd hy the Prudential Com- 
mittw, who joined in the- exposition ia Uoibaru'a hooks, and 
whom tlie School Committee, refused to appi-ove ; hiit ilie Pru- 
dential Committee, eontrary to ia-w, backed by die pcojile, sua- 
taiiicd him in his seiool. The oscitemont reached its crisis at 
the town meeting in March, IS2S. The report of the School 
Committee had no sooner beea read, than, by vote of the 
mooting, it waa laid under the liilile , and a motion was made 
that tho Committee be laid under tho table too. Xoithtr 
Golham, nor Eilson. nor any of their associates were then re- 
elected ; but a new Committee was oliosou, p-erfeotly supple 
and subservient to popular caprice. 

The operation of the comples machinery of the District 
system was attended with constant friction; and on the tliird 
of September, 1SJI2, a town meeting w^e Iield to deti?rmiue 
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whether tlie town would authorize a loan of 320,000 to defray 
the expense of buying land and building two large school 
houses, with the view of coDSoIidating all the public schools 
of the town in two large schools, and thus superseding the 
District system altogether. The whole body of corporation 
influence, with Kirk Boott to wield it at his imperial will, 
was brought to bear against the proposed reform ; and not a 
few of the old settlers also clung with fond tenacity to their 
" deestrict " schools. So formidable was this opposition, that, 
although the local clergy and all the most intelligent friends 
of education strongly favoi-ed the innovation, only one man 
was found with courage enough to advocate it in town meet- 
ing. Single handed and alone, Theodore Edson met Kirk Boott 
and his allies breast to breast ; not hesitating 



During a protracted and tumultuous debate, Edson held his 
ground unflinchingly, and finally carried, his point by twelve 
majority, ChaEng under their defeat, the adherents of the old 
system called another town meeting on the nineteenth of the 
same month, when another debate ensued, more tumultuous 
and more decisive than the last. Two new champions — John 
P. Robinson and Luther Lawrence — entered the list with 
Boott ; hut Edson stood alone as before, and when the vot* 
was taken, carried bis point by thirty- eight majority, — con- 
vincing bis opponents that it would be folly to renew the fight. 

The part played by Dr Edson ia this contest wa** never fir 
given by Boott, who even withdrew tr m the ohuri-h m whii-h 
the Doctor ofiiciated. Tor a timt none of the corpiriti n 
nabobs would have anything to ds witb the schools thus 
erected contrary to their so\ereign wil! and pleasure It was 
only when Henry Clay cami, to Lowell that their High Mighti 
nesses were graciously pleased to let the light of their coun- 
tenances shine for a moment on the benighted little Hottentots 
that filled the North and South Grammar Schools. 
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To detail in fall the liistwy of all die eehools would be 
tedious; bat tbc princijjal sotook must aot be pasoud unno- 
ticed.; fop, as Edward Everett observes, " tlie dc<lic;vtkin of 
»■ new fixatHjJasa asbooi house is- at all tioics an event of far 
greater importajice to the welfare of tlte cominuiiity than many 
Qf tbo oGcurreaces which at the time attract macb more of the 
public ftttention^and fill a larger space in the pages of Listory." 

InPeeeiuber, I-S31, the Lowell High School was opened iin- 
nojier Thomas M. Clai-k, nuw Bishop of llbode Uland, as 
prineipal tuaeher. One ot his classes contained four hoys 
whose aubsefinont history liiay well excite pride in their 
tea^dier, if so uueanotified a feeling ever obtains access to 
the epifiEiopal breaai;, Theae boys were licnjaiaiu 1'. lintler, 
whose exploits Lave been recorded with fond es;iggeration by 
Parton; G-ustavus V, Fos, the cncrgetio Assistant Sccrctiiry 
of the Savy during the War ; E. A. Straw, the etScieiit Agent 
of the Amoakeag Hills at Jlanebcstor ; and George L. IJalcom, 
of Clar<anout, one of tbe wealthiest and most successful men 
in New Hampshire. 

The ^eeent High School House was erected in ISiO, and 
reooastciioted in IBi}". Mr. Clark was succeeded in Septem- 
ber, 1333, byXichohis Hoppin; in August, \.r<:ii, by William 
Hall; in Jlay, l&^Oj by Franklin Forbes; in August 1,S;;C, 
IjyJtoody Oun'ier : in April, ISil, by Xeheaajah Ubjaveland ; 
in July, 1842, by Mr. Forbes (agabi ;) and in July. 1S45, by 
Charles C. Chase, wbo has ever since aJily and woctbily sus- 
tained iimself at the head of the Lowell corps of teachers. 

On February I3th, 1S33, the South Grammar Sdiool-Hoiiso 
was opened, and two schools were united and placed in it. One 
W&3 tbe schooLof what bad been the fifth district, wbich, since 
Ko¥embei Oti, 1827, had been taught by Joshua Merrill, Tlio 
Bohool thus formed was the same tlw,t afterward took tbe name 
of the Edsoa SchooL Joshua Merrill hml chai-ge of it until 
Qatciber, 19-i6;" wben.Pj8rley BidJ. , ■ ■■ 1 i :^ir., 

>lulSllamI.l»lt,,Mr,MeL'riUllii<l,loi li- !■ ■..■ II, Sutif.ii-v, 
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ti Is J samml S Dittm md I=ij Whittai in IM.) 
1 hn ] utt.rfield trom Is n tr I'^iO Jonathnn Xinibun from 
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ameaded. and the Aldermen detaclied from the School Com- 
mittee, the number of which was increased to twelve, besides 
the Mayor and the President of the Common Council. 

The Franklin Grammar School datoa from the winter of 
1839, wiien liufus Adams opened a school near where the 
Franklin now stands, George Spaulding taught here from 
1840 to 1844, when Nelson H. Morse succeeded hiiu. The 
present edifice was erected in 1843, and remodeled !n-i863. 
In 1848, Mr. Morse was succeeded first by Ephraim Brown, 
and afterward by Ephraim W. Young. In 1849, Amoa B, 
Heywood was placed in charge of this school. 

On January 8th, 1341, the Moody Grammar School was 
opened under Seth Pooler, who had been an assistant in the 
High School since 1838, and who continued principal of the 
Moody School until 1856, when Joseph Peabody succeeded 
him. 

A few months subsequent to the opening of the Moody 
School, the Green School was opened. Samuel C. Pratt was 
principal from 1841 to 1843; Aaron Walker, Junior, from 
1843 to 1845 ; Charles Morrill from 1845 to 1866, when be 
was chosen Superintendent of Schools. Charles A. Chase suc- 
ceeded him. 

On January 8 th, 1844, the Mann Grammar School-House 
was opened. The school itself had existed as a public school 
ever since 1835, when the arrangement for comprehending the 
Irish schools in the public school sysfem of Lowell was first 
effected by the School Committee and Eev. James Connolly," 
the Eoman Catholic priest. In 1839 another school was con- 
solidated with it which had previously been in charge of Daniel 

* See Keporte of the School Committee, 1936 lind 18U. ; Mrs. Msnn's Life of 
Horace Mann, p, SB; New Englander, April. 1S4S. This arrangement was 
that the taaehera of the Irish ulilldren's schools ehonld he Koman Catholics. 
They were, howeyer, to he suhjeot to examination, and their Bchoola to visi- 
tation by the School Commltleo, in the same mannei' aa other teachers aad 
schools. In a few years, howerer, the Jealousies which rendered this ar- 
rangement adrisable, subsided, and differences of creed ceased to he recog- 
nised in any form in conaeodon wltti the pnbUc schools. 
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llclllroy. The principals of the present Mann School hava 
been— Piitrick Collins, from lS35tol838; Daniel Mclllroy, 
from 1838 .to 1841 ; James Egan, from 1841 to 1843; Michael 
Fljnn, from 1843 to 1844 George V, Shittu k from 1844 to 
18-53. P. W. Roherston and All ert T \o ag were then each 
in charge for a few months but before the close of 1853, 
Samuel A. Chase was appo nted prin pal a d has remained 

On December 13th, 184** the C Ihu n S hool was opened, 
when Dr. Edaon dclivc ed an adiress full of interesting 
reminiscences of the early s ho 1 h story of Lnwell. Aaron 
Walker, Junior, was pnn pa! from 1848 unt 1 1864, when 
Fidelia 0. Dodge succeeded h m 

Oq the annexation of the faubourg of Centralville in 1851, 
the Varnam School was opened V W Boirdm n was prin- 
cipal during the two first vear and w-^'i sue eeded by D. P. 
Galjoupe. Originally kept a tie ull Acaiemy Building, in 
1857, it was removed int the pao us ed See which it now 
occupies. 

In 1851, the School (omntte e tabl hed Interiuediate 
Schools to meet the wants of a num reus class of Irish pupils, 
too large to be placed to the Pr mar es and t o backward to be 
admitted to the Grammar s hools But n ten years the neces- 
sity which called these schools nto te ng wa^ no longer felt, 
and they were consolidated with the t rammar chools. 

In 1857, two free Eve g S 1 ools wh oh had previously 
been conducted by the L veil M ss onary Assoc ation, were, 
by vote of the School fommttee cnmprehtnlel within the 
puhtic school system of Lowell In 18 9 there were six 
public evening schools — three f r hojs and three for girls — ■ 
under the supervision of the S bonl Oomm ttee They had 
two sessions per wetk and mpart d nstru t on to about five 
hundred pupils. It any eobools sh uld be publ o and free, 
surely the eaeninq sihids f the ndustr ons n nstructed poor 
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should be public and free. Yet these have been suffered to 
languish and die ; and the Missionary Society has resumed 
tie work which properly belonged to the city. 

In 1868, Mr. James G-. Carney presented one hundred dol- 
lars to the city, upon the condition that the interest thereof 
shall annually be appropriated to the procuring of six silver 
medals, to he distributed to the six beat scholars in the High 
School, forever, — three in the girls' department and three in 
boys' departmeut. The literal donation was accepted, and the 
faith of the city pledged to the just discharge of the trust, *> 
Such was the origin of the Carney Medals, which will continue 
to be striven for by the pupils of the High School when the 
dust of unnumbered centuries shall cover the grave of their 
founder. 

In 1859, the experiment of a Superintendent of Puhlic 
Schools was first tried in Lowell, George W. Shattuck being 
appointed to that office. But toward the close of the year a 
popular clamor was raised, and the office 'abolished. It was 
revived in 1864, when Abner J. Phippa was made Super- 
intendent, The credit of the revival of this useful and iicces- 
eaiy office is largely due to the School Committee. Mr. Phippa 
was succeeded in 1866 by Charles Morrill. 

In 1863, John F. McEvoy, John H. McAIvin and others 
founded the Lowell High School Association. Annual levees 
are held by this society, whereat the lives, adventures, songs, 
services, speeches, hair-breadth escapes and deeds of valor by 
flood and field of the past pupils of the High School, are 
commemorated with becoming enthusiasm. 

The public educational system of Lowell now consists of 
one high school, eight grammar schools, and forty-seven pri- 
maries, which would probably not suffer by comparison with 
the schools of other cities in New England. 

* See Carney Medal Dofiuraents, appenited to Ihe Keporl of the Siihool 



oy Google 



CHA.PTHR Vlir. 



Miin-iiisf: hucI Deatli of Eflooh W. Frecmtin— Hancuh ICinuej— Hqr Trial for 
,Miii-(lec— Elins Howe— Jaiiios C. Ayev— Hnannial Re lulsioB— Lowell l)e- 
cra-.iea a City— Dentil of Kirk Boolt— Market HonBo— Courts io Lowall— 
ripaih of I.iither Lawrenoe— Wendell PhillipE— Lowall Hoapltal— Tha 
OoTomoiis— MuseoQi— rfte Offering— Death of Sheriff Varnum— Death of 
I'l'Sildeiit JIiu'i'LaOQ- The Cemeteiy— Pbic J^l^«^i—CllarieB Dickens— 
Wilhara Graves— PcesMent Tyler— Webster Inoldents— City Libcsrj— 
Eliaha Fnller— Henry F. Dwant— Medical aocietj-- Dr. Miles' Book— 
Xeivsi>[t[iDrLib«ls~~Iahn U. 'Wliittler— Men'tmaoK ffiver IlslierieB— Judge 
I/Oi'iie-^Tudge Crosby— President Polk— Death of Patrick T. JaokBon— 
Koitheru Caniil- Aluiiluini Lincxiln— Ilesth of President Taylor— BatOe 
f snffolL I! Idsc— * ther Math -Be e fo r on L le fl HOI 

rhe Minister s Wooing had dtvply eseri^ised the ladiea 
f tLe Tirit Bjj.ti'st Chur(,h loUg before thit subject employed 
the pen ot Mrs Haniet Beechi.r Stowe Ohiir h Committees, 
/ Parte CoEn \\ an 1 Mutual Counc Is were ag«n and again 
aj I mtcd to c naiJcr the 'scanJals growing oit of the couTt 
h1 [ ot Rev Fnoch W Freeman an 1 Hann h Hinson Mr 
i man wj« of oourse sastiined hut there was still as 
1 icurrent of di'^'ontcnt in the d ui h on ai,(-oiit of his 
OD ection with this remarkahle woman Shi, was & native 
of I isb n in Maine v/at. the cous n of Mr Fieeman and had 
I d B)me tender coirespondente with him in early life In 
T iuir\ Ift'^ she was married to \\ari Afiitham at her 
f hci a housL in Portland Four children weie the fruit of 
this marriagff, which proved anything but a happy one. In 
Febroary, 1832, the Supreme Judicial Court, sitting at Boston, 
granted her a decree of divorce from the bond of matrimony, 
on account of the criminality of "Witham. A correspondence 
between Mr. Freeman and her soon afterward commenced, 
which culminated in their marriage, September 23rc[, 1834. 
For six months they boarded with Mrs. Charlotte Butler, 

• Life of Mrs. Kinney, by Herself. 
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whose son Benjamin — the future pro-consul of New Orleans — 
was at that time intencled for tlie Baptist ministry. As i'ope 



so may others lament that a BoaQcrges of the pulpit was 
spoiled in Butler. In March, 1B35, Jlr, and Mrs. I'ree- 
man made a visit to the father of Mr. Freeman, in Maine. 
During that visit, the elder Freeman suddenly died, exhibiting 
the same symptoms which were afterward ohserved in the case 
of his son. 

Mrs. Freeman continued to he the subject of scandal after 
her marriage, on account of her supposed intimacy with Geoi^c 
T. Einney of Boston, who had assisted her in obtaining her 
divorce, and to whom she was said to have been engaged. It 
was said that Kinney was a frequent visitor at Mr. Freeman's 
house, and that he was there on the morning of Sunday, Sep- 
tember 20th, 1835. On that day, after morning scrviee, Mr. 
Freeman became suddenly ill, and experienced repeated vom- 
itings. He, however, returned to his pulpit', and commenced 
the afternoon services, hut was unable to proceed, and returned 
to his house. He continued to grow worse, sutfering intense 
pain internally, until five o'clock on the morning of the fol- 
lowing Tuesday, when death released him from his sufferings. 
He was thirty-seven years of agg, and had been married ex- 
actly one year. He was a most uxorious husband, and on his 
death-bed requested that all his wife's children by Witham 
should adopt his surname. If he really died by poison admin- 
istered by his wife, his last words to hci — ^e^e^ i\.<,\ alone 
I shall always be with you'' — must have come home with ter 
rible emphasis to her depraved sou! 

Just as he closed his eyes in le-ith he wis ashed whether 
he had any advice to leave to his church He replied Tell 
them to be humble, faithful, zealous and united m love A 
post mortem examination showed his stomach to ha\e been 
highly inflamed, but the contents weie nut subjected tD a 
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chemical analysis — no saspicion being then entertained that 
tlie death was caused by poison. Mrs, Freeman appeared io 
be deeply aifeeted by her bereavement, One week subse- 
quently, she was confined. She remained for Bome time in 
Lowell, keeping a milliner's shop on Merrimack street. She 
afterward removed to Boston, from whence she sent a weeping 
willow to be planted hy the monument erected over Mr. Free- 
man's grave. On November 2Gth, 1836, she was married to 
George T. Kinney, a man five years younger than herself — a 
drunkard, a row and a gambler. On August JOtb, 1840, 
Kinney died in a manner similar to Mr. Freeman ; and a cor- 
oner's jury found that his death was caused hy poison admin- 
istered by his wife. 

Long before the death of Kinney, suspicions bad been 
entertained in Lowell that there had been foul play with Mr. 
Freeman — that bis wife had been guilty of the " deep damna- 
tion of his taking off." In consequence of these suspicions, 
one week subsequent to the death of Kinney, Mr. Freeman's 
remains were exhumed in the Middlesex street burying-ground 
and found to be in a remarkable state of preservation. Many 
a subject has been used to illustrate anatomioal lectures, which 
was more decomposed than the body of Mr. Freeman. 

Immediately after Kinney's funeral, Mrs. Kinney made a 
visit to some of his friends in Thetford, Vermont. There she 
was arrested and taken back to Boston to stand her trial for 
murder. On her way thither she stopped at Lowell, arriving 
here on Sunday afternoon, August 30th. After a few mo- 
ments' delay, at the American House, she again left in the 
stage for Boston, in the custody of an officer. Just as the 
stage was leaving, the congregation to whom Mr. Freeman had 
ministered, and among whom she had onee moved in all the 
dignity of a pastor's wife, poured along the streets at the close 
of their afternoon services. With what emotion they gazed on 
the weeping prisoner, and with what agony she met their gaze, 
it is easier to imagine than describe. 
10=^ 
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The trial of Mrs. KinDey for the murder of Kinnej began 
December 2lBt, 1840, and closed on Christmas Day. The 
defence was conducted by Fraoklin Dexter and George T. 
Curtia. Although she was acquitted by the jury, there have 
always been persons among those who knew her, who have 
persisted in believing that she was guilty,— that she poisoned 
two husbands and one husband's father,— -in short, that she 
was an American Lncretia Borgia. But while the deaths of 
the three supposed victims are most easily explained upon the 
hypothesis of poison, the total absence of motive on the part 
of the aocused, envelopes each case in the gravest doubt. 

In 1835, Central Village contained about forty dwelling 
houses. Central Village Academy was incorporated and en- 
joyed a flourishing existence for some years. 

It was in 1835 that Elias Howe, Junior — then a boy of 
sixteen — came to Lowell. He remained here two years, em- 
ployed in building cotton maohinery. While here, he proba- 
bly became acquainted with the experiments which John A. 
Bradshaw was then making with the sewing machine. Nine 
years later, he invented the famous Lock-Stitoh Sewing Ma- 
chine, for which he obtained a patent in 1846. Little, how- 
ever, did he appreciate the value of his invention ; for he 
offered to sell his patent for the sum of five hundred dollars — ■ 
a pat«nt from which he afterward realized half » million dol- 
lars in a single year! He died October 3rd, 1867, at Brooklyn. 

Among the crowds that took up their abode here synchro- 
niously with Mr. Howe, waa a siender youth of seventeen 
summers, who now stands the foremost of those who have 
achieved wealth and fame in the manufacture of patent medi- 
cines. James 0. Ayer was horn in Groton, Connecticut, May 
5th, 181S, exactly sis months earlier than his friend and 
fellow-citizen I Gen. Butler. His first experiences here were 
in the family of his uncle, James Cook, and in the High 
School. As the ardent boy walked occasionally through the 
Middlesex mills, (of which his uncle was then Agent,) and 
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saw tbe stocilioldcra and directors in all their pride and pre- 
tention, he doubtless hoped that the time would come when he 
too would he a stociholder and a director. What was then a 
dream of fancy has long since been realized as a fact. 

After quitting the High Sohoo!, and stwdjing for a short 
tirae in the Westford Academy, young Ayer entered the apoth- 
ecary shop of Jacoh Robhins, where he devoted much of his 
attention to chemistry. In 1S43, he commenced the manu- 
facture of medicines for popular use. The result of his 
enterprise is the mammoth laboratory of which an account 
has already been giveu.'^ The first machine for malting pills 
was invented by him. In recognition of his acquisitions in 
chemistry and kindred sciences, in ISliU, the UniverBitj of 
I'ennsjlvania, in Philadelphia, conferred on him the degree 
of Diictor of Medicine, Similarity of tastes and opinions on 
various points brought him into contact with Horace Greeley ; 
and for some years past, Dr Ayer has been the laigest etocli- 
holder in the jVcw Tori Tnhtine 

The people of Lowell participated with their fellow citizens 
all over New England in the mama which arose piior to 1835, 
first, respecting the lands in Maine and afterward spreading 
till it inflated the prices of land in all the pnnupal cities and 
towns of New England Visionary schemes were projected, 
castles in the air erected, and the wildest expectations cher- 
ished that large fortunes were to be made as quickly as by 
the seal of Solomon or the lamp of Aladdin. This splendid 
bubble, bursting in 18:^7, left all its dupes in the gulf of 
penury- VVheu the commercial history of this country shall 
be written, it will be found to present a constant series of 
alternate periods of wild speculation, and periods of bank- 
ruptcy. When business has been good, credits have been 
extended too far ; and a general reaction has ensued. But 
the elastic spirit of the people and their recuperative energy 
have always saved the country from protracted periods of 
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In 1836, discussion began as to the expediency of procuring 
B, eity charter ; and a strong party hi favor of a charter was 
soon formed. On the seventeenth of I'ehruary, 1836, a town 
meeting waa held, Joseph W. Mansur presiding, when Lnther 
Lawrence, Chairman of a Committee previously appointed to 
consider the subject of a city government, made a report. In 
view of "the number of our inhabitants, — their dissimilar 
habits, manners and pursuits, — the rapid and progressive in- 
crease of our population, — the variety of interest and the 
constant changes which are taking place," — the committee 
recommend that the Legislature be petitioned to gr;int a 
charter to make the town a city. " The principal defects in 
the operation" of the town government are stated by the 
Committee to be " the want of executive power, and the loose 
and irresponsible manner in which money for municipal pur- 
poses is granted and expended." " 

A Committee, of which Luther Lawrence was Chairman, 
was appointed to draft a Charter. They reported at an ad- 
journed meeting, on the twenty- seventh of the same month. On 
the eleventh of April, the Charter was formally adopted, in 
town meeting, by a vote of 961 yeas against 328 nays. 

The population of Lowell was then 17,633. Benjamin 
rioyd, the author of the ten first Lowell Directories, wildly 
predicted that in ten years from that time, Lowell would 
contain 64,000 inhabitants; and in twenty years, 256,000 ! 

In 1836, the Lowell Dispensary was incorporated. This 
association provides medicines and medical services frae of 
charge to the poor. 

As illustrating the Puritanic spirit of young Lowell, Chev- 
alier records the fact, that in 1836 a man was fined by the 
municipal authorities for esercising the trade of common fid- 
dler ; he was treated as if he had outraged the public morals. 

On the eleventh of April, 1837, the hand that had so long 
and so ably guided the affairs of IjowcII was suddenly with- 

*Town Keconle, vol. I, p. SOt, 
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drawn — Kiik Boott dropped dead from his chaise in the street. 
A chr Die Ji e*se of the spme contracted ■' on the tented 
field,' W.18 doubtless the t-inse of his sudden demise. As 
Agent cf the Merrimack and of the Looks and Canals, and 
as a citizen participating in nery lci,al enterprise, he had 
been the great propcltiag pDwer of Lowell ever since the 
building ot the city be;; m M iny a crisis has since arisen 
when theccunsei -ind influence of another Boott would have 
been recened with grateful enthn'fiasin. We have sighed, 
and si^htl igam for the Coming Han But the Com 

ing M n his ii \er come and ot Kirk Bo tt we may tiuly 
say — ^^ e nc tr ''hall 1 ck upon his like again 

In Miy 18 17 all the bank^ in the Unitei States sas 
peudel specie [laments Iheir paper depreciated on an 
average twehe jer cent 11 e commerce and induotry of the 
country so bug suspended upn the Da,l lian wings of paper 
money were prostrated Put thrcugh the judicious manage 
meut of the corporations Lowell suffered littl from the gen 
eral paralysis 

In 1oJ7 the city government committeJ its fir=t great 
blundci— in bull ling the Market Hou'ic It is the fised 
habit of the people to \v.e their meat brought by butchers 
to their d)ors To expect to change their habits bj merely 
buildin^, a market house was gro sly absurd Of course the 
experiment tii led 

In the same je^r the Legislature established an annual 
term of the Supreme Julioial Court an! a term of the Com 
mon Plea at I iwell A county jaii on the mc Icrn plan of 
separate tells w^= er eted in lt38 and m the same year the 
Xashua and Lnnell Railroad was opened lor travel an I the 
transjortation ot freight 

On the hcventeeth of \pril 183J Luth r Lawrence the 
second m the succession of our Majors, was suddenlj killed, 
by falling a distance of seventeen feet, into a wheel-pit in one 
of the Middlesex mills, and fracturing his skull. He was the 
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son of Samuel Lawrence, a major of the RevolutioD, and the 
oldest brother of Ahbott, Amos, William and Samuel Law- 
rence, who were all intimately associated with the manufac- 
turing interests of Lowell. He was horn at Groton, Septemher 
28th, 1778, and graduated at Harvard in 1801. Ho studied 
law with Timothy Bigelow, whose sister he afterward married. 
He commenoed practice iu Groton, where he soon gathered 
round hiia a^ host of valaahle clients. He repeatedly repre- 
sented his native town in the Legislature, and was Speaker of 
of the House of Representatives in 1821 and 1822. At the 
earnest solicitation of his brothers who had largely inveeted 
in the mills here, he removed to Lowell, in 1831, and engaged 
in practice, first with Elisha Glidden, and afterward wi(h 
Thomas Hopkinson. In 1838, he was elected Mayor, and 
re-eieeted in 1839. In sixteen days after his second inaug- 
uration, the accident oconrred which deprived Lowell of one of 
the ablest and worthiest of her adopted sons. This shocking 
catastrophe filled the community with mourning ; and prepa- 
rations weve made for a grand public funeral ; but this, the 
family of Mr. Lawrence modestly declined. Appropriate reso- 
lutions were passed by the City Council, bearing testimony to 
his high-minded and honorable character, — his judicious ad- 
ministration of the city government, — his lively interest in the 
varions public institutions with which he had been eonneoted, 
— his unsylfiabness and liberality, — his efforts to promote the 
moral and religious interests of the place, — his amenity of 
behavior, and kindliness of feeling fur all around him. His 
remains were interred in the cemetery of his native town. 

Among the students who graduated from the law-office of 
Lawrence & Hopkinson, we must mention one. richly gifted 
and highly accomplished, whu, with that loftiness of soul that 
marks the hero or the martyr, early turned his back on all 
the common prizes of life, and devoted himself to the sup- 
pression uf intemperance, the enfranehiscnient uf woman, and 
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the emancipation of the slave — Weodell Vbillips. The fol- 
lowing interesting reminiscenoea of his sojourn in Lowell have 
heeQ kindly furniahed by Mr. Phillips himself: — 

" Somewhere about October, 1333, I went (from the Cambridge Law 
Kuliool) tn Lowell to finish the etndy of law aod see praoliee In the office of 
Luther Lain-ence. HU partner had been EUsha Glirtden, a moat estimable 
man. and a good, lawyei'. Bat at that time Ma pavtnor was Thomas Hopkin- 
EOa, allsrward Judge of the Convt of Common Pleaa, and Fresldent of the 
Biistoji and WoroeBterKailroad, Mr. Hopklnson was one of the ablest men 
In the Commonirealth— thorough and exact in his knowledge of law, weU 
read in general literature, and of the highest toned integrity. Mr. Lanreoce 
was agcnUemanl;, kind-hearted man, with the popular manners of his fam- 
ily, public spirited, and well fitted for county prautlee. 

" 1 was admitted to the Bai: at Concord in the tSil of 13S4,» and left Lowell 

Ciirljle tells ua, " Genius is always lonely, — lonely as to its 
outward condition in its first years only, — lonely in its heart 
forever." But proofs are abundant, that Mr. Phillips, though 
unq^ueationably a man of high genius, entered con amcrre into 
society here, and engaged with zest in the amicable rivalry 
between the two leading social clubs of his time, one called 
" the Sociablca," the other "the Agrceables." Two or three 
spirited articles were contributed to the Journal by him, 
touching the competition of these clubs for the pa\m of supe- 
riority in wit, culture and refinement. Of Lowell society in 
hia time, Mr. Phillips presents us with the following graphic 
sketch : — 

'■ Lowell was then crowded with able men— well read lawyers and sue- 
eeasf[d witii H jury; among them, aoholarly, eloquent, deeply read in his 
profea.slon, and a ffeniiis, was John F. Itobineon. The city was rioh in all 
that makes good society— amiable, beautiful and acoomplished women,- 
hospitable and amply able to contribute tlielr flill share to interesting aud 
ttiisge:^liive coniersatlon,— gentlemen of talent, energetic, well-informed, and 
giving a, heiirty welcome to the best thou^t of the day. The changes that 
thirty years haye made in that circle would afford matWir for a histoiy deeply 
interesting and very largely sad." 

In addition to the lawyers mentioned by Mr. Phillips, among 
Mr. Lawrence's contemporaries at the Bar, were Seth Ames, 
Isaac 0. Barnes, Elisha and William Fuller, Samnel I'. Haven , 
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"William T. Heydock, William and Francis Ililliaid, Samuel 
H. Maun, Horatio 0. Merriam, the OlcuttB, Barzillai Streeter, 
Amos Spaulding and Nathaniel Wright, besides several who 
are still in practiee here. 

In 1839, the commodious edifice in which Kirk Boott and 
Luther Lawrence had successively resided, was purchased by 
the manufacturing companies, and devoted to the use of the 
sick in their employ. The Lowell Hospital Association waa 
organiBcd in 1840, for the purposo of managing it. The situ- 
ation of the Lowell Hospital, near Pawtucket Falls, is beauti- 
ful, retired and commanding. The buildings are surrounded 
by trees, shrubbery and climbing vines. As that good man, 
Thomas H. Perkins, — the early patron and life-long friend of 
Daniel "Webster, — gave his private residence as an asylum for 
the blind, — how well would Mr. Boott, were he now among 
the living, approve of this appropriation of his house as a 
hospital for the sick operatives of the mills ! This Hospital 
was placed under the medical superin ten dance of Dr. Gilman 
Kimball, who retained charge of it until 1 865, when Dr. CJeorge 
H. Whitmore succeeded hint. The best accommodations are 
here provided for the sick and homeless operative, — at an es- 
pouse but little exceeding the cost of board, to those who have 
means, — and gratuitously to those who have not, 

From the same year dates the Lowell Horticultural Society. 

In 1840, two public commons were laid out; the South 
Common covering about twenty acres of land, and the North 
Common about ten acres. 

Several attempts had heretofore been made for the estab- 
lishment of a theatre or museum in Lowell, but had failed. 
In 1840, this project was renewed with better success. The 
Museum was first started in the fourth story of Wyman's 
Exchange, by Moses Kimball, now of the Boston Museum. 
The first performance was on July 4th, 1840, and waa an 
excellent substitute for the IMmy usually indulged in on that 
day. The first collection of curiosities was procured from 
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9 old New England Museum in Boston. But the 
business did not pay. In 184S, Noah F. Gates purchased 
the Museum of Mr, Kimball ; and the removal by him, in 
18i6. of the Museum into the building formerly owned by the 
First Freewill Baptist Church, provoked "strong indignation 
in Zion." The church was at onoe fitted up for dramatic 
entercainments; but so great was the opposition to it, that in 
1847 the City Council refused to license any more eshibitiona 
of this kind. 

A petition, signed by twenty-two hundred legal voters, waa 
hereupon presented to the City Council, praying for a renewal 
of the license. A prolix debate on the mocal tendency of 
tho drama ensued befoco the City Council. John P. Eobinson 
aad Thomas Hopkinson appeared in behalf of the petitioners ; 
while Rev, Messrs. Thurstoa and True argued against the 
draiua on " Bible grounds." The debate ended by the grant- 
ing of the license as desired. The Museum was incorporated 
in. 1330, with a capital of sixty thousand dollars ; but it was 
shortly afterward destroyed by fire. Between 1845 and 1851 
it tlourished ; but after 1851, it passed through various hands, 
and rapidly declined. In 1853, it was again burned. It was, 
however, subsequently reopened, and carried on till the thir- 
tieth day of January, 185B, when not a vestige escaped the 
third attack of the devouring flames. During the period of 
its prosperity, it found employ for some thirty persons, and 
its salaries averaged over throe hundred dollars per week. 
Some of the best plays of the ablest dramatists were aucoesa- 
fully introduced. The stock companies were superior to those 
of most country theatres ; and some of the brightest " stars " 
in the Thespian firmament appeared upon its boards. 

In October, 1840, appeared the Lowell Offering, a monthly 
journal edited by Miss Harriet Farley, and Miss Hariot Cur- 
tias, two factory girls. The pages of the Offering were filled 
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exclusively by tte contributions, in prose and verse, of women 
and girls employed in the mills. 

"Ab the weaver plied the thutflo. wove she too Uie inyetiu rhyiiic." 

Frederick the Great thought the Nibelungen Lied "not 
worth a charge of powder," and he could hardly regard the 
Offering as of higher merit than that immortal lay. Never- 
theless, the singularity of its origin attracted great attention 
to the Offering, and for a time it had a wide circulation. It 
won the praise of John G. Whittier and Charles Dickens, and 
" praise from the praised " is honor indeed. " In its volumes," 
says Whittier, "may he found sprightly delineations of home 
scenes and characters, highly- wrought imaginative pieces, tales 
of genuine pathos and humor, and pleasing fairy stories and 
fables." « 

On the eleventh of January, 1841, Benjamin F. Varnum, 
Sheriff of Middlesex County, died at his home in Central- 
ville. He was born in Dracut, in 1705, and was the son of 
Gen. Joseph B, Varnum. He was a Representative in the 
State Legislature from 1824 to 1827, and a Senator from 1827 
to 1831. When the Court of Sessions was abolished, and the 
Board of County Commissioners established, in 1828, he was 
appointed one of the Commissioners, and continued a member 
of the Board until his appointment as sheriff in IS.^l, — sue- 
ceeding Gen. Nathaniel Austin. Like his father before him, 
he was continually employed in the public service, and hia 
conduct commanded the approbation and respect of his con- 
.Btituents. 

He was succeeded in the sheriffship by Gen. Samuel Chand- 
ler, of Lesington. Like Varnum, Sheriff Chandler continued 
in ofEue ten years, and was succeeded in 1851, by Fisher A. 
Hildreth. John S. Keyes was appointed sheriff in 1803, and 
continued in office till 1860, wheo Charles Kimbal! e 
him. 
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On the seventh of April. I8il, all the bella in the city 
wpre dr.ipcil in mourning, anil tollcil an hour, from twelve 
oVlock till one, in observance of the death of President Har- 
rison. On Friday, the fuartecnth of May, — that day having 
hcen designated hy the President as a National Fast-day, — 
all business was suspended, and the obsequies of the deceased 
President appropriately solemnized- Many buildings, both 
public and private, were draped in sable. A long procession 
moved through the principal streets, eomposcd of citizena, 
without diatinction of party, in funereal garb. In the absence 
of Ciileb Ousbmg, the appointed orator, Eev. Dr. Blanchard 
delivered an extemporaneous eulogy. A solemn torch-lighi 
procession in the evening closed the ceremonies of this Na- 
tional Fast-day. 

It was during this year that the Cemetery was established. 
For this "garden of graves," covering about forty-five acres, 
Lowell is largely indebted to Oliver M. Whipple, who has 
been President of the Association ever since its organization. 
The Cemetery is situated on, the east bank of Concord River, 
one mile from the centre of the eity. The topographical sur- 
vey was made under the direction of George P. Worcester. 
Tlie grounds are laid out after the French style, combining 
therewith somewhat of the English mode of landscape garden- 
ing. Long, serpentine avenues, shaded by forest trees, inter- 
sect this sacred enclosure. In the central part of the Qemetery, 
in a group of young trees, stands a small, Gothic chapel, in 
imitation of Pere la Chaise, and other celebrated burial places 
in Europe. The consecration of this cemetery took place on 
Sunday, June 20th, 1841. Eev. Dr. Blanchard delivered the 
address, which, for " its appropriate extent of subjects, rich- 
ness of thought, and felicity of expression," is said to have 
been rarely equaled on any similar occasion. 

Until 1841, there had been no substantial bridge over Con- 
cord River, connecting Church and Andover streets. The first 
structure was a floating brid^ for foot-passers. The nest was 
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a bridge set upon piles. But in the jear above named, a 
double-arch stone bridge was constructed, which in 1858 was 
re-placed by the present single-arch structure. 

In 1841, Benjamin F. Butler, Henry F. Durant, James M. 
Stone, Granville Parker and others, embarked in a sensational 
enterprise combining journaliBm, politics and reform. As the 
organ of the new movement, Augustus A. Checver established a 
weekly newspaper called Vox PopiiK. It was not espccted that 
the Vox would become a permanent journal : all that was con- 
templated was a temporary organ for those who felt like the 
Eev. Sidney Smith, that they must write or hurst ! A vigorous 
battle was waged against all the abuses that flourished under 
the Whig dynasty in Massachusetts, and especially against the 
illiberality then often exhibited in the management of our 
corporations. The Vox created a great sensation ; and the 
aspiring attorneys at once acquired a notoriety which proved 
to some of them the stepping-stone to fame, 

Josiah G. Abbott, then in the Senate from Lowell, having, 
in common with other Democrats,^ a bitter feud with Eliphalet 
Case, who controlled the Advertiser, was anxious to have a 
journal with which to fight Mr, Case. Upon his suggestion, 
Samuel J. Varney purchased the Vox, fought out the campaign 
against Case, and then continued the paper as a permanent 
journal. The Vox has never wholly forgotten its origin, but 
even no" occasionally evinces a disposition to renew the strug- 
gle in which it first won its spurs. Among those who, at diffe- 
rent times, have presided over the columns of the Vox, we may 
mention (besides Mr. Varney) A. B. Farr, J". 1'. 0. Hayes, B. 
r. Johnson, Enoch Emery, J. T, Chesley, Thomas Bradley and 
Z. E. Stone, the present editor. 

In January, 1 842, Charles Dickens made " a flying visit " to 
Lowell from Boston. The chapter in his " American Notes," 
in which he presents the results of this trip, shows with what 
rapidity a man of genius can grasp all that is most character- 
istic in a community of which ho has canght but a passing 



oy Google 



OF LOWELL. 125 

glimpse. An agreeable surprise waa experienced by Mrs. 
Dickens, who found Id the wife of Dr. Kimball, a lady who 
liad once been her echoolmate at Edinburg. Neither of these 
ladie.? had known what ticket in the lottery of life had been 
drawn by the other. 

Oa April Ist, 1843, died Dr. William Graves, one of the 
most prominent among the physicians and Burgeons of the 
early d.ijs of Lowell. He commenced practice here in 1826. 
He had previously practiced at Deerfield in New Hampshire. 
He was a descendent of Oliver Cromwell, and was the father 
of Dr. John W. Graves, who for many years praetieed his 
profession iu Lowell, and who has long had charge of the 
United States Marine Hospital in Chelsea. 

On the nineteenth of June, 1843, John Tyler, President of 
the United States, made a pnblic visit to Lowell, accompanied 
by Abbott Lawrence, Isaac Hill, John Tyler, Junior, and 
others. The boys and girls of the High School, with their 
teachers, — together with the military companies, and a caval- 
cade of the citizens, — formed his escort ; and the usual public 
greetings took place. Before leaving Lowell, the President 
and suite visited the works of the Middlesex, Lowell, Boott, 
and Merrimack companies, and expressed much gratification 
with the novel and marvellous scenes exhibited to them. 

At the October Term of the Court of Common Pleas, held in 
Lowell, in 1843, the famous case of the Commonwealth versus 
Wyman"^ was tried. Daaiel Webster, Eufus Ohoate and others 
appeared as counsel. An incident occurred in the course of 
the trial, which, perhaps, may deserve a place in this history, 
—being particularly illustrative of the tenacity with which 
Mr. Webster adhered to whatever position he might assume. 

While engaged iu some byplay with Mr. Choate, Mr. Web- 
ster wrote upon a slip of paper the following couplet from 
Pope, and then handed the slip to Mr. Choate : — 

"Lol where Meotis sleeps, and softly tiavia. 
The freeziDg Tnnius through a waste of anowB." 
''SMetcalf'a Beporta, pp. 247-^7. 
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Mr. Choate at once took exception to the word "softly," 
which, he said, should read "hardly," and objected to this 
"rendering" of the poet. Mr. Webster stoutly affirmed that 
he had quoted the lines as I'ope wrote them, and there- 
fore needed no lecture on the duty of the oorreot citation of 
authors. A copy of Pope was procured, which settled the 
question adversely to Mr. Webster. He took up the hook, — 
read the lines deliberately, — sat down, — turned to the fly-leaf 
of the volume, — and there wrote 

" Spurious Edition op Pope.— DANIEL WEBSTER." 
It was during this trial that Webster had his famous " pas- 
sage" with Judge Charles Allen. In hie closing argument for 
the defendant, Mr. Webster advanced certain propositions as 
principles of law, which were highly favorable to his client, 
and evinced a desire that the jur}' should accept them upon 
his personal authority. But the judge, in charging, cautioned 
the jury, that, however eminent the counsel, and however hum- 
ble the Court, they must take the law, not from the counsel, 
but from the Court ; and he observed that, in this case, the 
counsel had advocated propositions of law which they them- 
selves kuew to be erroneous. Mr. Webster dissented and at- 
tempted to explain. The judge said, rather sharply, "I don't 
wish to be interrupted." Mr, Webster promptly replied, 
"Neither do I wish to be misrepresented." 

The judge resumed. Mr. Webster also resuming, the judge 
said in a peremptory tone, " The Court cannot be interrupted, 
sir." Mr. Webster, in a tone equally peremptory, rejoined, 
"Neither can I be misrepresented, jour Honor." 
The Court — " Sit down, Mr. Webster." 
Mr. Webster — "I won't sit down, your Honor." 
Thereupon the judge himself sat down, and Mr. Webster 
moved toward the door, but shortly returned, and gracefully 
apologized for his interruptions. ° 
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In 1844, was iDstituted the City Library, which now con- 
tains twelve thousand volumes. Its Board of Directors and 
its Librarian are chosen annually by the City Council. 

In 1844, Elisha Fuller, who hid piactioed law here during 
twelve years, rciaoved to Worcester where, in March, 1855, 
he died. He was born ift 1795, and was the joungest of five 
brothers, all of whom were lawyers —namely Timothy Ful- 
ler of GrotoD, father of Margaret I uller Ossoli and Represen- 
tative in Congress ; Abraham W, Fuller of Boston ; Henry H. 
Fuller Iso f B st n «ho came to Lowell in 1834 to advocate 
before th pe pi the nnesation of Belvidere, and to denounce 
Kirk B tt wh 1 1 thrown the weight of his great influence 
against th ann sat n of that fine faubourg to Lowell ; and 
William ^\ T 11 who practiced in this city about eight 
years, and th n m d to Illinois, where he died in 1849. 
It was largely through the influence of Elisha Fuller that 
Edward Everett was elected Kepresentative in Congress in 
1836, in opposition to John Keyes of Concord. Mr. Fuller 
was then in practice in Concord, and would not submit to the 
domination of the old Concord clique, which so long controlled 
the politics of Middlesex County. 

A few months subsequent to Mr. Fuller's departure, another 
Lowell lawyer, Henry F. Durant, removed to Boston. Few 
lawyers have practiced here, more noted for moral hardihood 
than Mr, Durant. Any man would have been deemed a lunatic, 
who should then have predicted — what has actually come to pass 
— that, twenty years later, " that felt-footed young man," as 
Ohoate once styled him, would return to Lowell, not to elim- 
inate some scoundrel-client from the meshes of the law, but to 
stand in the pulpit of Dr. Blanchard, to exhort the assembled 
multitude to cease the mad pursuit of sin, and live for purer 
purposes, and lay hold on higher hopes ! 

In 1845, the Middlesex N"orth District Medical Society was 
organized, being one of the auxiliaries of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. The necessity of an institution to elevate 
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the medical gentlemen of Lowell, in respect to personal char- 
acter and professional attainments, had long been felt, and is 
still felt, by all who have the true dignity of the profession 
at heart. This necessity, however, has never been supplied. 
The Medical Society has wholly failed to meet it. I'artly, 
doubtless, on account of the ever-ohanging character of her 
population, Lowell has always been an attractive field for 
quacks, Not to mention political quacks, who are common 
everywhere, we have had quacks of one class, who haie flour- 
ished at the bar ; we have had ijuacks of another class, not 
less numerous, who have flourished in the pulpit ; but the 
faculty most prolific in quacks is the faculty of physic. Here 
the vender of every nostrum, the empiric, and the abortionist, 
have reaped a luxurious harvest. Not a year has passed dur- 
ing the last six lustrums, that has not witnessed the slaughter 
of more innocents in Lowell than Herod slew in Bethlehem. 

In 1845, Eev, Dr, Miles published his "Lowell as it "Was 
and as it Is." The reader of that book mnet not censure its 
author too harshly, for the colour de rose which he has so 
freely used in his pictures of the corporations. At the time he 
wrote and for several lustrums afterward, " it was a favorite 
belief with the American people, that corporations were the 
most efficient agents of production, even where the work was 
not so great as to be beyond individual enterprise. The older 
wisdom of the country turns more and more to the smaUer 
establishments, which secure full, interested, personal super- 
vision of labor. The English economy has always preferred 
this, except where the operations were beyond the reach of 
ordinary capital." '' Moreover, some of the best thinkers that 
have lived in Lowell, including men of all parties, have enter- 
tained these riper views. Among these may be named .Toeiah 
G. Abbott, Benjamin I". Butler, Joshua W. Daniels, Henry F. 
Durant, Eliphalet Case, Wisher A. Hildreth, Thomas Hopkin- 
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son, PIEb t,^\llDiL vingston, Joshua Mather, John 
Neamlth J hn D P 01 M. Whipple and John Wright 

Dr. J. C 4y t b t H g ij to revolutionize the common 

opinion l h P g ' p mjhlet on the "Uses and Abusea 
iu the M m t f M nufaoturing Corporations," in 

which h p d w th J t erity, the cUqueism, nepotism, 
and imb ! ty f t p ation " rings." 

In 14 w f dthfit indictment against a Lowell 
journal t f I b 1 '^ m IT Varnej, editor of Vox Populi 
was ch g d w tl 1 b 1 Jacob Currier, a Lieutenant in 
the Army h t th w ver tried. In the year follow- 

ing. Jol r Im d t f Life in Lowell, was indicted 
for a libel on George D. Hodges, and tried, but found not 
guilty. A vitiated press is one of the worst of moral peats. 
For some years, the souirility of all the local journals was 
disgraceful, not only to the editors, hut to the people who 
tolerated and supported such organs. The Bar caught the 
infection, and about this time the grand jury seldom sat with- 
out plastering some of its members with criminal indictments 
— none but the most obscure being exempted. 

In 1845, G. W. Boyntoa issued a map of Lowell, prepared 
from a survey ordered by the city. 

In 1845, the Stony Brook Railroad Company was incorpo- 
rated, with a capital of three hundred thousand dollars. On 
the first of July, 1848, this road, connecting Lowell with 
Groton Junction, was opened for travel, largely increasing 
our facilities for communication with other portions of New 
England, and with New York. 

It was in 1845 that John G. Whittier took up his abode in 
Lowell as editor of the Middlesex Standard. He remained 
here less than a year, but during his sojourn prepared several 
admirable sketches of Lowell which are republished in his 
Miscellanies. 

In 18-!:5, the business of manufacturing was begun at Law- 
rence, nine miles below Lowell, by the Essex Company; and 
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soon afterward the fisheries of Merrimack River became the 
Buhjeot of a controversy that has continued for twenty years. 

One result of the building of the dam at Pawtucket Palls 
in 1823, was a diminution of the number of fish taken annu- 
ally from the Merrimack. A still further diminution followed 
on the building of other dams, such as those at Amoskeag and 
Bow. Shad and salmon, however, were not entirely banished 
from the Merrimack, until after the erection of the dam at 
Lawrence in 1847. 

Thia subject, however, never attracted the attention in 
Lowell which it deserves. What greater boon could be be- 
stowed on the poor of Lowell, than a cheap and abundant 
supply of wholesome fish ? As late as 1835, it is estimated 
that more than sixty-five thousand shad and over eight hun- 
dred salmon were taken from the Merrimack in Lowell alone. 

In 1866, Messrs. Theodore Lyman and Alfred A. Reed, 
Commissioners on River Fisheries, made a report to the Gen- 
eral Court, concerning the obstructions to the passage of fish up 
the Connecticut and llcrrimaek Elvers, suggesting the removal 
of these obstructions, and the re-stocking of these rivers with 
shad, salmon, and other fish, as in the olden time. The con- 
clusions of the Commissioners were that " in order to re-stook 
the Connecticut and Merrimack rivers with shad and salmon, 
fiah-ways must be built o*er the dams ; the pollution of the 
waters must be prevented ; New Hampshire should breed sal- 
mon ; Connecticut should forbid the use of weirs and gill-nets ; 
and stringent laws should be adopted for the regulation of 
fishing." 

In compliance with the recommendations of these Commis- 
sioners, fishways have been erected around all the dams, and 
it can hardly be doubted that from year to year the salmon 
and the shad will resume their visits up the Merrimack, as in 
the olden time. The fishway at Pawtucket Tails is of the 
kind known as the '■ double stair," consisting of two parallel 
lines of tanks, each twelve feet sijuare and a foot lower than 
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the one next above. There are nine of these tanks, and at the 
bottom there is direct communication with the main channel 
of the river. The tanks are constructed of heavy roagonry 
and timber, and are capable of resisting ice and freshets. 

The fishway at Lawrence consists of a drawbridge reaching 
from the erest of the dam to a trough or pass. When the 
drawbridge is down it forms a sloping dam or trough twelve 
feet wide, with a fall of one foot in ten, with only a certain 
depth of water, up which the fish are to pass, aided only by 
resting tanks where they may pause in the ascent. In winter 
the drawbridge is raised and is thus secure from damage by 

The year 1845 was a memorable one for our "brethren of 
the mystic tie." On the tenth of September in that year, the 
Charter of Pentueket Lodge, — originally granted March 9th, 
1S07, but surrendered in 18.84, in conscciucnce of the Anti- 
Masonie mania which then prevailed, — was restored, and a new 
impetus given to the growth of Masonry in Lowell. Since 
then, three other Lodges have been instituted here — Ancient 
York, in 1852 ; Kilwinning, in 1866 ; and William North, in 
1867. Some months after the re- organization of Pentueket 
Lodge, Mount Horeb Koyal Arch Chapter recovered the charter 
granted to it in 1826, and resumed ita work. But Abasuerus 
Council of Royal and Select Masters, chartered in the same 
year with Mount Horeb Royal Arch Chapter, was not re-organ- 
ized unlil 1856. Since the Masonic Revival, signalized by 
the re-opening of Pentueket Lodge, five other organizations 
have been instituted in Lowell, viz. : Pilgrim Encampment of 
Ktiights Templars, in l«f)5; Lowell Grand Lodge of Perfec- 
tion, 14°, in 1857; Lowell Council. Princes of Jerusalem. 16°. 
in IH'>7 ; Mount Calvary (Chapter, Rose Crois, 18°, in 1S.S8 ; 
Massuchuaetts Sov.-. Consistory. S.: P.: K.-. S.-.. in 18.59.- 

•Senate Dociimeiit.So. S, ISiTfi; SI orerfi' Report on the Hehea of Massii- 
Rlui&etts; Westminster Review, July, 18S1 ; Hai'per's Magflzine, March, 18US; 
IP. Uiay, p. HSU; i Pickering, p. IIS; 5 Ibid, p. 199. 
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In April, 1846, thirteen years from tie day of bis appoint- 
ment, Joaepli Locke resigned his office as Standing Justice of 
the Police Court ; and Nathan Crosby was appointed in bis 
place. Judge Locke continued to reside here until his death, 
which occurred November 10th, 1853, at the patriarchal age 
of eighty-two. He was born in FitKwilliam, New Hampshire, 
April 8tb. 1772, and graduated at Dartmouth College Jn 
1797. His class furnished the Bar with several lawyers of 
more than ordinary calibre, and the pulpit with four clergy- 
men of distinguished usefulness, besides two physicians, and 
two members of Congresa. He studied law with Timothy 
Bigelow, and was admitted to the Bar in 1801, and the neit 
year opened an office in Billerioa. He was elected Eepresen- 
tative from Billerioa in 1806, and was re-elected seven times. 
He was eight years President of the Court of Sessions, and in 
1816 was nominated a Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, 
but declined. He was a Presidential Elector the same year, 
and voted for Eufus King for President in opposition to James 
Monroe, who was elected. He sat in the Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1820, and was a member of the Governor's Council 
in 1822 and 182.S. He removed to this city in 1833 ; and at 
once was appointed Justice of the Police Court. He was a 
Ecprescntative to the Legislature from Lowell in 1849. Judge 
Locke was a gentleman of the old school ; an accomplished 
lawyer, thoroughly versed in that great body of reason, the 
gathered wisdom of a thousand years — the Common Law. This 
was his specialty, his fortf. He also esocUed in special plead- 
ing. His career of thirteen years as a police magistrate was 
marked by all the qualities that could confer dignity on the 
post, and develope in the Bar the best traits of the legal, and in 
himself the best traits of the judicial character. His decisions 
were comprehensive and logical, exhibiting a thorough knowl- 
edge of law. and vitalized with a true spirit of justice. Those 
who practiced before him concur in the attestation that he was 
a man of strong mind, clear and ready discernment, abundant 
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learning and excellent ekill in explaining and illustrating 
judicial problems. In dealing with criminals, especially the 
Celtic criminals, who were often before him, he exercised a 
broad and tender humanity that illustrated both ideal and 
practical justice. 

Appropriate resolutions were passed, on the occasion of hia 
decease, by the Lowell Bar, in which his personal integrity, 
professional ability and amiable manners were recognized and 
applauded. 

Judge Crosby was born in Sandwich, New Hampshire, Feb- 
ruary 12th," 1798, and graduated at Dartmouth College in 
1820. in the same class witji George P. Marsh, Judge Upton 
and Judge Neamith. He commenced practice as a lawyer in 
hia native state, but removed to Massachusetts in 182fi, and 
practiced first at Aracsbury, and afterward at Newburyport. 
He was early identified with the Anti-Slavery and other Ee- 
forms, and was one of the earliest and most active advocates 
of RaiU-oads. The passage of the famous liquor law of 183S 
brought him into the field as an advocate of that measure, 
and he lectured extensively under the auspices of the Massa- 
chusetts Temperance Union. He also edited the I'lrmperance 
Journal and various documents that were issued during that 
interesting stage in the progress of the Temperance Eeform. 
In 1843, he removed from Boston to Lowell, and was success- 
fully employed in carrying out the excellent scheme for aug- 
menting the water-power of the Merrimack River, by creating 
reservoirs more than a hundred square miles in extent, near 
the outlets of Winnepissawkee, Square and Newfound Lakes. 

Since hia elevation to our police bench, Jadge Crosby haa 
mitigated the asperities of law with the amenities of literature. 
An annual volume of obituary notices of eminent persons wa» 
projected by him ; and two volumes were issued, — one in 1856, 
the other in 1867, — which will be a valuable legacy to future 
3 and historians. A eulogy of Webster, a lecture 
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on India anJ other discourses delivtiPil Lv him Laic attested 
his poases^iou ot ontoiical abilities of i ii^b onkr 

In 1&46 our population was twenty nine thou&and one hun 
dred and twenty seven Ihe city of Liwrence had ju t 
started ; and to facilitate intorconrse between the two places 
the Lowell and Lawreni.e liailroad wis in(,orporati.d during 
this year with a cipitil ot three hundred thoubind dullar'i 




Oh the thirtieth of June l'^47 Ir sident Polk and bis 
Seoretarj of 'itite Jame'* Puchanan tngithcr with other dis- 
tinguished gentlemen visitel Lcwell and were received by 
Mayor Bauoroft at the Bleachery Depot where congratnla- 
tioDS were exchanged He was escorted through the principal 
streets, with the usual ceremonies by the City Guards, the 
Phalanx ind the 'W estf Drd Itifle ijompany. The mills were 
closed, and all bubinebs busptnded The President and his 
party visited the Middleiex and Itesemt Mills on the follow- 
ing day and expressed muth satisfaction with their visit. 

On the twelfth of September 1'147 Patrick T. Jaclteon 
suddenly pissed iway it Beverly in his sisty-eighth year. 
Twelve years pieviously on the (-omplction of the Boston and 
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Lowell Railroad, lie felt that his longest day's task was done, 
aDd he was then disposed to retire from the active business 
of life. But a dark cloud settled down over this great and 
good man. While building up works for future generations, 
his property, which he had so hardly earned, passed from 
his hands. Speculation had made him, for the third time in 
his life, a poor man. But his powerful mind was not to be 
distracted even now ; and be met his reverses with a dignified 
composure which would have done honor to a philosopher. He 
retrenched his cipcnses, which had previously been enormous 
and princely ; resumed his harness with a cheerful spirit, and 
again went forth to the stem conflict of life. Under circum- 
stances like these, ordinary life becomes a poem, and daily 
labor a triumph of heroism. 

Mr. Loott died in 1837 ; and in consequence of his death the 
stock of the Locks and i^anals Company seriously depreciated 
in value. The death of Mr. Boott had created a vacancy which 
only one man living could fill ; and that man was Mr. Jackson. 
He accepted the igentship with the liberal salary of ten thou- 
•<ind dollars a year His whole life had been one long school- 
term eminently fitting him for this responsible post. How 
well he filled it will be seen by the fact, that the stock 
(f the cjmpinj when the rcorgimi nation in 1845 occurred, 

ommanded sixteen hundred dollars a share, and that the same 
••t ck after the death of Mr. Boott, sold for less than seven 
hunlred dollais i share. 

Btfore he closid bis connection with the Looks and Canals 
t omp any Ml Jai ksun accepted the post of agent and treasurer 

t the Oreat 1j.11s Manufacturing Company at Somersworth — 
a corporation whii,h hid encountered so many reverses, that a 
man of Mr Tiekson s stamp was absolutely necessary to their 
hnal success He put their affairs in such admirable condition, 
tbit his nhire of their profits amounted to about twelve thou- 
sani diihrs a jeir This was in addition to the salary of 
ten thousand dolUrs a year, paid him by the Locks and Canals 
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Company. During a portion of the time he received other 
salaries besides. Hia aggregate income was truly enormous ; 
— he was soon restored to competence ; — but when we considei 
the estraordinary character of the man, and the prestige ol 
success which attended hira in all his undcrtahings, we shall 
find that he was actually the cheapest man that could bo hired. 
No such salaries are now paid ; no such men are to be found ; 
and, indeed, none are in demand. 

His abilities fitted hira for the highest theatre of human 
action. He could have governed the vastest empire with 
surpassed splendor, had Providence called him to a thr( 
To unlimited grasp of raind, he united the capacity to maslei 
the most complicated details, together with spotless integrity, 
unconquerable self reliance, " honor enlightened by religi 
and guarded by conscience," independence in all his own opin^ 
ions, and a catholic liberality toward the views of his oppo' 
neuts. The man never lived who more richly deserved to be 
sculptured in marble, or depicted on canvas, or whose praises 
could form a worthier theme for the orator or the poet.*' 

The wooden bridge over Concord River near the Cemetery 
was constructed in 1847, superceding the stone bridge below it. 

In 1847, the great Northern Canal was completed, — being 
the greatest work of the kind in the United States. The object 
of the canal, as well as of the subterranean canal under Moody 
street, was, to keep constantly a fuller head of water than 
could previously be obtained, in the several canals that feed 
the water into the flumes of the various mills. The canal wag 
constructed by the combined companies, in less than eighteen 
months, at a cost of five hundred thousand dollars. It was 
first filled with water on Thanksgiving- Day, in the year last 
mentioned. James B. Francis, the Agent and Chief Engineer 
of the Locks and Canals Company, was the architect of this 
Btupendoua work. Well may he say — 

" Exegi monumeatum <sre permniua." 
* Jjontm'B Memoir of Jackson. 
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A great portion of the canal was excavated through the Bolid 
rock. Its length is nearly a mile; its breadth a hundred feet; 
and its depth eighteen feet. Its water-section is exactly fif- 
teen hundred square feet. The banks are lined with a double 
colonnade of trees, tastefully laid out, with green plata, and 
beautiful sumioer prominades. Along these picturesque banks, 
will " future sons and daughters yet unborn," take sentimental 
walks by moon-light, while tales of love find tender audience, 
and visions of a matrimonial Elysium dance through their 
minds. 

In 1 847, the Appleton Bank was incorporated, with a capital 
of aiOO.OOO, since increased to $300,000. 

In 1848, the Salem and Lowell Railroad Company was in- 
corporated, with a capifal of four hundred thousand dollars. 
The road was opened for travel, August let, 1850. The City 
Institution for Savings was also incorporated in 1848. Its 
design was to afford means to employ small sums of money to 
advantage, to those who desired to save a part of their earn- 
ings, but bad not jet acquired a sufficient surplus to purchase 
a share in the banks, or in the public stocks. These little 
investments are mado without that risk of loss, to which pri- 
vate loans are more or less exposed. 

On the twentieth of February, 1 848, at the suggestion of 
the City Council, all business was suspended, and the hells, 
draped in black, tolled an hour, from twelve o'clock, till one, 
on the occasion of the death of John Quincy A^ama. 

On the sixteenth of September. 1848, Abraham Lincoln 
made a visit to Lowell, and addressed a ^ hig meeting m the 
evening, in the City Hall. An unfailing fund of strong com- 
mon sense, a fine vein of mother wit and gtnial humor, a 
steady flow of clear and cogent araument a frank an I liberal 
parusanship, a broad and generous patnotism chanty for all, 
malice for none " — these were the oh aracten sties of his speech. 
He was listened to with close attention, and frequently loudly 
applauded. But with how much deeper interest would that 
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The discovery of gold in Col. Sutter's mill-race in Cali- 
fornia, in August, 1848, — the greatost event, perhaps, since 
the discovery of America by Columbus, — wrought wonderful 
changes in the character of the operatives of the Lowell mills. 
The news of that event fell upon their ears with seductive 
thrill. From that day a change began to work itself out in 
the people here. The Americans started hy scores for the 
land of gold. This Californian eraigration, together with that 
to the great West, deprived Lowell of some of the best elements 
in her varied population. 

In 1 848, two fire insurance companies were inoorporaled in 
Lowell — the Howard, and the Traders and Mechanics'. The 
Lowell Mutual had heen incorporated sixteen years previously. 

On April 24th, 1849, the City Council invited President 
Taylor to visit Lowell. Public business corapelled the Presi- 
dent to decline. On July 13th, 18."iO, business was suspended, 
bells tolled, cannon boomed: — Zacharj Taj lor was no more. 

On Sunday evening, September llth, lf>4!t, the fight be- 
tween the Corkoniana and the Fiir-Downers, commonly called 
'■the Battle of Suffolk Bridge," was fought on Lowell street. 
One man was shot and several others injured by stones, of 
which ten cart-loads were used. Instead of the Militia, the 
Firemen were foolishly called out ; the riot act was read, the 
aid of the Roman Catholic clergy obtained, and finally peace 
restored. Stephen Castles and twenty-four others were sub- 
Beqiuently indicted as rioters, and some of them were afforded 
an opportunity to meditate on their folly within the walls of 
a prison. The controversy between the Corkonians and the 
Far-Downers waa adjourned to the Greek Kalends, when it 
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is toped, it will be settled en ita merits, without the inter- 
meddling of Militia, Firemen, Priesthood or Police. 

Two days subseijucnt to the riot. Father Mathew visited 
Lowell, and was honored with a public reception. While here, 
he administered the Temperance Pledge to ahout five thousand 
persons, and the beneficial fruits of bis labors were long visi- 
ble among bis co-religionists. Among tbe results of bis viait 
was the Matbew Institute, an Irish literary society, organized 
October 16th, 1849, and incorporated in 1855. It flourished 
till 1860, and then passed out of existence. 

lu 1849, the reservoir on Lynde's Hill was constructed by 
the Locks and Canals Company, under the direction of Jaraea 
B. Francis. Its capacity is two million gallons, and its eleva- 
tion is about two hundred feet above the level of the mill- 
yards. It is supplied with water by force-pumps driven by 
Water-power. A twelve-inch pipe connects tbe reservoir with 
the yards of all of the great corporations. From these pipes 
the water flows under a pressure of eighty pounds to the square 
inch, affording admirable means for extinguishing fires, not 
only on tbe corporations, but in the city generally."* 
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CHAPTER IX. 



GUNEKAL HISTORY OF LOWELL. 1850-1860. 



itralvilie— «(jifH and .V««g— Bloomer 
School— H. S. Tremenheeve— CoMWer-ButI 
bele—OeDi^Wellman— Louis KosEDth—TampernnceGonrl—Hnnti 
Hall— Ten Hour AgitoUon—Sflmuel Appleton— Otto Clnb— Agrici 
Socirt* — Joseph Hlse—EllBliiiBarllett—Aliljott Lawrence— The . 
Thouifts HopHusoti- Thomae H. Benton — Mary Bamanl- Mech 

Ql for Fertary. 




On Jannary 1st I'^iO *ins wt; fir^t introduced by the 
Lowell Gas Light Companj which had heen locJrporateJ in 
1S49, with a capital ot two hunlred thousand dollars Ihe 
works of this compiny are capable of produeinc oin, huiidri,d 
and fifty thousanl ouhio feet per day M rtoun I BtMot 
was their Agent till lSfi2 when Oliver E Lushing succeeded 
him. 

In 1850, the Prcscott Bank was incorporated, with a capital 
of *I00,000, now $300,000. 
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In the same year, tlie spacious Court-House oa Goiham 
street was erected, costing about one hundred thousand dol- 
lars. This edifice is of brick, fire-proof throughout, and is 
one of the handsomest court-houses in the country. 




t I il III it ^ 




In 1851, the area of the city was extended by the annexa- 
tion of Centralville, previously a part of Dracut. 

On June 4th, 1851, the Daily News made its first appear- 
ance ; and three years later, Z. E. Stone established the Amer- 
ican Oiiizen, daily and weekly. In 1866, these papers were 
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united. Among the editors of these journals were Enoch 
Emery, Abram Kea«h, S. E. Streeter, Zina E. Stone, FraDk 
Crosby, Leonard Brown, John A. Goodwin, and Chauncy L. 
Eoapp. 

On Jaly 22nd, 1851, was held the famous ■■ Bloomer Ball," 
the first practical attempt to introduce the costume originated 
hy Mra. Amelia Bloomer of Seneoa, New York. The hall waa 
a success, but the costume was not a success. 

On September 16th, 1851, the Middlesex Mechanics' Asso- 
ciation opened their first Fair, with Ithamai A. Beard as 
Superintendent. The Fair continued until October 16th, and 
the number of entrees on the catalogue of articles cshibited 
was 1483. The Committee of Arrangements consisted of 
Oliver M. Whipple, (Chairman,) Mertoun 0. Bryant, (Secre- 
tary), Sewall G. Mack, Samuel W. Brown, William Fiske, 
D. A. G. Warner. Lucius A. Cutler, Josiah Gates. John W. 
Smith, Walter Wright, J. G. Peabody and David Dana. 

In 1851, the Lowell Eoform School was established for the 
reformation of juvenile ff nd Th f m wenty-five to 

forty hoys have ever sint b n nfi d und ntences im- 
posed by the Police Cou d g n lly ng periods of 
six or twelve months. Th ff f \sh h Toys are com- 
mitted are truancy, larc ny 1 b 1 n p nts, defacing 
school-houses, fruit- stealing, et^.. Ihe institution has abund- 
antly justified the hopes of Judge Loeke, Br. Huntington and 
others, who urged the utility of such an institution, years before 
this school waa established. But the situation of the school 
in connection with the Alms House is decidedly objectionable. 
A truant boy is not necessarily vicious. His self-respect ought 
not to be wounded by assimilating him with paupers — much 
less with criminals. Moreover, the system is radically wrong, 
which puts wayward boys into the same dock, arraigns them 
at the same bar, and deals with them by the same forms, as 
drunkards, prostitutes and thieves. 
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It was in the fall of 1851, that the English writer, Hugh 
Seymour Tremcnheere, ■visited Lowell. The results of hie 
ohservation ia America were published during the following 
year, in his "Notes on Public Subjects." His remarks on 
public education were enriched with a communication from 
the Rev. Dr. Edson, which provoked considerable hostile criti- 
cism, at the time, tliough substantially the same views had 
heen presented by Dr. Edaon, twenty years earlier, at a meet- 
ing of an association of the teachers of Middlesex County. 
He says: — 

" Sepingthat the eyatetii of imblic acbools cstaljlished by liiw waa Uie 
only one pofl&ilrte under the uiHMuiistanccB of the eountiy, I Save applied 
myself wiUi all the zeal In my power to ranke it efficient; and I have endeoy- 
orert lo canae the deficiency of religious iHBtmcUon in the day-schoolH to 
BUpplied by encouraging Snnday SGhooU, . . seeing in Uiem the only mode 
under our nystem to imprint on the minds of lliosc ivho most reqnii'e such 
teaching, the principles of Bevealei) HelLglon. My experience, however, haa 
forced upon me the painftil conviction tliat our pnbUc school Bysl«m haa 
undermined already among our population, to a great oxtont, the doctrines 
and yrinciplee of ChriBtianily." 

Of the young people who flow into Lowell from the neigh- 
boring states, ho observes, — 

" That they posaesea knowledge of none, oi- nearly none, of Uiedistinc- 
livo princlplea of the Christian faith, and that many are in a stole of mind 
beyond that of mere indifference, tboi^h not precisely in that of those im- 
bued with the principles of fTenvh and German Infidelity. I find in them 
a considerable liidiffBrence as to what sect thoy may belong to, thinking all 
relisiouK alike, and generally showing a great ignorance ot the Bible, which 
they profess to take as their guide. 

" I find many not only unable to repent any of the Ten Commandments , 
but entirely nnaware of Uieir betng any Ten Coinmandments at all. 1 flud 
them generally well groonded in the elements of what ia called common 
educaHoii, and clerec and acute as t« aU worldly matters that concern them, 
but very lax in their notions of moral obligation and duty, and indisposed 
to submit to any authority or ooah'ol whatever, even from a very early age. 
. . . There is indeed a aehool of persona in this country, and a very nu- 
mcroue one, who think it wrong to Intlnente a child in its adoption of any 
relisiona belief. Very commonly, also, no pomt of doctiine seema to have 
been effectnaUy and tlioroitghly explained to them and taught as from an- 
thoiity. , . . From thcowmg off antbority in regard lo reli^ous matters, 
and holding doctrines loosely, the stop ia easy lo abandon them altogether, 
and accordingly . . . the great majority of those now growing up cannot 
be saidtoholdmorethanbeloties to mere Natural Religion. I look upon this 
very prevalent condMon of mind wlUi veiy great apprehension, for aU history 
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shows that this ia only the first downward step to complete hTeiigion and Infi- 
delity, and thoncB to the corniplion of morals, such as was exhibited In the 
Heathen world. I much tear that we are making sure and ni>t very slow 
strides in that directiou. and while I deeply lament it, I ain liee to confeea 
I see no present reme^ly for it in this country." 

The children of the Irish population, the Doctor obserreB, 
" are well looked after by their priesta." As to the rest, he 
Bays, — 

"I helieve thai leea than half of the whole number of children between 
Oie ages of five and sixteen attend any Sunday-school, or do so only most 
inegularly. It 
Its dootrmes, en 
teroptalionB of hft." 

With those who mistake diffused Buperficialitv for universal 
high e It h w th Bc w 1 1 k Ij to be received 

with f B t th t p 1 t Dr. Edson. 

Caleb C h g t mpl h Id th t i hi c schools are 

inferio t 1 f m y 1 p t producing a 

much m 11 p po t f p f 1 wh th ghly understand 
the fo dm j t — dgpllg wnting and cy- 
phcrin h 1 E Iph W Id E hit an auspicious 

sign, th t th m t d 1 m d f th g h ye renounced 

Theol jj U 11 b k Ml 

In 1852, a personal political controversy of several years' 
duration, between Benjamin F. Butler and John H. Warland, 
editor of the CouHer, reached its culminating point. This 
quarrel was begun originally by Mr. Butler, who, at a Demo- 
cratic caucus, called attention to ecrtain disfigurments on Mr. 
Warland's face, which he attributed to Warland'a illicit dal- 
liances with the fair, frail, black-eyed Creoles whom he had 
met while with Gen. Scott in Mesico. Such an insult was 
quite too much for Warland, who, with the " fine frenzy " of 
a poet, combined another frenzy of a far more savage kind. 
It was like waving a red flag before a fighting bull. Accord- 
ingly, the infuriated Warland proceeded to punish Butler by 
publishing in the Cotirier a scries of the most galling personal 
invectives. Of course, Butler replied ; and month after month 
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the war of words waged — tte Courier mruking daily dischai'ges 
of priQted filth on Butler, and Butler from the lostnim send- 
ing back a stream of foul abuse on Warland. 

Butler and Warland were pretty evenly matched ; hut when 
Benjamin "VV, Ball came into the field as an ally of Warland. 
there was a preponderance of vituperation on the side of tte 
Co T^ Ball had piev ouelj d stin^u 1 ed h m elf by a vol- 
ume of joems ai 1 witl the es ept on of Jol n P Eobinson, 
he w s probably the best Greek schnl r that ever lived in 
Lowell H wr te a t,a 8t epitajh n it yme i 1 several 
pro d atr be n B tier some of i\ h were not nworthy 
of Peter 1 r p n or even Jun 1= though for exq site con- 
cenfcr t on of ve q the be t of h s r,\\x 1 s voald harlly eom- 
pa e Tith the later ff s nns of B ick Po aeroy of the La 
Cosse D.m<icrul. 

Smarting under these blistering invectives, Butler appealed- 
for protection to the Courts. Accordingly, at the Tebruary 
term of the Court of Common Pleas, the grand jury presented 
two indictments against Warland, and two against Samuel J. 
Varncy, Warland's editorial associate, for libels on Butler in 
the Courier. Judge Hoar presided at the trials, the result of 
which shows how wide a gulf often separates law from justice,. 
Vamey, who was innocent, was convicted, and mulcted with 
a fifty-dollar fine. Warland, who was guilty, was acquitted r 
while Butler who began the fight, and Ball who joined it with- 
out provocation, were never called to account at all."^ 

Another event signalized the year 1852, of far more impor- 
tance than any c^uarrels of politicians, journalists or lawyers. 
During that year, George Wellman completed his first working 
model of his self top card stripper — one of the most valuable 
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3 of the present century — which was patented in 
1853. Two additional patents for improvements in this in- 
vention were obtained by Mr. Wellmun — one in 1854, the 
other in 1S57, Three patents for (he same invention were 
also obuiaed by him in England — the last in 1860, The 
governments of IVanoe, Austria, Prussia, Saxony, Wurtem- 
burg, Belgiu!ii, and Bavaria, have also granted patents for the 
self top card stripper. 

Mr. Wellman was bora in Boston. March 16th, 1810, and 
was the first-born son of his parents, a sound, healthy, pro- 
ductive couple, who subsequently had twelve other children ; 
— a family such as would gladden ihe heart of Dr. Allen, if he 
could only find such an one, in these days of physical degen- 
eracy and decay. About I83i>. Mr. Wellman came to Lowell, 
and for many years had charge of a carding-room on the Mer- 
rm k G p n In 1845, he invented the stop motion, 

used n th d s eg f ame and winder, but neglected to take 
out jat nt f t His mind, however, had been fired on 
th u nt n f a If t p card stripper wiiile he was employed 
at \ th Ch Im f d long before the invention of this stop 
m t n and he nt nued thinking and working at it till he 
had al z d h s h u ht in a perfect working machine. 

i h w the lue t this invention, it may be stated here 
that the average cost of stripping a card by hand was three 
hundred dollars per annum, all of which is saved by this in- 
Tention, the application of which to cuch machine, involves an 
outlay of less than eisty-dollars altogether. This invention 
also saves from one-fourth to one-eighth of a cent per pound 
on the raw cotton. 

In 1854, Mr. Wellman offered to sell to the corporations the 
exclusive right to use this invention in Lowell, for throe thou- 
sand dollars. The agents of the companies met at the Merri- 
mack Counting- Room, and after grave deliberation, stupidly 
declined the offer. Smie then, more than twenty-Sve thousand 
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dollars have been paid by these corporations for the use of the 
self top card stripper. 

Mr. Wellman died, April 4th, 18f)4. His sun may fee said 
to have gone down at noon, sinoe ho had not completed his 
fifty-fourth year. The pen of history can never be better em- 
ployed than in recording the achievements of men of inventive 
genius, like Wellman. A late Commissioner of Patents haa 
justly observed that — 

" AH that is glorious in our paH or hopeful in our future is Indlswlnbly 
linked with thnt cnuse of hnninn prt^reas of which invcnWre are the preax 
chevaliers. U ia no poetic lnin!<liitEoii of Ihp abiding sentiment of the country 
to saj that the; nre the true jewels of the nation to which Qiey belong. . . 
The auhemes of Uie pollttclun and of the etateeman may subsoi-ve the pni- 
poses of the hour, aud'the teachhiga of the niorallet may remain with the 
senerallon to wliieh thej a™ addroBsed, but all this most pass away; while 
the fi-uita of the hiventor'a ^nius will endure a£ imperiahable memorials, 
and, surviving the wrefk of cn-eeds and sj-stema, alilse of politics, religion 
and philosoph}-, will difiUae their blessings to all lauda and HirOnghout nil 



On May 6tli, 18.52, Louis Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot, 
then on a tour of triumph through the United States, by special 
invitation of the citizens, visited Lowell, and was received with 
the warmest enthusiasm. He was escorted by the military 
companies through the principal streets, attended by a proces- 
sion of some thousands of citizens, amid the ringing of hells, 
the music of bands, the thunder of cannon, and the loudest 
demonstrations of joy. He visited several of the mills, and 
the Northern Canal. In the evening, in St, Paul's Church, he 
received an address of welcome from Mayor Huntington, and 
delivered a beaudful oration, characterized by what Mr. Cboate 
would term '■ the sweetest, most melting, most awful of the 
tones that man may ever utter, or may ever hear, — the elo- 
quence of an cxoiring nation ! " 

In 13-53, the Legislature of Massachusetts enacted the first 
prohibitory liquor law. Early in the year following, under 

» IIoU'b Decieion on Goodyear'a P.ttenl, 1803. 
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the encouragement of certain zealous bnt imprudent friends of 
prohibition, Timothy Pearson undertook to enforce this law as 
& Justice of the Peace, The farce of a temperance court con- 
tinued to he plajed b\ Pearpon till the Supreme Court ousted 
him of his usurped iuri6di:,tion 

In 1853, the Mernmaik street Depot was elected, jointly 
by the City and thi, Boston ind Lowell Eaiiroad Corporation. 
"Whether it was wise on the part of the city to engage in 
a joint enterprise of thia kind has been gravely questioned. 
Two spacious halla, were fitted up in the upper stories of this 
edifice : — one named Huntington Hall, in honor of Elisha 
Huntington ; the other named Jackson Hall, in honor of Pat- 
rick T. Jackson. 

Synchroniously with the building of this Depot, the City 
Hall Building was reconstructed, and the hall from which it 
took its name became a thing of the past. Many interesting 
memories are associated with that Hall. There had been wit- 
nessed the most tumultuous scenes in our early history. There 
had been fought the battle for (he schools, — the battle for Bel- 
videre. — the battle for the Charter, — the battle for the Market 
House,— the battle for Caleb Cusbing as the "Representative 
Man." There the heart of young Lowell had throbbed under 
the passionate eloquence of Clay. There had spoken Abraham 
Lincoln, John QuJncy Adams, Daniel Webster, Eufus Choate, 
Edward Everett, John M. Berrian. Lewis Cass, Levi Wood- 
bury, Isaac Hill, and others of the great men of America, 
who have since passed out of time into history. 

For some years prior to 1853, the policy of regulating by 
law the hours of labor in factories, had been one of the most 
prominent subjects of popular agitation. It had been a great 
source of power to the Coalition, enabling the Democrats and 
Free Sellers to overthrow the ascendency of the Whigs here, 
in spite of their protestations that they, too, were Ten Hour 

norj-, U Cushiiii;, W'i riper v. I'tarsou, 3 tlraj, 
Ilapgood, 7 Gray, 6S. 
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Men.^ Od September 21st, 18o3, the corporations reduced 
the hours of l^ibor, of their own accord, to an average of 
eleven hours a day ; and for a time the Ten Hour agitation 
auhsidod. Upon the revival of this agitation in 1855, when 
the Legislature seemed determined to enact a Ten Hour Law, 
the corporation man;igers in Boston adopted the policy of Wal- 
pole, and killed the Bill by secretly buying up some of the 
most influential of its advocates! The Legislature of 1856 
has been the object of much opprobrium. It has often been 
compared to the Lack Learning Parliament which sat in Eng- 
land in the reign of Henry the fourth. But the "Lobby" 
which controlled that Legislature, was more remarkable still. 
There the men who for years had clamored for a Ten Hour 
Law, and whose pockets had been lined with corporation gold, 
were seen "doing the heavy standing round," and suggesting 
to members that as the operatives were satisfied with the 
clcvcn-hour rule, it was not worth while to carry the matter 
further. Accordingly, the Bill failed. 

On July 12th, 1853, died Samuel Appleton, (brother of 
Niithan, and cousin of William,) ■)■ aged eighty-eight years. 
He had boon largely interested in Lowell Manufactures from 
the start. 

In 1853, the Wamcsit Rank was incorporated. Its capital 
is $200,000. 

In 1854, the Merchants' Bank was incorporated, wilh n 
capital of $100,000, since increased to $300,000. The Five 
Cent Savings Bank was also incorporated during this year. 

• Iul8J2, that drolLeet of local Whig polidBiiuia.TttppsnWentworUi. actu- 
al ly iniluceil all tho Whig camlidate? fVirthe Legislature topiedKelhcmselveH 
to vole for the Ten HourBilll This arlftil ■lodge assisted Wentwoith into 
C;ingress; hut, at Uie same time, all the Whig candidates for Iho Legisla- 
luie were defeated. 

t William Appleton died February 15th. 13!a. He was ohoaen a niembHt 
oi'CoiiirassinlSJJ, and asainlalSSJ. He waa agidn elected in 1800, defcal^ 
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In 1854, the Young Meu'B Catholic Library Association 
was incorporated ; its object being literary and elocutionary 
culture. 

In tlie siime year, the Otto Club of vocalists was formed 
under the management of P. P. Haggerty, This olub still 
lives. The Philharmonio Society, the Moaart Society and oth- 
ers, of older date, formed for the cultivation of inetrumental 
music, have collapsed. 

In lS^^D, the Middlesex North Agricultural Society was in- 
corporated. Their Fair Grounds were purchased and their 
building erected in 1860. 

On March 29th, 18&5, Joseph Hiss and hia associates on 
the famous Legislative "Smelling Committee" came to Lowell, 
and inspected the school of the Sisters of Notre Dame, estab- 
lished September 14th, 1853. While here. Hiss mude the 
acquaintance of Mrs. Moody, alkis "Mrs. Patterson," with 
whom, he passed the night at the Waahington House. The 
virtuous indignation of his colleagues was aroused at this, and 
the House of Representatives ezpelled him. The results of 
the visit were, to make Hiss notorious and the Legislature 
ridiculous, and to furnish some sensational cuts for the comic 
and pictorial newspapers. 

On May 29th, 1855, the bicentennial anniversary of the 
incorporation of Billerica was appropriately commemorated by 
the people of tha.t ancient town. 

On July Idtb, 1855, an act of the Legislature was sub- 
mitted for the acceptance of the citizens of Lowell, providing 
for the abolition of the Police Court, and the eatablishraent of 
a Municipal Court. It was rejected — yeas, 1330; nays, 1418. 

On July 22nd, 1855, Dr. Elisha Bartlett died of paralysis 
at Smithfield, in Rhode Island. He was born in the same 
town, October 6th, 1801-, and commenced practice in Lowell 
in 1S27. He took an active part in local politics, and was 
Lowell's first Mayor. He subsequently held medical profes- 
sorships in PittsSeld, Dartmouth, Baltimore, ~ 
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Louisville and Woodstock. He also held a professorship for 
three years id the College of Physicians and Surgeons in the 
City of Xew York. He was the author of a variety of pro- 
fessional and miscellaneous works, and was one of the few 
wlio love to turn aside from the thorny road of professional 
practice, to tread the flowery paths of literature. His princi- 
pal wi kw th Phi phyof Medical Science." A man 
of fine It — f D [t lie integrity, — with a clear head 
and a w m h t —fill th di-tmguished credit some of 
the hhtpl fh pf ssion — ind never playing the 
part ot d g J, Low U may cherish with peculiar pride 
the Hi m 1 m j f h fi st Mayor.= 

On tl ghte nth f A ^u t 1856, died Ahbott Lawrence, 
who, th h t f Lowell, had, for a quarter of a 

century b n 1 seiy 1 t tl d with Lowell interests. Two 
of his b th s — L th d Samuel — long resided here. He 
was V t G t n D mh 16th, 1792, and educated in 

the publ hool f h t e town. He was assiduous in 

busiuc t 1 f b k d always prepared to take ad- 

vanta f th h wh h fortune now and then opens 

to eve y lej ) m n He was first engaged with his 

brothe th mpo t b ness, in Boston; and did not 

bccom t t d th L well companies till 1830. He 
rende 1 1 n! 1 ling np the cotton manufacture 

in Am d g b «is, and gave his name to the 

city n 1 1 1 w L w 11 n th 1 ne of the Merrimack. 

Ho 1 1 J p f u tatesmau. But he was Commis- 

sioner n 1 4 t dj t (w h Lord Ashburton) the North- 
easter b d y h w la prominent candidate for the 
Wjiig nomination for \ice President in 1848, and narrowly 
escaped the position which, on the death of Taylor, m.idc Mr. 
Fillmore President of the United States. He was offered and 
declined the Secretaryship of the Navy, but accepted the post 
of Minister to England, in 184:9, and honored both himself 

* aiintlDgtou's Memoir of Bartlett, iSoii. 
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and his country by the manner in which he discharged the 
duties of that highest office known to American diplomacy. 
He particularly distinguished himself in the negotiation for a 
ship canal between the Caribbean Sea and the racific. and 
would probably have suocccded had not Mr. Clayton, thea 
Secretary of State, abruptly withdrawn the business from his 
hands. "On the whole," saye Nathan Appleton, "it may be 
doubted, whether, since the mission of Dr. Franklin, any min- 
ister of the United States has accomplished a diplomatic suc- 
cesa greater than must be awarded to Mr. Lawrence." ^ 

On April 7th, 1856. on the resignation of S. P. P. Fay of 
Cambridge, (who had held the office thirty-five years), TVilliam 
A. Richardson of the Lowell Bar was appointed Judge of Pro- 
bate. Shortly afterward, Luther J. Fletcher, another Lowell 
lawyer, was appointed Judge of Insolvency. 

On May 13th, 1858, (the Courts of Insolvency having been 
reconstructed.) Judge Eiohardson was appointed Judge of In- 
solvency also. In these Courts of Probate and Insolvency, 
and also as one of the codifiers of the General Statutes, Judge 
Kicbardson has acquired a reputation seldom equaled in these 
departments of juridical labor. 

In May, 1856, the case of Edward D. Clayes versus Louisa 
C. Oluyos, a suit for a divorce, and a cross suit between the 
aamo parties, came on for trial in the Supreme Oomt here. 
Strange exposures were made which compromised several per- 
sons still living. Both parties were refused a decree. 

On Outober 38th, 1856. while that great m:i{;ician, Eufus 
Choatc, was delivering one of his most powerful appeals for 
the Union, in Huntington Hall, the floor suddenly settled; 
and Lowell narrowly escaped a catastrophe ten fold more ap- 
palling than that which J-awrenoe afterward suifored hy the 
fall of the Pemberton Mill. There were assembled, not only 
nearly sll the Lowell politicians of all parties, (whose loss 
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woulil have been an infioite gain,) but more than three thou- 
sand people of either sex — aa many as could stand in the hall 
when all the settees had been removed. The eonsequencea of 
a fall of the building under such circumstances are too dread- 
ful for contemplation. 

On November 17tb, 1856, Thomaa Hopkinaon, one of the 
ablest lawjers that ever practiced in Lowell, died at Cam- 
bridge, in hia fifty-third year. He was born at New Sharon, 
Maine, August 25th, 1804; graduated at Harvard in 1830; 
studied law a part of the time here in the office of Lawrence 
& Glidden, and was admitted to the Bar in 1BS$. With 
him wore aaaociated as law-partners, fiist, Seth Ames, and 
afterward, Arthur P. Bonney. He was a Ecpresentative in 
the Legislature from Lowell in 1833 and 1845, and in 1846 
waa a member of the State Senate. In 1848 he was appointed 
a Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, but resigned his seat 
on tlie bench the following year to accept the Presidency of 
the Boston and Worcester Eailroad, which position he held 
until hia death. He sat in the Constitutional Convention of 
185.'1 aa a Delegate from Cambridge, 

From 1866 dates the present Lowell Jail, constructed ac- 
cordiiig to a design by James H. Hand. The arohiteotural 
atyle of thia edifice is semi-Gothic, differing in some respects 
from any other structure of the kind. The main body of the 
huildin n hund 1 n 1 tw nty th ee f t n 1 n th nd 

the width o n tj f t at nt an 1 fifty f u feet n the 
rear. Th nt f nt n lud ng th w n 8 s one hun 

dred and ghty ht f t It s f ur st n h gh with an 
octagon t w n 1 f th f nt -n s f h ma n b dy f 
the edifice. It was first occupied, March -0th, lbj8. The 
male and female prisoners are kept entirely separate. One of 
the wiags is devoted to female prisoners, and the other occu- 
pied as the roaidence of the Sheriff, who is also the Jailer, 
There are ninety cells for males, and twelve for females, two 
hospitals, four rooms for temporary confinement, with kitchens, 
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wash-rooms, bath-rooms, and all the other accompaniments of 
a modern prison. The cost of this handsome edifice was about 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. The senseless manner 
in whiah the County Commissioners wasted the people's money 
on this jail, hrought the "ring" which has so long controlled 
OTir county affairs into disrepute. But the power of this "ring" 
still remains unbroken. 

On the sixteenth of January, 1 S57, the distinguished Thomas 
H. Benton visited the mills of Lowell, and spoke in the eve- 
ning on the preservation of the Union, in Huntington Hal!. 
Some of his observations were of a local character, :ind are 
too valuable to be omitted : — 



elite of gicatnesB. Lowell in 
tei-ed tbe Senate of Ihe United 
4t started their first nitll. Hov, 



million dollars. Durii^ my first year in the Senat*, I preeenteil a alatemenl 
that cotton would become a gi-sat staple of trade botween the Nortli and the 
South. But I w«8 disregarded. Now, Lowell alone uses seventy or elghly 
thonennd b.iles each year; yet this is hut one of the many places where this 
article finds a market. The domestic consumption of cotton now exceeds In 
Talae the entire exports of the conntry in 1323. 

"I have gone through your factories, from top to bottom, and hare been 
astonished at the pei'lectlon of 3'onr machinery. But tbere wue aomethuig 
which astonished me eyon more. It was flie oleaiiUneBS which persadeil 
ever]' depaitment. It was the ample roomfl, well ventilated in summer, and 
well warmed in winter. It was the neat and comely appearance of the oper- 
atives, both mole and female. It was that which struck me. Jt was m] ~ 
□ess te converse with all. I conversed with the youug women, and I 
Oiem attracUve and comely, modest wltlioat bdog hashftil, of easy 
dence without assurance, ready in convei'sation without forwardness, i 
great intelligence. I went into their boarding hooses, and there all my ideaH 
were reversed ; fori had before me the picture of the operatives as they are 
(or were) in the old world,— living In small, narrow, confined, nncomfoi-table 
buildings, stinted for food and clothing. On the contrary, 1 found the opera- 
tives as comfortably and as handsomely situated as members of Congrese in 
Washington. They Uve in large, stately. eleg;nnt bouses, and you entfir in 
the same manner as you enter a parlor in Washington. Yon ai-e shown iutn 
the parlor, where you see the same kind of ftimiture as you will find In a 
Congressman's hoarding-house in Washington. The tables are covei'ed with 
better books and more of them, if we except puhlic documents, than are 
usually found In a Congressman's pBrlor. It was near the dinner-hour when 
I went to one of these houses, and I canled my curiosity so far as to ask the 
mistress of the honse to take me lulo the cooking department and show me 
how she cooked. She said she was taken unawares, and was not prepared for 



oy Google 



it. I said that that ivaaesitctlj' the Oiingl wanted; I wanterl to see itas it was 
cverj- (lay. Without more ado, she opened the door and led me In, and there 
H-itB liooking going on In a room ao neat that a lady might sit there and earry 
un hut sewing or ornamental work. Thia wae the condition In which I found 
thehonsos of the operative*; and to all these eomftorte they add the leiaure 
toreiiaanduultivatHthemind. I was strnokiviUi thia asnmatterperuliarly 
lute 11 -til ig In those who are about to become wivea of one generation and 
mottiti-s of the next." 

In 1 857, Jaraea M. Harmon started a weetly paper of a 
highly seiisutional character — The Trumpet. His personali- 
ties cost him one severe physical castigation, and two iodiet- 
raenis for libels, one oa Judge Crosby, the other on a brother 
editor, Enoch Emery. For tlie former, he was tried, convicted 
and incafcerated for three months in the House of Correction, 

In 1857, died Mary Barnard, a widow, and an operative in 
the Lowell mills. Upon the sottiement of her estate, there 
remained about sixty dollars, which was paid by John A. But- 
trick, her executor, to Oberlin College, her residuary legatee. 
He who valued the widow's mite above other more lavish gifts, 
will surely not forget Mary Barnard's charity. It was the 
first legacy to a strictly public object ever left by a citizen of 
Lowell, 

On September 10th, 1857, was opened the second Fair of 
the Middlesex Mechanics' Association, with John W. Smith as 
Superintendent. It closed October 7th, and the number of 
exhibitors was 1225. Tbe managing committee were Mortoun 
C. Bi-yant, (Chairman,) Alfred Oilman, (Secretary,) William 
i''iske, Josiah Gates, Josiah G. Peabody, Samuel W. Stickney, 
Erastus Boydon, Abiel Eolfe, James Cook, Sewall G. Mack, 
Andrew Moody, Hooum Hosford, John Simpson, Levi Sprague, 
Samuel K. Hutchinson, Samuel J. Varney, Amos Sanborn and 
Francis H. Nourse. 

In !&5S, two divisions of the Sons of Temperance were 
formed in Lowell — Waraesit and Pawtucket. Two othera 
were afterward added — Passaconaway and Equality. Formed 
for one of the noblest purposes, they rapidly degenerated in 
chai-auter, and .all of them collapsed. Other societies under 
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differeot names, some of earlier, and some of later date, have 
had the same origin, and the same end. 

In 1858, the late William Wyman projected an observatory, 
to be erected in Belvidere, to be one handred feet high, and 
forty feet square. The foundations only were laid whea Cap- 
tain Wyman died; and the "Washington Observatory" exists 
only on paper. It was as much a work of folly as the Tower 
of Babel. 

From the same year dates Washington Scjuare. 

On January 25th, 1859, the eeatennial anniversary of the 
birth of Robert Burns was celebrated under the auspices of 
the Burns Ciub, which has occasionally commemorated this 
day ever since 1832, by a sapper, songs, speeches, etc. 

It was about the same time that Howard Camp of the order 
of the Sons of Malta was organized. About seven hundred 
men paid five dollars a-piece to be initiated into the mysteries 
of Maltaism, which was probably the most elaborate humbug 
ever started. 

On March 2nd, 18S9, Plymouth Eock Lodge of the Ameri- 
can Protestant Association was instituted. It was the first 
branch of this order in Massachusetts. Another Lodge of the 
same order was instituted May 27th, 1904, which took the 
name of Washington. 

On March 8th, 1859, Jane Ennina Locke, wife of .^ohn G. 
Locke, died at Ashburnham. Much of her life was passed in 
Lowell. Mrs. Locke was well known in literary circles. A 
volume of poetical waifs, an essay on pauperism in Massachu- 
setts, and numerous contributions, in prose and verse, to news- 
papers and periodicals, attested the fertility of her pen. 

On September 22nd, 1859, the two hundred and fifth anni- 
versary of the settlement of Chelmsford was signalized in that 
town by the dedication of a monument to the men of Chelms- 
ford who served in the Revolutionary War. 

About this time, there was no little agitation for a law 
correcting the abuse of proxy-voting in the meetings of stock- 
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lioliers of manufacturing companlea, and for a law eompelllng 
these companies to hold their annual meetings where their 
worka were carried on, etc. In the first years of the Merri- 
mack Compauy, the annual meetings of the stoolsholdera were 
held in Lowell. The dinners eaten on those occasions, at the 
Mansion House, and at the Stone House, were interesting inci- 
dents in the lives of those who had the great pleasure to he 
present. Such men bs Daniel Wehster and Jeremiah Mason 
attended, and treated the company to the richest feasts of post- 
prandial elocLuence. 

la December, 1859, Rohert B. Caverlj, Captain of the City 
Guards, caused Timothy Pearson, his Third Lieutenant, to he 
brought to trial at Salem for perjury. The indictment was 
supported by overwhelming evidence; and nothing seemed more 
certain than that Pearson would be compelled to exchange his 
uniform as a Lieutenant of the Guards for the less pioturesciue 
costume of the State Prison. But jost in the nick of time, 
Benjamin F. Butler, the defendant's counsel, discovered a flaw 
in the record, and Pearson escaped. Nearly three years later, 
the irrepressible Oaverly broke out again on his former Lieu- 
tenant, and petitioned the Supreme Court to expel Pearson from 
the Bar, for fraud, perjury, malpractice and extortion. The 
animosity of Oaverly eontiaued miappeaBcd until Pearson paid 
him all his costs, and went away into the army. The victo- 
rious Captain then sat down, and tuning his triumphant song, 
produced his poem of the Merrimack. 
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Whigismintticaaccnaant— Mejubure of the General Court— Mcinljovs of Coa- 
greSE— Edrrata Evorelt— Caleb Cushiug— Uegcadation of local poLiiiua— 
A Lowell Caocufl. 

The prinoiples of the old Whig party naturally took deep 
root in the minds of the Loivellians, whoso industry was prom- 
ised " protection " in the event of a Whig ascendency, " Two 
dollars a day and roast beef" was to be the pay of every 
mech;inic in the promised Whig millcniuin. At the first Slate 
election in which LoweJl participated, in April, 1826, she gave 
Levi Lincoln ninety-five votes, and James Lloyd fifty-three. 
From that time down to the Coalition triumph in 1851, Lowell 
faltered in her devotion to the Whig party only in 1836 and 
1842, in each of which years she gave a majority for the Dem- 
ocratic gubernatorial nominee. In 1851, 1853 and 1853, she 
gave a plurality vote for the Whig candidates of those years, 
Robert C. Winthrop. John H. Clifford and Emory Washburn. 
In 1854, she lurched into Know Nothingisra, and gave hen 
vote for Henry J. Gardner, whom she also indorsed in 1855 
and 1856. Since I806 she has steadily supported the Eepub- 
lioan candidates — Nathaniel P. Banks, John A. Andrew and 
Alexander H. Bullock. 

No citizen of Lowell has ever been made Governor ; though 
two have been elected Lieutenant Governors — Bliaha Hunting- 
ton in 1853, and John Nesmith in 1862. Three Executive 
Councillors have also been elected from Lowell — John Aiken 
in 1849, Homer Bartlett in 1854, and Tosiah G. Peabody in 
1856. Thomas Talbot of Lowell and Billerica was a member 
of the Executive Council in !865, 1866, 1867 and 1868. 

Oa May 8th, 1826, Lowell chose as her first Representative 
in the General Court, Nathaniel Wright.^ Eight years later, 
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tlie same gentleman became the first State Senator from Lowell. 
John P. Eobinsou was Senator in 1836, William Livingston 
in 1836 and 1837, Joseph W. Mansur in 1840, Seth Ames in 
1841. Josiah G. Abbott in 1342 and 184-3, Royal Southwick in 
18t4and 1845, Thomas Hopkinson in 1846, John A. Knowles 
in 1847, Tappan Wentwoi-th in 1848 and 1849, John W. Graves 
in 1850 and 1851," Ithamar W. Beard in 1852,-|- John A. But- 
trick in 1856 and 1856, Arthur P. Bonnej and Joseph White 
in 1857. 

Trior to 1857, the State Senators were elected by the coun- 
ties on general tickets. By an amendment to the Constitiition, 
they have sinee been chosen by districts, The Senators from 
the Lowell District have been Arthur P. Bonney in 1858; 
Benjamin F. Butler, 1859 ; Ephraim B. Patch, X860 ; Arthur 
P. Bonney, 1861; Daniel S. Richardson, 1862; Samuel A. 
Brown. 1863 and 1861; Tappan Went worth, 1865 and 1866 ; 
Joshua jS\ Marshall, 1867 ; and Benjamin F. Olark, 1868. 
All of these gentlemen belonged to Lowell except the last, who 
is a Congregational clergyman in North Chelmsford. 

On March 7th, 1863, Josiah G. Abbott, John W. Graves, 
8huhael P. Adams, Benjamin P. Butler, Andrew T. Nute, 
James M. Jloore, Abraham Tilton, James K. Pellows, and 
Peter Powers, (being the whole of the Coalition ticket except 
James J. Maguire, who, on account of his Irish birth and 
Boman faith, was defeated,) were elected Delegates to the 
Oonatitutioaal Convention, in opposition to Elisha HuEtington, 
Benjamin 'i\ French, Danie! S. Richardson, George H. Carle- 
ton, Homer Bartlett, Benjamin C. Sargeant, Uzaiah C. Btir- 
nap, William North, Stephen Mansw and James H. B. Ayer, 
Whigs. 

On November 6th, 1820, Lowell participated . for the first 
time in the election of a Representative in Congress. Twenty- 

• Dr. Graves was the only Lowell member of tlie LOffislntnre ol 1851, who 
voted for Chiwles Smurtor, for tjnlteil Stales .lenntfi.'. 

t itenjuiutu Aila.niB of Chelmaford wiu in the iiratc SQiinte ia isa, uiid 
I'eWr Lawson of Draciit In 1851. 
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two votes — all that were cast — wore then given for Edward 
Everett, who ran successfully a,3 an independent Workingmeu's 
candidate against John Kejes, the candidate of the old County 
" ring." At the next election, November 3rd, 1828, Mr. Ev- 
erett, running as the Whig candidate, received two hundred 
and seventy-eight votes, and Leonard M. Parker ninety-five. 
At the electioD in 1830, Mr. Everett received two hundred 
votes, and his opponent, James Russell, fifty-one. Mr. Ever- 
ett remained in the House of Eeprcsentatives till 1836, hut 
by the re-arrangement of Congressional Districts under the 
Census of 1830, Lowell was detached from his District, and 
ceased to he represented by Lim. The Bubsec[uent career of 
Everett as Governor, President of Harvard University, Minis- 
ter to England, Secretary of State, and United States Senator, 
is a part of the history of the whole country. 

The second Ecpresentative in Congress was Gayton P. Os- 
good, an able lawyer, an old bachelor, and a Democrat, who 
remained in Congress one terra only — from 1833 to 183S. He 
was the only Democratic Eepresentative Lowell ever had in 
Congress. He was of Andover. 

In 1835, after a contest rarely equalled in the annals of 
party strife, Caleb Gushing was elected to Congress from the 
District including Lowell. The Lowell Whigs held a meeting 
at midnight to exchange congratulations over his election. 
There is abundant evidence that the Whigs of the District 
felt it a great honor to be represented by such a man aa Mr, 
Gushing, who was recognized as the equal of any man in the 
House, and who was never tired of serving even the humblest 
of his constituents in every proper way. Mr. Gushing con- 
tinued to represent the Lowell District till 1843. When the 
Whig State Convention, in 1843, under the dictation of Abbott 
Lawrence, passed their stupid resolution of "eternal separa- 
tion" from the Administration of John Tyler, Mr, Gushing, 
following the lead of Mr. Webster, refused to concur. There- 
upon, various hungry politicians, who were not worthy to black 
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Mr. Cushing's boots, combined to rob bim of the confidence of 
his constituents by an active and unscrupulous use of the 
coward's favorite weapon— calunmy. "Weakened by these 
nefarious tactics, Mr. Gushing retired from Congress, and ac- 
cepted the mission to China, It has been common to sneer at 
Mr. Cashing as one who Tylerized. But as between Mr. Cush- 
iag and his adversaries ia the controversy of 1842, the calm 
verdict of history must clearly be given to him. His course 
throughout was in perfect harmony with his masterly address 
to his constituents, in September, 1841, in which h w n d 
the Whigs against the folly into which they were th n nn g 
under the Caucus- Dictatorship of Mr. Clay — the fi llj f m 
mitting '* suicide, in order to avoid the danger of dj at 
ural death." Having elected Tyler, who was with th m n 
most ([uestions, though not wholly with them on all h th el t 
it the part of a practical Whig statesman to carry a m ny f 
bis measures as he coald under Tyler's Administ t n and 
ho was right. Mr. Gushing saw clearly and decia d f nkly 
that to follow the petulant polny dictated by Cliy was to 
waste life in a vain ehise after babbles ( on*idenng with 
what bliud persistence this fatil polioy wis pursued lud with 
what disastrous results, it cannot be wondeted that Mr Cush 
ing, with his broader stati,sman^>hip and catholicity of feeling, 
held himself aloof until his qimJam triends had achieved 
their ruin ; and that afterwaid when the old issues had be 
come obsolete, and new issues had jrisen he sought a more 
congenial home in the Democratii, partj . Of Lis servicea as 
Colonel and Brigadier -General during the Mexican War, we 
shall not here speak. Nor is this the place to dwell on his 
subsequent career as Mayor of Ncwburyport, Eeprescntative 
in the Legislature," Judge of the Supreme Court, Attorney 

* During tiis long careor in llie Massachusetts Le^slatiive, it Is said, Mr. 
Cn.thiugnevorreMivodpiiy for a single day wlion ho was not inaetual attend- 
ance. His nnselflsbDcsa in this contrasts strongly with the greedincsa ot 
some Le^lalora of a later day. 
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General of the United States, President of the Chatleaton 
Convention of 1860, Commissioner to codify the United States 
Statutes, etc. 

The successor of Mr. Gushing in Congress was Amos Ah- 
bott — a good, clever man, who had achieved distinguished 
success as keeper of a grocer's shop, at the cross-roads in 
Andover ; but utterly insignificant in Congress. He retained 
his seat sis years. In 1849, James H. Duncan of Haverhill, 
succeeded him and was re-elected for a second term. 

In 1852, the Congressional election was closely contested 
between Henry Wilson, Coalitionist, and Tappan Weutworth 
of Lowell, Whig. The tactics used to defeat Gen. Wilson had 
better not be scrutinized too closely. His defeat, however, 
was one of the most fortunate events in a life remarkably full 
of vicissitudes. Had he been elected (o the House in 1852, 
he would hardly have been a candidate for the Senate in 1855 ; 
and the chair then, vacated by Edward Everett would probably 
have been fiiied by Marshall P. Wilder or Henry J. Gardner. 

Mr, Wentworth's successors have been Chauneey L. Koapp, 
from 1855 to 1859 ; Charles R. Train, from 1859 to 1863 ; 
and George 8. Boutwell, from 1S63 to 1869. 

It may here be mentioned that, in 1866, Benjamin F. But- 
ler of Lowell and Gloucester was elected tn Congress from the 
District including the last named town. 

It must be confessed that Lowell has become a political 
Bceotia, — that her politics, Iicr office-holders and her office- 
seekers are the opprobrium of the Commonwealth. She is 
cursed with miserable "bummers," of both parties, who, were 
they suddenly placed in the Common Council of New York, 
would have nothing to learn of political chicanery, but might 
be able to impart some valuable suggestions to Fernando Wood 
himself. There was a time when her position was quite other- 
wise, — when her citizens delighted in bringing into public life 
men of broad culture and of elevated character, — men who 
were not content with the small fame of mere place-holding, 



oy Google 



le; 



but who trained their minds assiduously to the study of the 
higher politics. That she may yet recoTCr her former good 
name, — that a nohlor set of men may hereafter arise, — a Bet 
worthy to stand in the place of Bartlett, of Hopkinson, of 
Lawrence, and of Eohiuson,-^i3 a matter rather of brave hope, 
than of confident expectation. 

The demoralization of our local polities began sometime 
prior to 1850, and was much accelerated by the Coalition of 
that time ; but its grand impetus was derived from the Enow 
Kothing movement of 1854, which suddenly changed all the 
loafers of the city, of native birth, into scheming politicians. 
To show how political meetings have been conducted in Lowell 
during the last dozen years, we present the following report — 
prepared at the time for another purpose — of the proceedings 
of a Republican caucus which met in Jackson Hall, Septem- 
ber 29th, 1860, to choose delegates to the County, Councillor 
and Congressional District Conventions; the contest for the 
Congressional nomination being between Charles E. Train and 
George S. Boutwell : — 

Prompily at the appointed honr, Hubbard Willeon aBcendad Uie platform, 
and oallBci for a noniination for the Chair. Several Train men Inslantly 
respon.dBa "H. G. Eluiedell," while about twenty Boutwell men ehOuted 
'■ Charles Cowley," who was almost unanimonslj choBen Cbairman, wim Q. 
A.fierrj ae Secretary. On motion of Timothy PcarBon (Boutwell], ttwds 
TOted that a eommitteo of Ave from eaoli ward be chosen by nomination 
fiom the floor, to noininate twenty-eis: del^ales lo Uie Congi'eselonal Con- 
vention. Suiiug Iha appohiCmeut of this committee, Theodore H. Sweatier 
moveil that Hie meeting adjoum to the aevera! ward rooms, and that the 
delegales he choaen there. The Chair decided that thia motion was not then 
in order. Mr. Sweetser appealed from thia deciaion to the nieeticg, and pro- 
ceeded to dlBcuaa Ma appeal. Mr. Pearson rose to a point of order,~th3t 
the Hppeal was not debatable. The Chair OTemiled the point of order, and 
allowed Mr. Sweetaer to proceed. Mr. Feareon then moved Ihe previons 
quetstion; hut the Chair roled that thepi'evioae question was not iu order in 
a popular aaaembly. At the close of the debate, the Chair put the question , 
" Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the decision of the meedng," and 
appohited teUera to connt the votes. The Chair was sustained— yeaa 102; 
nay>?, H. The committee was then filled— lai^ly by BoDtwell men. 

Another committee was choaen in Iha same manner to noininate dele- 
gales to the County and Councillor Conventions. As there was no great 
contcat over thia part of the business, this committee was the first to report, 
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and the report was adopted. Ctiarlea A. Stott ofltered a resolvitlon endoveinft 
tha CougrBEslonal career ol Mr. Train, wtucti, being explained as not iu- 
tendea to inatniet the delegates, waa adopted. H. L. C. Newton stated that 
there wai-e DemocratB voting for the Train ceaolulion, and Inqalrcd who 
waa to decide whether a man was a Democrat or a Repnblican. The Chair 
answered that everf man innat decide for himself, subject lo the control of 

The committee first chosen then reported, nominating JohnlTrlght, John 
Ncamlth, C. L. Knitpp, r. H. Nonrse, J. G. PeaSody, John W. Smith, anil 
twenty others, mostly Eoatvrell men, aa the delegates to the CongrcaElonRl 
Convention. Mr. Pearson moved the adoption of tills report. Mr. Sweetser 
moved an amendment,— that the names be voted on singly. The objection 
was made that the amendmeat waa not in order; bntthis obJecUon waa over- 
mled by the Chidr. The amendment wae loat— yeas. 97 ; nays, 113. 

Enraged at the prospect of thelt defeat, the Train men now resolved to 
protract the meeting by an adroit course of parllBmentarj " fllibiistering " 
until enough of their opponenta had gone home to leave them in the ascend- 
ant. Seeing thla, at abont eleven o'clock, the Bontwell men made and e*rried 
atnoCiou to adjonm. Tbeneneued a "bolt!' ot the Train men— creatine a 
dlviaion In the parly which was not healed for seven years. Jonathan Ladd 
moimled the platform, and proposed that Linus Child be chosen Chairman. 
Mr. Child accordingly took the Chair, and tweuty-tix more delegates were 

"Why BO much impoitance was attached to the choice of the Lowell dele- 
gation, was, that the other delegates were 60 cioaely divided between Train 
and Bontwell that ho who aocnred the Lowell delegation was siii-e of the 
nomination, which waa eqiuvalent to an election. Now that the seats of llie 
Lowell delegatea were contested, everything depended on getting a majority 
of the delegates flvm the towns. To aid them In this, the Train men liubsl- 
aized several Influential newspapara, and called amass meeting in Huntington 
Hall, to denounce the Bontwell men ftir doing preulsely what they had done 
themaelves. Had a mi^oritj- of the delegates outside of Lowell beenlHendly 
to Mr. Bontwell, the delegates of the bolters would have been ex[:ludcd Aom 
the Convention, But the Train men having oblahied a majority of the dele- 
gates outside of Lowell, they were enabled to seiime the admission ol the 
bolting delegates on Hie same fooUng as those regularly chosen. 

Thus, it waa largelj through the Lowell caucus that Mr. 
Train Becured liis seat in Congress for his second term, — that 
George S. Boutwcll became Commissioner of Internal Itevcnue, 
— Uiat John S. Kcyes obtained the Uoiled States Marshalehip 
and a fortune, — that John A. Goodwin waa made Postmaster 
of Lowell, and Jonathan Ladd Paymaster of Volunteers. Nor 
were these all or half tho consequences, personal and politi- 
cal, of the meeting, the doings of which we have now recorded. 
No caucus ever held in LoweU, — not the Whig caucus of 1B52, 
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wliioh was packed and controlled so skillfully by Tappan Went- 
worth, — nor the Union caucus of 1862, whiok had two Ciiair- 
lacn, and was about to choose a third, when the gas waa turned 
off by the police, — has been more prolific of results than the 
Republican Congressional caucus of 1860. 



CHAPTER XI. 



ectvnen— CI efka — Tre«sureve — City— Mayora— Treasnrera— Mar- 
-\Hiiitoi'3— Chief EDginesPB— Physicians— Solicitors— Preaidenta of 
niinon Council— Election Troublea— Origin of Municipal Govera- 



Lowell is not a munieipaliti/, in the older and better sense of 
that word. Our population, — various in origin, heterogeneoua 
in character, thrown together by chance, constantly distributing 
itself hith r and thither with nothing about it permanent ex 
ccpt it 5 changeability — is anl alwiys has been grissly wint 
ing in tht, municipal spint It would be easy to name m^ny, 
of the li\ing and of the dead who wtie proud of Lowell and 
who strode with fond solioitude to mike her worthy of their 
pride. But the Li.wJliins generally ha\e no such feeling 
The genius hci la not in them 

This want of thi, municipii spirit hw monifi^ted itself m 
various w tys — m business in polities and especiilly in the 
low ch\r\i,ter of too many f the men whom the capnces of 
the pecj le or the chance medley of the caucus has again tnl 
again u vtstcd with publii funotione I nder irdmary cir- 
cumstances, time would gradually develop this minor form of 
patriotism. But it has not done so here. We have gone 
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backward rather than forward. In the first years of Lowell, 
three-fourths of the mea phioed in public authority, were 
among the best men living here. But none will pretend that 
Buch has been the fact during the last twenty years. 

John Stuart Mill observes that "the greatest imperfection 
of popular local institutions and the chief cause of the failure 
which so often attends them, is the low calibre of the men by 
whom they are carried on." 

The municipal existence of Lowell began, March 1st, 1826, 
the dale of Governor Lincoln's approval of the act incorporat- 
ing licr as a town. She continued a town during ten years. 
Her eleven boards of selectmen were as follows : 

182C— Sathaniel Wright, Samuel Batehelder, O. M. Whipple. 

1^7— Sathanle! Wi^ht, Joshua Swim, Henry Cobuni, Jr. 

ISiS— SaUianlelWrlglit, Joshua Swau, Artemas Young. 

ISaD-Sftthaniel Wright, Joshua Swaji, Artemas Young, 

1830— Joehua Swan, Artsmm Yonug, Jomee Tyler. 

ISai— Joshna Swan, Artemas TouDg, James Tyler. 

lai2— Joshua S wan , Matthias Pai'khuret, Josiah CiDShy , Ben j amin W 
8. C. OUver. 

ISae-Joshna Swan, Matthias Pftrihiirst, Benjamin Walker, Elbha 
tdi^ton, S. C. OUver. 

1S31— Joshua Swan, Elisha Huntmgton, William Livingston, Jesec 
Benjamin Walker. 

1S35— Benjamin Walker, James Kuesell, William Livingston, John Chase, 
William N. Owen. 



Samuel A. Coburn was Town Clerk from the beginning, and 
continued in office two years after the adoption of the City 
Charter. He was succeeded in 1838 by Thomas Ordway, who 
held his office sixteen years. In 1851, William Lamson, Jr., 
became City Clerk ; and in 1858 he was succeeded by John 
H. McAlvin, the present incumbent. 

The office of Town Treasurer was filled by Artemas Holden 
from tho incorporation of the town to the adoption of the City 
Charter. 

The office of Town Tax Collector, created in 1828, was filled 
in 1828 by Luther Marshall ; in 1829 by Josiah B. French; in 
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1830 by Jamea Eussell ; in 183t by William Lamb; in 1832 
and 1833 by Isaac Bancroft; in 1831 by Josepb Tyler and 
Abner W. Buttrick, the last of whota was also Tax Collector 
in 1835. 

The Act to establish the City of Lowell was approved by 
Governor Everett, April Ist. 1836. The canvass preeeoding 
the first City election was an exciting one. The Whig and 
Democratic parties were nearly CLjually balanced, and party 
feeling was at fever heat Each party was desirous of the 
honor of inaugurating the young municipality. Each party 
nominated its njost available candidate. The Whigs con- 
centrated their strength on Eliaha Bartlett; — the Democracy 
nominated Eliphalet Case. , The Whigs triumphed. Dr. Bart- 
lett received nine hundred and fifty-eight votes; Mr. Case, 
eight hundred and sixty-eight; Oliver M. Whipple, seventeen; 
John Dummer, two. Dr. Bartlctt was inaugurated as Mayor, 
and was re-elected in 1837. He was highly popular as Mayor; 
but on the expiration of his second term, he positively " de- 
clined all farther service in' this line." 

The successor of Dr. Bartlett was Luther Lawrence, who 
was re-eiected in 1839, and whose tragic death has already 
been recorded. The vacancy created by the death of Mr. Law- 
rence, was filled by the City Counuil by the election of Eiisha 
Huntington, who was re-elected by the people in 1840 and 
184:1. Nathaniel Wright was elected Mayor in 1842, on the 
first "Citiaena"' ticket that was run in Lowell. In 1843, he 
was re-elected on the Whig ticket. In 1844 and 1845, Dr. 
Huntington, who had been beaten by Mr. Wright in 1842, was 
again Mayor, and was succeeded in 1846 by Jefferson Bancroft, 
By an amendment to the City Charier, the time of the muni- 
cipal election was now changed from the first Monday of March 
to the second Monday of December, annually. The commence- 
ment of the municipal year was also changed from the first 
Monday of April to the first Monday in January. Mr. Ban- 
croft was re-elooted Mayor In 1847 and 1843. In 1849 the 
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Wliigs were again ousted, and Josiah B. French, Coalitionist, 
became Mayor. He was re-elected in 1850. During the next 
four jeara, the "Whigs were successful, and elected J. H. B. 
Ayerin 1851, Dr. Huntington in 1853, and Sewall G. Mack 
in 1853 and 1854. The Know Nothing spasm of 1854 made 
Ambrose Lawrence Mayor in 1855. A Citizens' ticket re- 
stored Dr. Huntington to the chair that he loved so well in 
1856, hut broke down under him at the next election ; and in 
1857 Stephen Mansur hecame the first Eepuhiican Mayor. 
He was a gooil man, and made an honest effort to execute the 
laws for the suppression of the rum traffic, but was dropped 
at the nest election, when, by a Citiaens' movement. Dr. Hun- 
tingttin, for the eighth and last time, was re-elected to the 
executive chair. During the three following years the Ee- 
publioana were successful : James Cook was Mayor in 1859, 
and Benjamin C. Saigeant in 1860 and 18S1. Hocum Hosford 
succeeded in 1862* and 1863 on "Citizens'" tickets, and in 
1864, without opposition, on a Republican ticket. Josiah G. 
Peabody became Mayor in 1S65 and 1866, and was succeeded 
by George F. Richardson in 18fi7 and lS68.t 

The first City Treasurer was William Davidson, and the 
first City Collector of Taxes, Bryan Morse, through whom the 
City lost 810,000 of its fnnds.| In 1837, the duties of Tax 
Collector were superadded to those of Treasurer. These offices 
have been filled by the following gentlemen — William David- 
son from 1837- to 1842; John A. Buttrick from 1843 to 1846; 
Ithamar A. Beard from 1847 to 1850 ; John F. Kimball from 
1851 to 1855 ; Isaac C. Eastman from 1856 to 1860; and 
Geoi^e W. Bedlow from 1861 to 1864, when he resigned and 
was succeeded by Thomas Q. Gerrish. 

•At the election of Mayor in J861, Dr. John W. GrasBE, Mr. Hosford'e 
opponent, probably teoeived a majority of the votes, but a fraud or mistake 
in coanting Hie votes In Ward Five turned the scale against liim. 

tThe Boards of Aldermen and Common Councilmen are republished 
annaallj' in ti>e Municipal Kegister, and are therefore omitted here, 

tl Metcalf, p. 102. 
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The City Marahals have been — Zaccheus Shed in 1836 and 
1837; Henry T. Mowatt in 1838; Joseph Butterfield in 1839; 
Zaccheus Shedd in 1840 and 1841 ; Charles J, Adams from 
1842 to 1847 ; Zaeoheus Shedd in 1848 ; George P. Waldron 
in 1849, and Zaccbeus Shedd in 1850, Charles J. Adams 
came in again in 1851, hut afterward resigned, and James H. 
Corrin succeeded him. From 1852 to 1854 Edwin L. Shed 
was City Marshal; in 1855, Samuel Miller; in 1856, WU- 
liamH. Clemence; in 1857. EhenH.Eand; in 1858, William 
H. Clemence; in 1859, Eben H. Eand ; in 1860 and 1861, 
Frederick Lovejoy, to whom in 1862 succeeded Biokford Laug. 

The City Auditors have heen — John Nesmith, 1836 ; Joseph 
W. Mansur, 1837; Horatio 0. T. Corliss, 1838; John G. 
Locke, from 1840 to 1848 ; George A. Butterfield in 1849 and 
1850; William Lamson, Junior, from 1851 to 1853; Leonard 
Brown, 1864 and 1855 ; James J. Maguire, 1856 ; Henry A. 
Lord, 1867, and since 1S57, George Gardner. 

The Chief Engineers have been— Charles L. Tilden, 1836 
and 1837; Jonathan M. Marston, 1838; William Hske, 1839; 
Josiah B. French from 1840 to 1842 ; Jonathan M. Marston, 
1S43; Jefferson Bancroft, 1844 and 1845; Aaron H. Sherman 
from 1846 to 1849; Horace Howard from 1850 to 1852; 
Lewis A. Cutler, 1853; We are Clifford, from 1864 to 1859 ; 
Asahel D. Puffer, from 1860 to 1862; Joseph Tilton, 1863 
and 1864; Weare Clifford, 1865 and 1866; and George W\ 
Waymoth, 1867 and 1868. 

The sick poor of Lowell have had for their medical advisers 
the following City Physicians — Charles P. Coffin, from 1836: 
to 1S39 ; Eliaha Bartlett, 1840 and 1841 ; Abraham D. Dear- 
bora, 1842 and 1843; David Wells, from 1844 to 1846? 
Abner H. Brown, from 1847 to 1850; Joel Spaulding, fromi 
1851 to 1855 ; Luther E. Morse, 1856 and 1857 ; John W. 
Graves from 1858 to I860; Moses W. Kidder, from 1861 to 
1863; JTathan Allen, 1864 and 1865 ; and George E. Pink- 
ham, 1866, 1867 and 1868. 
15 
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The Law Department was not establisbed till 1840, wbon 
Thomas Hopkinson was chosen City Solicitor. His successors 
have been — John A. Knowles, 1841; Eichard G-. Colbj, 1842; 
Seth Ames from 1843 to 1849 ; Isaac S. Morse, from 1850 to 
1852; Theodore H. Sweetser, 1853 and 1854; Arthur P. 
Bonnej, 1S65; Alpheus R. Brown, 1856; Eobert B. Caverly, 
1857 ; Alpheus E. Brown, 1858 ; Theodore H. Sweetser, from 
1859 to 1861 ; Alpheus B. Brown, 1862 and 1863 ; Tappan 
"Wentworth, from 1864 to 1866 ; ajid George Stevens, 18G7 
and 1868. 

The fallowing named gentlemen have been Presidents of the 
Common Council, most of them more than once — -John Clark, 
Elisha Huntington, Thomas Hopkinson, Pelham W. Warren, 
Tappan Wentworth, Joseph W. Mansur, Oliver March, Daniel 
8. Richardson, Joel Adams, John Aiken, Ivers Taylor, George 
Gardner, Benjamin 0. Sargeant, William A. Richardson, Al- 
fred Oilman, Prederiok Holton, William P. Webster, William 
F. Salmon, William L. North, George P. Richardson, George 
Eipley, Gustavns A. Gerry, and Alfred H. Chase. 

In February, 1853, Mayor Ayer and his Aldermen were 
indicted by the Grand Jury " for a neglect of official duty," 
At the State election of 1851, the number of votes cast in 
Ward Pour was 811 ; but, through a glaring blunder, the 
number returned was 8,038. But no fraud being intended, 
the defendants were not convicted." The case was one of 
those, far too numerous, in which the inquisitorial powers of 
grand juries have been meanly used as the instruments of 
personal and political rivalry and rancor. 

The incidents of our municipal history, that possess general 
interest, are few. Consecjuently this chapter is largely devoted 
to the successions of local ofEcials. To some, such details 
will appear trivial. Nevertheless, 

" These liKle thingB are great to littlu man." 

Writers of a certain class speak continually of our modem 
forms of municipal government as having originated among 

'Cuehing'a Coulealed Elections, pB.83B-«71. 
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tiie Teutonic tribes of ancient central Europe. But those who 
liave most carefully studied the history of repuhlican and im- 
perial Rome, know that these municipal institutions originated, 
not with the barbarous tribes of Germany, hut with those mas- 
ters of the ancient world — the Eomans. For the purpose of 
promoting union and uniformity between the victors and the 
vanquished, and perhaps also from a love of methodicity, the 
Romans established in the cities of all the provintes which 
owned their sway, municipal institutions identical with those 
of the great mother-city, Eome. The forms thus established 
have continued in Europe until now ; and it is a remarkable 
proof of the wisdom of the Romans, that when the great towns 
of the Xew World found it deBirable to perfect their munici- 
pal institutions, they could devise no better forms than those 
instituted on the Tiber so many centuries ago. 

In every city of that world-empire were two executive mag- 
istrates called Duumviri, answering to the Consuls at Eome. 
In lieu of the Senate, there was a body of Decurions, (so 
called because, originally, every tenth man belonged to it,) 
answering to our modem Aldermen, as the Dectiries answered 
to Wards. The Duumviri were subsequently called Provosts 
or Bailiffs, and, at a still later day, Mayors ; though some, 
perhaps, may say that the Mayor corresponds more nearly with 
the Princeps Senattis, or President of the Senate. Two changes 
— some may call them improvements — have been introduced : 
the executive functions have been vested in one officer, instead 
of two ; while the legislative body has been divided into two 
branches, instead of sitting as one, as was the custom in Eome. 
Thus, the same municipal forms under which our ancestors 
lived in the times of the Cassers, have outlived the dissolution 
of civilization in the ancient world, and. crossing the middle 
ages and the Atlantic, have eome down to us. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

LOWELL DTJRIUa THE KEBELLION. 

Gen. Whifjng— F. G. Fontane— Gen. Butler-Capt. Fos— Fort Siimtei'— 
The Sixth— Kiot in Baltimore— Ladtl and Wliitney— Hill CadBtf— Rith- 
ardson Inliuitiy- Abhott Greye— Butter Biflea— SoidierB' Aid Assodatlon 
—The Twenty-Sisth, TblrtJeth, and Thhti-Third— Lowell Offlcars KiUeil 
—The Conscription- Fiiteenth Battery- SHnitary Fnur— State Aid— Bonn- 
tieB— anmrnarieB, etf. 

In opening the record of the part borne by our people in 
the war for the suppression of the Rebellion, it is but fair to 
Bay, that some of the adherents of " the Lost Cause " were 
also, in early life, identified with Lowell. Several of these 
became quite famous : for the fame of a career is often wholly 
independent of its intrinsic merits 

" The aapkingyonlh who fired the Epheslan dome, 
OntliTes in fams the pious Tool who raised it." 

Major-Genera] Robert E. K. Whiting, one of the most scien- 
tific, yet one of the most unfortunate of the Confederate chiefs, 
spent no Inconsiderable portion of his boyhood in Lowell, and 
from 1845 to 1847 stood well as a pupil in the High School. 

Mightier than the aword of Whiting was the pen of F, G. 
Pontane, one of the ablest of that jnnta of journalists whose 
passionate editorial appeals contributed so much to " fire the 
Southern heart," and precipitate the bloody struggle. He, too, 
passed much of his boyhood here, and wrote juvenile " compo- 
sitions" in the High School, little dreaming Low many spirited 
battle-scenes he would one day shetch over his famous name de 
guerre oi " Personne."" 

The disruption of tl^e Democratic National Convention of 
1860, contributed directly and powerfully to that volume of 
influences the result of which was — War. Not the least among 
those who participated in that work of disruption was Ben- 

• Hie father prepared " the Balm of a Thousand Flowors." 
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jamin F. Butler, wto, bora on Guy Fawkes' Day, has a congen- 
ital ■penchant for plots and eouspinicies. What Dryden said 
of Shaftesbury, will apply to him : — 

" For oloee designs and crooked coiinEels lit, 
Sagaciona, bold, and turbulent of wit. . . . 
A daring: pilot in estremity, 
Pleased ivith the danger when the wbtcs ran high." 

He waa horn at Deetfield in New Hampshire, NoTember 5lh, 
1818. In early infancy, he lost his father, a bold privateer, 
who scoured the Spanish main under. the Oolumhian (or some 
other) flag. In 1828, his mother remoYed to Lowell, and 
placed Benjamin under that faithful "knight of the birch," 
Joshua Merrill, in what is now the Edson School. Graduat- 
ing at Waterville in 1838, he made a short fishing voyage to 
the coast of Labrador. Cured of his boyish passion for the 
sea, he then returned to Lowell, studied law in the ofSce of 
WiUiam Smith, aud in September, 1840, was admitted to the 
Bar. His career as a Democratic politician began sjnehroni- 
oualy with his appearance in the Lowell Police Oourt, and cul- 
minated in the Charleston Convention, where, after a persistent 
struggle of twenty years, he first acquired national notoriety. 
He sat for one term in either branch of the State Legislature, 
and also in the Constitutional Convention of 1853, But his 
reputation was awjuired chiefly in the courts of law, and in 
the caucuses of the Democracy. 

Chosen a Delegate to the National Democratic Convention, in 
1860, by a Douglas constituency, he set his constituents at de- 
fiance, and voted fifty-seven times for Jefferson Davie. When 
the Convention was rent in twain, he attached himself to the 
Southern wing of it, and flung out the banner of Breokenridge 
and Lane. On July 26th, 1860, at a Democratic meeting in 
Hantington Hall, he atfempted to defend hia conduct. Wo 
sooner had he been introduced than he was met by a storm of 
hisses, groans and yells, such as have seldom been heard out- 
side of Pandemonium. At every pause in the tempest, Butler 
15" 
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renewed Lis efforts to speak ; but every such attempt was in- 
stantly balked by a renewal of the storm in all its pristine 
fury. Three-ijnarters of an hour were thus pas&ed ; but the 
sea of angry faees remained, and the tornado of hisses, groans 
and yells, eontiniied unabated. Eealiziag the impossibility of 
getting a hearing at that time, and overcome by the violence 
of his own emotions, Bntler beat an abrupt retreat to the ante- 
room, leaving his enemic* to enjoy their triumph. Thus the 
Democrats snubbed their recreant chief. Thus Lowell disowned 
her foremost son. 

Another meeting was afterward held, when Butler obtained 
a hearing ; and never did the resources of his genius appear 
more inexhaustible than in the able and ingenius but specious 
and sophistical defence which he then put in. A man of sucb 
immense vitality as Butler can never be put down in this coun- 
try without his own consent. The same man whom we have 
here seen " corked up " in Huntington Hall, and driven into 
the ante-room in a paroxysm of grief and mortification, will 
turn up again in this chapter, to be honored with a public re- 
ception after the style of Jackson. Kossuth and Sheridan 

On the ninth of January, 18G1, the steamer Star of the 
West crossed the bar of Charleston with supplies for the Fed- 
eral garrison at Fort Sumter. She was fired upon by the South 
Carolinians, and driven off. This was the true beginning of 
the war ; though for three months afterward, the country slept 
on in the delusive belief that it was still at peace. During 
those three months, the great question was, How to relieve 
the garrison of Fort Sumter ? To many minds the question 
presented insoluble difSculties. Lowell, however, had sent 
forth a man, to whose hard, practical mind this question pre- 
sented no difficulty at all — Gustavua Vassa Fox. 

He was born in Saugus, June 13th, 1821. In December, 
1823, his father. Dr. Jesse Pox, removed to Lowell, and here 
Gustavus remained until June, 1838, when, through the influ- 
ence of Caleb Cushing, he was appointed a Midshipman in the 
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NaTj. Naval promotions in those days were slow, ai>d it waa 
not until 1852 that Fox rose to the rank of Lieutenant. He 
was one of the first of our naval officers who comprehended 
the great changes that were to follow the introduction of steam, 
into the Navy, and ohtained " leaves of absence " in order to 
gain experience in steam navigation. "While "on leave" he 
served as mate to Captain Oumstock on board the Baltic. He 
was subsequently Captain, first of the Ohio, and afterward of 
the George Law, plying hetwcen New York and Panama. In 
18(55, he resigned his commission, and became Agent of the 
Bay State Mills at Lawrence. 

Immediately after the return of the Star of the West to 
New York, in January, 1861, Captain Pox repaired to "Wash- 
ington, and submitted to General Scott, Secretary Holt and 
President Buchanan, a plan of his own for the relief of Fort 
Sumter, His plan was, to anchor three small men-of-war oft 
the harbor of Charleston, four miles from the Port, as his base 
of operations ; and then to send three ateam-tuga and a full 
complement of armed launches, manned by three hundred extra 
sailors, to carry the troops and stores to the Fort, running the 
batteries on Sullivan's and Morris's Islands. Scott and Holt 
approved thLflin lut the vacillating counsels ^Nhich pievailed 
at Wa'ihiigton during the last three months ct Buohandn and 
the fir^t SIS wetks of ImLoln prevented its id ptitn until it 
was too Ute It was not until (he sixth of April that taptam 
Fox left New "iork with a part of the proposed expedition 
the whole of whi h might hive sailed as earh js thi, j recced 
iflg Janniry Rough we'ither then came on and he only ar 
rived ciF Charleston in time to witness th 1 mhardment of 
Fort Sumtor and to 1 iing baok with him M j r Anderson and 
his command after the surrender of the Fort to Creneral Beau 
regard The failuie of this iinng ecterpn/e im Ivcd nD loss 
of confidence in Captain Fox on the part of Piesident Lincoln, 
who soon afterward made him Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 
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The fall of Fort Sumter produced a tremendous sensation in 
Lowell. The shock was common to the whole country. On 
the fifteenth of April, President Lincoln called upon Governor 
Andrew for two regiments of Militia, On the next day, he 
enlarged the call to a brigade of four regiments, which was 
assigned by the Governor to the command of Brigadier- General 
Butler, Immediately on the receipt of the first call, (April 
15th,) Governor Andrew ordered Colonel Edward F. Jones, 
of the Sixth Regiment, to muster his command forthwith on 
Boston Common. 

■Pour companies of this regiment belonged to Lowell, viz. : 

Conipiiny C, (MechHnie Phalanx,) Captain Albert 5. FollanEbee. 

Componj' D, (Citj' Guards,) Captain Jamea W. Hart. 

Company H, (Watsan Light Guard,) Captain Jobu F. Noyes. 

Company A, (originally Lawrence Cadets, subsequently National Greys,) 
Captain Josiah A, Sawtell, who, on his promotion to the Majority, May IStli, 
was aucceeded by Captaui George M. Diolsennan*. 

On the nest morning, (April 16th,) these four companies, 
with two companies from Lawrence, one from Gioton and one 
from Ai,tcn of the same regiment wi,re mustered m Hunting, 
ton Hall where stimulating speeches weie m-ide tD them and 
prayers offered to the trjd of Battles for their success 

It was a cold stormy and most dismal day when amid the 
prayers and cheers and tears of the peijle the carf bore the 
Sixth Regiment toward Boston In Faneuil Hall thej were 
joined by the other three companies attached to the 'Mxth 
from Stoneham ^V orce«ter and Boston 

Aftei the departure of the Eegiment the Citv CDiinul ai 
propriated eight thousand dollars for the bpn fit of thi, families 
of these and other Lowell SDldiera 

The prigreas f tht Sixth through Worcester in the evening 
of the seventeenth throuf,h New \ork City thrDngh the 'state 
of New Jer-iLT and through Phililelphii on the eighteenth 
was a series of grand ovitiona e'^pecnlly at Philaltlihn 
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On the nineteenth, they reached Baltimore, and seven of 
the eleven companies crossed the citj to the Washington De- 
pot, unrosiated. The track over which they had passed in cars 
drift II hj horses, was then barricaded by the "roughs" of the 
i.ity leaving the regimental band and four companies behind, 
c mj elled to march on foot to the Washington Depot. The 
companies were C, of Lowell, Oapt. Follansbee ; D, of Lowell, 
( ij-tiin Hirt I, of Lawrence, Captain Pickering; and L, of 
Stiueham Capt. Dike. Capt. PoUansbee, as senior Captain, 
oommtudLd thp detachment, which numbered about two hun- 
dred and twenty men. 

In their progress through Baltimore, these companies received 
all aorta of indignities from the mob, whose yelia, oaths and 
execrations filled the air. In Pratt street, missiles were thrown 
and firearms discharged at the advancing column, and Capt. 
FoUansbee ordered his men to fire at will. These demonstra- 
tions continued on both sides till the detachment rejoined their 
comrades at the Washington Depot, and the train started which 
boro them to the Capital. 

How many of the rioters fell has never been ascertained. 
Some place the number at a hundred. The first man wounded 
on our side was George A. Wilson, of the regimental band. 
Fourteen others were also wounded during this riot, and four 
killed, — Addison 0. Whitney, Luther C. Ladd, and Charles A. 
Tajior, all of the Lowell City Guards ; and Sumner H. Need- 
ham, of the Lawrence Light Infantry. Whitney was twenty- 
two years of age, and a native of Maine; Ladd was a boy of 
seventeen summers, a native of New Hampshire ; Needham be- 
longed to Lawrence, and Taylor, probably, to Boston, 

The newB of thia affair, often magnified into a battle, pro- 
duced a profound sensation throughout the North, As the 
first bloody scene in the great tragedy of the Rebellion, the 
Baltimore riot of 1861 will not be forgotton aa long as any- 
thing in American history it 
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The remains of Ladd and Whitney were brought to Lowell, 
on the sixtli of May, 1 861, and buried in tbe Lowell Cemetery 
with imposing ceremonies: — 

" Sucli honor? as in Illium once weic paM 
When peaceful t-lepttlie mlglitj Hectm'e shaile," 

Four years later, their bodies were removed to Monument 
Square. There, beneath the Monument which bears their 
names, tSiey now rest ; and there they shall remain "till a 
clarion louder than that which marshaled them to the combat 
shall awake their slumbers." 

On reauLing Washington, the Sixth was welcomed by the 
friends of the T'nion with inexpressible joy. The soldiers 
were ([uartered in the Senate Chamber, and remained there 
till the fifth of May, when they were removed to the Kelay 
House, ten miles from Baltimore. There they formed a part 
of the command of Brigadier-General Butler, Pepartment of 
Annapolis. They remained at the Eelay House, protecting 
the Baltimore and Washington Eailroad, — with the exception 
of two short visits to IJaltimore, — until the close of their term 
of service. They returned to Lowell, August 2nil, and were 
honored with a public reception on the South Common. 

On the day succeeding the affair at Baltimore, two new 
companies were formed in Lowell — the Hill Cadets, afterward 
Company D, of the Sixteenth Infantry, Captain Patrick S. 
Proctor ; and the Eichardson Light Infantry, afterward the 
Scyentb Battery, Captain Phineas A, Davis. The Hill Cadets 
— the first company organized in Lowell during the Eebellion 
— were principally men who had belonged to the Jackson Mus- 
keteers, — who had been deprived of their arms by the Know 
Nothing Go?emor Gardner, — and who had been calumniated, 
even as late as the preceding January, as being ready to take 
part with South Carolina against their owa adopted Common- 
wealth. It was not until they received the shock of a bloody 
civil war, that the native and the foreign burn began alike to 
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feel that, in spite of all their little differences, they were all 
Americana at heart — loving their country with a warm and 
equal love, and ready to peril all in her defence. 

On April 22Ed, a third company was started by Edward 
Gardner Ahhott. Mea rushed to his recruiting office, and in 
three days his company was full — his father, Judge Ahhott, 
pouring out money with an unsparing hand, to supply every 
real or imaginary want of the men. This company was 
organized April 25th, and took the name of the Ahbott Greys, 
it was incorporated with the Second Infantry, and on May 
24th, Abbott was commissioned as its Captain. Pew, if any, 
volunteer officers were commissioned for three years' service 
earlier than Captain Abbott. 

On May lat, Eben James and Thomas O'Hare organized the 
Butler Eifles, afterward Company G, of the Sixteenth Infantry. 

"While the younger men of Lowell were filling the rosters of 
these and other companies for service in the field, the older 
men, together with the women, irrespective of age, were serv- 
ing the common cause by contributious of money, clothing, 
provisions, books and everything else that could enhance the 
comfort of the soldier. With the view to systematise this 
patriotic and charitable ministry, Judge Crosby called a pub- 
lic meeting, April 20th, when the Soldier's Aid Association 
was formed — the first of the kind in the United States — germ 
of the Sanitary Commission, and germ of the Christian Com- 
mission. Judge Crosby was its President ; M, C. Bryant, Sec- 
retary ; and Samuel W. Stickney, Treasurer. The ladies and 
gentlemen who participated in this ministry represented every 
social circle and every religious society in Lowell. 

It has been the standing reproach of Protestant communities, 
that they have no such sisterhoods as those through whose be- 
neficent labors the Eoman church is so much endeared even to 
the humblest of her children ; — no societies of "the brides of 
God," who, for the love of Mary, renounce the world, and con- 
secrate their lives to the divine ministry of charity. But great 
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aa is the debt due to orders like these, a ten-fold greater debt 
ia due to the thousand soldier's aid societies that sprung up 
all over the North duriog the late War, to supply food for the 
hungry, clothing for the naked, instruction and amusement ia 
health, tender care in sickness, litanies for the dyiug, requiems 
for the dead. And of all these societies this Lowell associa- 
tion was the precursor and pioneer. 

In August, the Twenty-Sixth Begiment was organized and 
went into camp at Cambridge, whence, three weeks later, it 
was removed to Camp Chase, at Lowell. Here it remained 
till late in Novcmher, when it formed part of the expedition 
to Ship Island, in the Department of the Gulf, In the follow- 
ing Decemher, the Thirtieth Eegiment was organized at Camp 
Chase, under General Butler, who accompanied it to Ship Is- 
land. Three companies of the Twenty-Sixth, A, D, and H, and 
three of the Thirtieth, B, and F, were composed of Lowell 
men. Nor were Lowell men confined to these companies alone, 
hut were found, sometimes in considerable numbers, in many 
other organizations. 

On September 5th, Gen. Butler returned to Lowell after the 
affair at Hatteras Inlet, and the people gave him a reception 
which contrasted strongly with that of the preceding summer. 
It was like the passage from the scaffold to the throne. Be- 
tween these two receptions, the Gieneral had revised his political 
opinions, passing with characteristic agility from the extreme 
Southern to the extreme Northern side. The occupation of 
Hatteras Inlet wae an event wholly insignificant in itself. But 
it served to relieve the gloom which filled the general mind 
after the defeats of Big Bethel and Bull Run, He Was re- 
ceived at the Northern Depot by a committee of the citizens 
and escorted by the four companies of the Sixth Eegiment, 
and an independent company — the Wameait Iliflee — together 
with a civic escort, to the Merrimack House, where he received 
an address of welcome from Mayor Sargeant, to which he re- 
plied at some length. The procession was then reformed, and 
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escorted him to his home hy the howlder-hottomcd Merri- 
mack. 

Early in 1862, the Sixth and Seventh Batteries were organ- 
ized. Both were composed chiefly of Lowell men. 

On April 3rd. 1862, Surgeon Ebenezer K. Sanhom, of the 
Thirty-First Infantry, died of typhomania at Ship Island. 
Dr. SanboFn was born in Hill, New Hampshire, January 24th, 
1S28. Hia professional education was aoquired with his uncle, 
Dr. Gilman KimhalJ, at Lowell, and with Dr. C. H. Stedman 
at Boston. He was a most anocessful surgeon, and an indefat- 
igable student of hia profession, in which he atood among the 
most eminent of his age. He achieved great succcas as a lec- 
turer, and filled professorial chaira at Woodstock, Oastleton, 
and Pittsficld. He left a widow, daughter of John Avery, 
and three children.^ 

On July 1st, 1SB2, Presiitcnt Lincoln issued a new call for 
oOO.OrtO volunteers. Among the regiments organized in re- 
sponse to this call, was the Thirty- Third Infantry, of which 
tumjianica A, 1' and U, with a portion of companies C and H, 
were from Lowell 

The President having on August 4th, 1862, issued a call for 
troops for nine months' service, the Sixth Eegiment was among 
the first to respond. On September 9th, it left Lowell for 
Boston, and proceeded to Suffolk, Virginia. It remained in 
the vicinity of SuiFolk during its entire period of service, per- 
forming necessary and useful duty, but taking part in no great 
battle — its only encounters with the enemy being some insig- 
nificant engagements on the Blackwater. Other nine-months" 
regiments drew on Lowell for recruits, especially the Forty- 
Eighth, which was stationed at Baton Eouge. 

At the battle of Cedar Mountain, August 9th, 1863, fell 
Brevet Major Edward G-. Abbott, Captain of Company A,., of 
the Second Infantry, with seven of his men. He was bom in 
Lowell, September 29th, 1840, and was less than twenty-one 

*MemoiTal of Saulioni by Samuel Buraham; Communicatioas of SlaJss. 
Meilifial Sociely, I8B8. 
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years of age when, in the feverisli rapture of battle, he passed 
t« those " temples not made with hands." Graduating at Har- 
vard in 1860, he entered the law office of Samuel A. Brown, 
where he remained until the fall of Sumter signalized the con- 
flict, of which he was not to see the end. Passing at once 
from the profession of law to the profession of arms, his ardor 
and assiduity were only increased by the change. 

In everrthing he Biiagbt thoroughneaa, and would not 1je content with 
half-tnowlng anylhiiig. Had iie lived to complete the superstFnotui-e of 
which he had laid the fouadatioDS, he was sure to have attained the summiw 
Of his pcofeasion. To ttaa he aspu^ed with the ardent longing of a strong, 
wholB'Sonled, generous natui-e. Nor did he dream of ISiJuie. 
^* In tbe bright Lexicon of youth, 
There's no such word aa ibil." 

He had a sense of honor morthy of Qie beat days of chivahy. Perfect 
truUifnlneaB characteriied all his word and acts. " He dared to do ri^t; he 
dared Co be li-iie ; " he woald not be snch a, coward aa to he. At the age of 
twenty, he had the intellectual maturity of a man of thirty. Ilia natiTe vigor 
of intellect was great, and his judgment remarkably sound. He was ft bom 
ooDunftndep— cool, intrepid, self-reliant, Indomitable— and took to the lead- 
ership of aS^ira as oBtarally aa an eagle to the air. 

The battle waa drawing Ui a close when he teH; and dnriug the fight, 
says GJeneral Andrews, (who was Ms colonel,) hla oondnot " was aa brave 
and noble as any Mend of hia could deaire." Juat aa Ihe tToion army began 
thek retreat, Abbott waa shot— the tall passing direoUy through the neok. 
One of his men, Lucius Page,* seeing hun Ml, ran to blm, and aaked, " Are 
yonwounded?" Abltott wilh difficulty replied, " Yes." P^e inquired, " Can 
I do anything for youf " But the dying captain was unable t« reply. The 
blood gashed from hia neck, and in a tGw moments, he was dead. Page 
hrai^ht away bis avrord, aud bbM he could have lain down and riled boside 
him. 

His company, which waa his pride, was always dlstlngolelied tm its neat, 
soldierly appearance, and was, says General Andrews, "hi every respect, 
fldly equal to any fhat I have seen In the volunteer service." General Gor- 
don says, "I saw him when he fell. 1 was proud fhat I had done something 
to educate him to Ihe profession he so much, so peuuliarls' adorned." 

The body of the lamented captain was buried with public 
honors on Sunday, August ITfh. The same hand that suffused 
his infant face with the waters of baptism, also committed his 
body to the ground — " earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust."-|- 

•Page was wounded and taken prisoner at CbaneeUorsviUe, and aiter- 
wanj died of hia woands. 

tsee Lowell Couri^, August ilst and iCth, and September llth, 1863. 
Also, Harvard Ueioorial Biographies, vol. it, pp. T7-W. 
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Twenty daya after Aliliott's death, fell First LiiSutenant 
James R. Darraeott, of Company E, of tte Sixteenth Regi- 
ment, who was instantly killed at the second hattle of Bull 
Run. He was thirty-four years of age, and left a widow, 
daughter of Alexander "Wright, and one child. 

On October 5th, 1S62, Captain Timothy .A. Crowley, of 
Company A, Thirtieth Infantry, died at New Orleans, of inter- 
mittent fever. He was bom in Lowell, February 14th, 1831, 
and after fiuitting school was long employed as a machinist 
in the Lowell Machine Shop, For several years, he was con- 
nected with the city police, and ia 1858 was Deputy Marshal. 
He subseiiuently studied law, and was admitted to the bar 
in 1860. He was one of those over whom GTeneral Butler 
threw the magical spell of his peculiar genius; and no Scot- 
tish clansman of the medieval age over followed his leader 
with more ardor and devotedness than Crowley. 



He was a corporal in the Watson Light Guard in their 
three months' campaign, and bore the colors of the Sixth Eegi- 
meut during the Baltimore riot of 1861, with a steady courage 
that attracted the admiration of all. He then gathered the 
company of which he was captain at his death. He displayed 
fine abilities as an officer, and won the entire respect of all 
with whom he came in contact in the Department of the Gulf. 
He left a widow and two children. His remains were brought 
to Lowell, and buried with public honors, October 26th, 1863, 

On December 13tli, 1862, the Army of the Potomac under 
General Burnside advanced on the defences of Fredericksburg, 
but only to be driven back, after a sublime exhibition of its 
courage and a lavish outpouring of its blood, to its ori^nal 
lines. Among the killed in this engagement was Captain 
Thomas Claffoy of Lowell. He was bom in Cork, Ireland, and 
came to Lowell when a boy. Having secured such elementary 
education as a Lowell Grammer School affords, he became first 
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an operative in the mills, afterward clerk to a shopkeeper, 
and finally a shopkeeper himself. He devoted all the time he 
could spare to the improvement of his mind. He made ex- 
tensive forays into history, ancient and modem, aacreil and 
secular. Entering the Twentieth Eegiment aa a private, he 
was soon promoted to a Lieutenancy for gallant conduct at 
Antietam. 

At Frederiokaburg, the command of hie c Jup ny d Ived 
on him. and here Lis gallantry won him a mm a as Bre- 
vet Captain. This honor, however, wa nfer d t late. 
Early in the engagement, he for whom it s nten 1 1 fell, 
shot through the mouth and neok ; and so m d the 1 u I and 
thunder of battle, the impetuous spirit of Captain Claffey took 
the everlasting flight. His body was not recovered. He waB 
twenty-eight years old, and left a widow and two children. 

On January 12th, 1863, General Butler, returning from 
New Orleans, was received hy the people in Huntington Hall, 
where, in an elaborate speech, he defended his administrati'jn 
in the Department of the G-ulf. He was accompanied by the 
gallant General Strong, who was mortally wounded, a few 
months later, in the last desperate storming of Fort Wagner. 

On E'ebruary 17th, 1863, the Piftcenth Battery, composed 
chiefly of Lowell men, was mustered for three years' ser- 
yicc. Timothy Pearson was its Captain; but he being chiefly 
engaged in recruiting, the actual command of the Battery de- 
volved largely on Lieutenant Albert Kowse. 

On February 25th, 26th and 27th, 1863, the ladies of 
Lowell held their famous Soldiers' Fair, to replenish the funda 
of the Sanitary Commission. About five thousand dollars 
were realized hy this fair, which was the second of the kind 
during the "War — St, Louis, the Queen City of the West, hav- 
ing held the first. Five thousand dollars raised by this fair, 
— three thousand dollars collected through the Soldiers' Aid 
Association, — four thousand dollars contributed to the Boston 
Sailors' Fair of 1864, — numerous smaller sums collected and 
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diBtributed through otter channclB, and innumerable contribu- 
tions of clothing, shoes, etc., — all combine to attest how faith- 
fully and bow efficiently the ladies of Lowell served their 
country in her most periloaa hour. 

It happened, by a strange contrast, that just as one portion 
of our people were exerting thcmaelyes so successfully for the 
benefit of our soldiers, others, (happily a much smaller num- 
ber) were perfecting elaborate and ingenious schemes for steal- 
ing the large bounties which soldiers then received from City, 
State and Nation. This infamous business was carried on, 
not only l>y civilian- scoundrels, hut also by several Lowell 
army officers ; and if some of them were afterward punished 
for their peculations, their punishments were not half what 
they deserved. Death, by sentence of a drum-head court- 
martial, was the just penalty which Napoleon inflicted on 
officers who swindled his soldiers. But our soldiers were left 
to such redress as they could obtain from courts of law. The 
courts were right," but they were altogether too slow. Pri- 
vate William Riley, for example, recovered judgment against 
Timothy Pearson for his local bounty of one hundred and fifty 
dollars; but before execution could issue, Pearson had 



On April 14th, 1863, the Andover Conference of C 
tional Ministers met in Lowell. Upon adjourning, they called 
on General Butler in a body, thanked him for his recognition 
of the Higher Power, and pledged him their votes and their 
prayers I Imagine the Apostles calling on any Eoman poli- 
tioian to thank him for recognizing his own Maker ! Had we 
a painter among us, his easel could hardly be better employed 
than ia portraying these reverend fathers, playing the game 
of mutual admiration with one in whose regards all the gods 
"from Jove to Jesus" stand alike indifferent. — but who has 
the good sense to sec that rabbi, mufti, priest and parson 

♦Sullivan T. Flligerald, 12 AIIbh, iisa. 
16<''' 
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are all useful as a higher order of constahulary, or moral po- 
lice, — and who would copy the Broad Churohmanship of those 
philosophic Romans who "bowed with equal reverence to the 
Lybian, the Olympian or the Capitoline Jupiter." 

Among the officers killed in General Hookers' advance on 
Ohanoellorsviile, April 30th, 1863, was Captain George Buah, 
of Company B, Thirteenth Infantry, He was bom in Middle- 
sex Village, July 4th, 1834;, and was the son of Francis Buah, 
of the well kaown firm of Bent & Buah, hatters. He entered 
the regiment aa Second TAeutenant. He was engaged in nine 
battles, and in six of them he commanded his company. Two 
of his brothers were also in the army— Major Joseph Bush, 
and Lieutenant Francis Bush. He had a third brother, Ed- 
ward Bush, who was accidentally drowned in Boston, in 1867. 

On the following day, in the same battle. Captain Salem S. 
Marsh, acting Colonel of the Twenty-Second United Statea 
Infantry, and one of the finest officers in the regular army, 
was shot through the brain. He was born in Southbridge in 
1836, and was the son of Sumner Marsh, long a citizen of 
Lowell. He graduated at West Point in 1858. When the 
War began he was stationed on the frontier, and with him were 
four other officers, bis superiors in rauk. natives of the South, 
who at once sent in their resignations, and without waiting for 
a reply, abandoned their posts, and went home. Undismayed 
by the difficulties of his position, the noble Marsh, then only 
a Second Lieutenant, at once assumed command, and. with 
the aid of the Surgeon and the non-commissioned staff, per- 
formed not only his own duties, hut also the duties of the 
four oifieers who had deserted their flag. He was buried, May 
17th, with the honors due to so gallant a career. 



On June 3rd, 1863, an engagement took place at Clinton, 
Louisiana, in which Brevet Major Solon A. Perkins, of the 
Third Cavalry, was mortally wounded. He lived but two 
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hours. He was born at Lancaster, New HampBhire, Decem- 
licr 6th, 1836, and was the son of Apolloa Perkins, who 
removed to Lowell with his family, in 1840. Having fitted 
for college in the High School, young Perkins entered the 
house of J. W. Paige & Co., in Bostoa, where he remained five 
years. Prom 1853 to 1856, he was attached to a mercantile 
house iu Beunos Ayres, hut ill health compelled his return 
home. la 1857, he became connected with a large mercantile 
firm in Valparaiso, and remained there two years ; hut in 
1839, on account of civil war, all foreigners were ordered from 
Chili; and Perkins returned to Lowell, The knowledge of 
French and Spanish acquired in South America, was highly 
useful to him afterward lu the Department of the Gulf where, 
in 1862, he began his career under Generil Butler Ihough 
only Second Lieutenant, the death ol his superior Cai tain 
Durivage, left him early m command and he h'id abundant 
opportunities to develope his powers in numeiouo encounters 
with guerrillas. 

"Holuid BlxhoreesMlleilundeFlihn [uas miinj eiigageinenCx and when 
aent out on ceoonnoisimces, vai repeatedly out off trora Lib return roule by 
a superior foroe, and olilieed to Ining off Ina oonunand by strategein On 
Olio oooaBioD, he rode a hnndrect nules m t« entj- ibnr honra and without 
1 avhi- hU iirtlle- inilforthe la t slxweel s't lubfe he dtdnot'Jeei In 
c t t all but ni oh the gioi nrt nador in open Bky ia IJie r nd in 1 n n ' 

"\\ ith fifty five men he once boldly engaged four hundred 
ml fifty of the enemy and routed them so bidly that the 
1 aierof the Confederate force wis put under nrrest by his 
I, eiiur ofBctr for hia failure By exploits like these he won 
1 1nlliant reputation and was pomtel out m New Uileans as 
the boldest and most succeesful tavilry officer in our aimj 
In that beiutiful picture g'tllery in whieh peihaps L well 
will one day gather the portraits of her heroes a high place 
will un jnestiombly bo assigned to our most daring an 1 doah 
ing cavahy ctptain — le beai mhre — ■'olon 4. Perkins 

H e n U not ieen h s hfe was 1 uef 

For noble death is length of days ; 
The sun Hiat ripens Autunm'a leaf 

Has poured a Bummer's wealth of rays." 



oy Google 



189 HISTOaY OP LOWBIL. 

At the battle of Gettjebarg, July 3rd. 1863, fell Captains 
John MurMand and David W. Eoche. Captain Murkland was 
bora in Paisley, Scotland, August 23rd, 1835, and in early 
boyhood came to Lowell. When the war began, he enlisted in 
Company B, of the Fifteenth Infantry. He first distinguished 
himaelf at the battle of Antietam, being then First Sergeant. 
For his gallantry there he was at once commissioned Captain. 
While in command of his company at Gettysburg, he waa 
mortally wounded. He waa buried July 14th, with military 
honors. He was married, but loft no children. The other 
Lowell captain killed at Gettysburg, was David W. Eoche, 
who went out as Second Lieutenant of the Hill Cadets, from 
which company he waa subsequently transferred to Company 
A of the same regiment, and promoted to a captaincy. While 
at home on leave in the preceding March, he was married. 
The military career of Captain Eoohe was an honorable one, 
but it afforded him no opportunity for the acquisition of a 
specially brilliant fame. His remains were interred with pub- 
lic honors, August 3rd, 1863. He was tbirty-tbree years of 
age, and a native of Cork, Ireland, 

On October 6th, 1863, in a skirmish with a party of Quan- 
trell's guerrillas, near Baxter's Springs, Kansas, Judge- Advocate 
Asa Walton Farr, of the staff of General Blunt, and seventy- 
seven others, were taken prisoners and shot. He was bom in 
1821, at Sharon, Vermont, (the native town of Joseph Smith, 
the Mormon prophet.) For seven years, he was a practicing 
lawyer in Lowell, and w^ District Attorney of Middlesex 
County in 1861 and 1852. For the last ten years of his life, 
he practiced in Wisconsin. He had also been a member of the 
Wisconsin Legislature, He left a widow and two children. 

On July 15th, 1863, four hundred and nine names of Lowell 
men were drawn from the wheel at Concord, under the Con- 
scription act, and the call based thereon ; — but of these less 
than thirty were actually forced into the service. A lavish 
outpouring of money for National, State, City and private 
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bounties saved Lowell from any extensive "draft" of her cou- 
surip title men. 

At the close of 1863 and early in 1864, the Fifty-Ninth 
Infantry and the Second Heavy Artillery were recruited. 
Both contained many Lowell men. 

On April 2nd, 1864, Lieutenant Maurice Roche, brother of 
Captain D. W. Roche, died at Charlestown, of disease con- 
tracted in an unattached company of Heavy Artillery. 

On April 14th, 1364, Lieutenant Chailes B, Wilder, of the 
Steam Frigate Minnesota, was killed near Smithfield in Vir- 
ginia. He was shot in the head by a party of the enemy's 
riflemen, who attacked a boat expedition, sent into Smithfield 
Creek, under command of Lieutenant Wilder, to dredge for 
torpedoes. He was thirty-four years of age, and left a wife 
and one child. He was buried in Lowell with naval honors, 
April 24th. His personal and professional qualifications were 
such, (said Admiral Lee,) as " to command the respect and 
esteem of all who were associated with him in the service." 

Exactly three weeis after the funeral of Lieutenant "Wil- 
der, occurred the more imposing obsequies of Greneral Henry 
Livcrmorc Abbott. He was born in Lowell, January 21st, 
1842. He and his brother. Major Abhott, fitted for college 
together in the Lowell High School, graduated , together at 
Harvard in 1860, and together entered on the study of the 
law. When the war hroke out, he joined the Fourth Bat- 
talion of Infantry as a private. On July 20th, 1861, he was 
commissioned Second Lieutenant in the Twentieth Infantry, 
and subsequently won successive promotions to First Lieuten- 
ant, Captain,' Major and Brevet Brigadier-General. He took 
part in all the great battles of the Army of the Potomac pre- 
ceding his death, and displayed such splendid qualities that 
every battle added to his renown. 

It was once observed by Napoleon, that no army could bear 
the strain of the loss of more than one-tbird of its numbers. 
But, in tho battle of Fredericksburg, December 11th, 1862, 
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the company commanded by Abbott, lost thirty-five men out 
of sixty. The same company having been re-fllled, afterward 
went into the battle of Gettysburg, Abbott still being Cap- 
tain, and though full two-thirds of its members were killed or 
wounded, still preserved its morale. 

A life so terribly exposed can never last long. While in 
command of hia regiment, at the battle of the Wilderness, 
May 6th, 186i, and gallantly leading his faithful veterans to 
the charge, he was stricken down by a bullet and carried to 
the rear mortally wounded. " His devotion to his men waa 
shown in his last sufi'ering momenta, by a direction that all 
the money he left should be used for the relief of widows and 
orphans of soldiers of his regiment." Truly, " the bravest are 
the tenderest." " Had he lived," said General Hancock, " he 
would have been one of our most distinguished commanders." 

" Hia growth in the last four jeara of his life was almost beyond belief. 
ffis career, short as it wns, h-^ib long etiongh to show that hie enrly death 
deprivert hia country of one of Its moat fiiithful and moat preuious oliam- 
pions. Ilia State of one of Ita most worthy aons, hia companiona in Brms of 
an associate lieyond praise. No name holds snoh a, place ae liia in the lieai-ta 
of the aniTiving offlcei-s and soldiere of (he regiment." * 

In the summer of 1862, a wound received in the Seven Days' 
Battles brought him home "on sick leave." Before returning 
he made his last visit to Lowell — a visit of which bevies of 
Lowell beUes, including some of the purest and fairest of earth 
or skies, still oherish tender recollections. As the youthful 
hero trod his native river-bank for the last time, and heard 
the plaintive murmurs of the Merrimajjk, which he was never 
to hear again, — perhaps the words of the poet were re-called 
to his mind, foreshadowing so sadly his own glorious hut un- 
timely end : 



On October 30th, 1863, Lieutenant George F. Critchett died 
at Lowell, of disease contracted in the Seventh Light Battery, 

*PalflT;y'3 Memoir of Abliott, Hnrytird Momorial Biographies, toI. i1, 
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He went out as a private, won promotion fcj merit, and had 
been offered the command of his Battery ; but failing health 
brought him home to die, in hie twenty-fifth year. 

Oa May Slst, 1864, occurred the battle of Cold Harbor; 
(though a field where the number killed on the Unioo side was 
twenty times greater than the number killed of the enemy, 
might rather be called a massacre than a battle.) There two 
Lowell captains fell — Dudley C. Mumford, of Company G, 
Nineteenth Infantry, and John Eowe, of Company E, of the 
Sixteenth. The former was killed instantly ; the latter was 
mortally wounded and taken prisoner, and died June 24th, 
1864, in Libbj Prison. Both entered their regiments as pri- 
vates, and won their shoulder-straps by their valor alone. 

On June 7th, 1864, about thirty men of the Second Infantry, 
who enlisted originally under the lamented Captain Abbott, 
returned to Lowell, having honorably completed their three 
years' service. Many of their comrades re-enlisted, and re- 
mained in the field until July, 1865. Eetuming in an unor- 
ganised manner, these war-worn veterans received no public 
reception whatever. This was much to be regretted; for no 
men "covered themselves with glory," more than these men 
of the gallant Second. The battles in which they took part 
were Jackson, Front Boyal, Winchester, Cedar Mountain, An- 
tictam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Eeaeca, 
Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Ealeigh, Ave- 
ryaborough, etc. The Second and the Thirty-Third were the 
only regiments containing any considerable number of Lowell 
men, that accompanied the gallant Sherman in his grand march 
from Atlanta to the sea. 

On July 21st, 1864, the Hill Cadets and the Butler Eifies, 
under Major Donovan and Captain O'Hare, wore welcomed 
home on returning from their three year's service. In those 
tragic years, the Sizteenth took part in the battles of Eair 
Oaks, Glendalc, Malvern Hill, Kettle Eun, Chantilly, Freder- 
icksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Locust Grove, Wil- 
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, Spottsylvania, North Anna Eiver, Cold Harbor and 
a record which their children and their children's 
children may look hack upon with pride. 

In July, 1864, — volunteers for one hundred days' service 
having been called for by the President,— the Sixth Ecgiment 
again responded, and was assigned guard duty at Fort Dela- 
ware. 

Among the victims of the explosion of the Petersburg mine. 
July sot!, 1864, was Asa E. Hayward, then a private in the 
Fifty-First New York Infantry, but previously a First Ljeu- 
teuant or Captain in the llassachusetts Twenty-First. He 
was wounded, captured and confined in Saulsbury prison. He 
succumbed under his sufferings, and died on being exchanged. 
He was forty years old, and left a widow (nee Fanny French) 
and three children. 

On October 1st, 1864, Major Hcury T. Lawson, of the 
Second Heavy Artillery, died at Newhem, North Carolina, 
of yellow fever. He had previously been Captain of Com- 
pany I, of the Sixteenth Infantry. His remains were buried 
at Newton, where his family resided. He was the last com- 
missioned officer that was identified with Lowell, who lost 
his life while in actual service. 

Is the question asked, Why not mention those who were 
not of commissioned rank ? The only answer is, that they 
are altogether too numerous, and with respect to many of 
them, no information is attainable. In mental and moral 
power, as well as in social rank, the privates were often supe- 
rior to their officers. One Lowell boy, a private in the Forty- 
Fourth Infantry, son of Judge Hopkinson, had graduated at 
Harvard, studied law with Judge Gray, and contributed reg- 
ularly to the Atlantic MontklyS- Another Lowell private, 
Foster Wilson, has since served with credit in the City Coun- 
cil, aod in the State Leg islature. A third, Samuel M. Bell, 

» He died of fever at NewDei-pi, Feb, 13, mVi. Ilarviird Mcmoi-ial JiLog. 
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has been chosen by his comrades, including officera as well as 
privates, President of the Anuj and Navy Union. A fonrth, 
P. H. "Welch, was head- sale sman in a Broadway wholesale 
house, having a general under him as his clerk. 

So with the Lowell sailors. John F. Devlin declined an 
appointment as Ensigo, but served with credit as chief signal- 
quarter-m aster on Admiral Dablgren's staff. Timothy Sul- 
livan, too, refused the command of a clipper schooner, but 
became coxswain to Captain Meade, on board the San Jacinto, 
and, when stranded on No-Name Key, gallantly stood by, 
fighting desperately with the wreckers, as well as with the 
storm. But the roll of our "distinguished privates" would 
far outnumber that of our commissioned braves. 

Among the civilians from Lowell who shared the fortunes 
of our armies in the field, was William Porter Bay, whose 
encyelopfedie learning and affluent genius entitle him to a 
high place in the gallery of distinguished Lowellians. Hia 
natural gifts were altogether remarkable, and were improved 
by all the agencies that Harvaid and Heidelburg employ to 
develop and discipline the minds of their sons. He was one 
of the brightest and best of the spoiled children of genius. 
He entered the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
but became involved in a dispute with his Diocesan, (Bishop 
rpfold,) who temporarily suspended hia functions. He waa 
acting as one of the army correspondents of the New Totk 
Times, in Virginia, when his life was cut short by an attack 
of small-pox. His lyccum discourse on Eouseau, his article' 
in the Atlantic Monthly on Dealings with the Dead, and sev- 
eral other productions of his pen, attracted great attention- 

On October 28th, 1 864, the Twenty-Siith Infantry, received 
a public welcome home. The battles in which they were en- 
gaged were "Winchester, Cedar Creek, and Fisher'a Hill, 

On January 28th, 1S65, General Butler, made hia famous 
speech in Huntington Hall, explaining the causes of hia defeat 
at Fort i'isher. On the career of this remarkable man, it 
17 
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would be useless to pronounce judgment at present. All t!ie 
judgments of history arc aubjeet to perpetual appeal ; — those 
touching contemporaneous cbaracters arc seldom or never final. 
Partou'fl estimate of Butler will not be accepted finally ; nei- 
ther will that of " Brick Pomeroy." The former ia surcharged 
with unreasoning panegyric ; the latter with passionate vitu- 
peration. General Butler'a reputation cannot be demolished ; 
for it stands on a solid foundation — on his occupation of An- 
napolis and of Baltimore, and on his wholesome discipline at 
New Orleans. His coquettish dalliances with the Secessionists 
in 1860, — his first repulse at Big Bethel,~-hia later fizzle at 
Bermuda Hundrcda, — and his grander^sco at Fort Pishcr, — 
will be viewed with leniency, in consideration of his prompt 
dash into Baltimore, aud of the firm grip with which ho held, 
aa by the throat, the New Orleans "roughs." Said Cromwell 
to Lely, " Paint me aa I am ; if you leave out the scars and 
wrintles, I'll never give yon a shilling." General Butler has 
great faults ; but he haa many compensatory merits. He is 
no Cromwell; but he can afford to be painted as he ia. Fully 
equal to many of "Plutarch's men," he is sure to live here- 
after on the painters' burning canvass, and on the historian's 
pictured page. And when the throng of his calumniators are 
sleeping in unhonored and forgotten graves, his statue, in 
enduring bronze, will rise in some public square of our city, 
and be admired by miUions that are now unborn. 

On April 5th, 1865, the citizens flocked to Huntington 
Hall to express their joy over the fall of Richmond. Another 
meeting of patriotic jubilation was held, with more formal 
preparation, on the 10th. 

On April 15th, 1865. the people of the whole country were 
shocked by the intelligence that, on the preceding night, the 
Patriot-President, Abraham Lincoln, had been shot by an 
assassin. On the day following, the grief of the people found 
appropriate expression in all the churches. On the 19th, a 
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eulogy of Lincoln was delivered in Lowell, bj George S. Bout- 
well, RepreaentatiFe in Congress." 

On Juue I3th, 18G-J. the LoweH men of the Thirty-Third 
lafantry, about ninety in all, i-eturned to Lowell, their term 
of enlistment having expired. The Thirty-Third bore a gal- 
lant part JQ the battlea of Frcdcrieksburg, ChancellorHville, 
Beverly Ford, Gettysburg, Lookout Valley, Mission Ridge, 
Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Cassville, Dallas, Golgotha, Gulp's 
farm, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Averya- 
boro', Bentonville, and Goldsboro.' 

On the seventeenth of June, ISfiT), the Ladd and Whitney 
Monument was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies. The 
lines inscribed upon this Monument, from the Samson Agon- 
i^tea of Milton, were selected by the lamented Governor An- 
drew, who also delivered the dedicatory oration. His closing 
sentences expressed, in eloquent terms, the glowing hope that 
this shaft might stand for a thousand generations : 

" Henceforth shall the inhaliitunts uf Trfiwell guan3 for MaaeachiiBetti', 
fur imtrtotlsm, and for lilieity, this a^iurcd tnigt, as they of Acton, of Leic- 
iu^^iou, of Concord, protect tbe TOtive Etonea which commemorste the men 
of April, '!6. 

"Let it stand, as long as the MeiTimaeli rnns troia the monntaina to the 
nea, ; nhlle this busy stream of hnman Ute eweeps on hy the hanks of the 
rifev, lieariny to eternity its fcaight of destiny and hope. It shall speak to 
yotii' ctiildreu not of Death, bnt of Immortnlity. It shall stiind here a mute, 
eti)re3»lve witness of the beanly and the dignity of youth and manly prime 
conaecvatfld in nnselflah ohodienca to Duty. It sliall testify thai gratitude 
will remember, and praise will n-alt on, the humbleat who, by the intrinsic 
gi'entnesa of their souls, or the viiHiii of lliuir offitringe, have riaen to the 
sublime peerage of Virtue." 

The procession previous to the dedication, though indiifer- 
cotly managed, was the most magnificent ever seen in Lowell. 
It presented an imposing array of National and State officials ; 
the Staffs, of the Governors of Massachusetts and Maryland ; 
officers and men who had served in the Airoy and Navy ; 
members of the Lowell, Boston, fl'orcester and Lawrence 
City Governments; Seleetraen of towns; Encampments of the 

» Speeches relating to the Eebellion, pi), 3SC-S71. 
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Knights Templar ; Lodges of the Free Masons, the Odd Fel- 
lows, and the American Protestant Association; bodies of In- 
fantry and Cavalry; Baada of Music, Firemen, Fenians, and 
miscellaneous organization s. 

At the close of the War, the Mayor prepared the following 
abstract of the number of men furnished from Lowell under 
tie several calls of the President, together with the amounts 
paid for City Bounties, and the sums expended by the city in 
recruiting: 

18S1, April 15th, OKll for 7B,0Oa men for three months. Lowell funiUhed 
a23iuen, atacastof {596.08; aveiHge cost, t2.67S-10. 

ISei, May ard, caU for 60,0fl0 men; Jnly lat, call fop 600,000 men. Our 
quota under thesa caUa was 2098 man for Uiree years. The number recruited 
was 2W0, at a cost of t65,6SI.Tg; average cost, t^T.lS. 

1883, Augnst 4th, call for 300,000 man, for nine months. Our quota waa 
2Sfl. We enlisted and furnished 557 men, at a cost of $22,168.25; aternge, 
t35.78 8-10. 

1883, October 17th, iiall for 300,000 nien. Fehruary 1 , 1864, caL for OOO.OOO 
men. Our quota was 388 men. We furnished 211 men, al a cost of t902,30; 
average ooat, 1*37 6-10. Thei'eporlof the Adjutant General, January l, ISfii. 
etated that we had at that time a surplus of 179 men. 

1664, July 18th, call ftir 600,000 men ; our quota, B37. We ftimlshed {hi- 
cluiline.lBSNaTy recruits), 998 men, at a cost of $147,649.11 ; average cost, 
tl47.9t 1-2. 

18M, December 19th, call for 300,000 men. Ko quota nas ever assigned 
to Lowell under this call. I waa Informed by the Provost Marslial Uiat our 
quota Jannary 1st, 1863, was eight men short of all requireiaents. We contin- 
ued our enliatmenlfi until the surrender of Blchmond. The uumbm- enlisted 
subsequent to the call in Deceoiber wa^ 132 men at a cost of (17,039.05; aver- 
age coat, (129.08. 

Of the volunteera for 100 days, LoweU furnished 252 men, at a cost of 
tU.')-BO— making the whole nnmber standing to our credit 1763 men, and the 
whole cost of recraiUng and bounties, $-251,074.87. In addition to this we 
have expended fV>r uniforms, equipments. Interest on State aid paid, and 
other incidental expenses of the war, oxclnsire of the Ladd and Whitney 
Monument,* the mm of $39,141.02— making a grand total of $293,215.39. It 
should be stated tiiat there were 430 men ft'o:n our city who enlisted in the 
oayal service, but In the apportionment whieh was made, only 190 were al- 
lowed to our credit. Had we received fiill credit for these men, onr whole 
number furnished would have been 5032. t 

The amounts of State Aid disbursed since the beginning of 
the War have been as follows;— 1861, $31,912.30; 1862, 
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SS7.4!19.78; ISfifl. R102,011.78; lS6i. $90,135.40 ; 186S. 
854,272.00; IS68, $35,760.00 ; 18137, $34,500.10. 

At the e!ose of July, 18C>5, the Lowell men of the Fifty- 
NiDtt, a nine-moDths' regiment of infantrj, returned, haying 
been present in the battles of the Wiideraess, Spottaylvania, 
North Anna Biver, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Weldon Rail- 
road, Poplar Spring, Fort Sedgwick, and Fort Mahone. 

One regiment only, containing many Lowell men, continued 
in service later than the Fifty-Ninth. This was the Thirtieth, 
which was not mustered out until the following year. The 
battles in which the Thirtieth took part, were those of Vicks- 
burg. Baton Rouge, Plain's Store, Port Hudson, Donald son ville, 
Winchester, Oedar Greek and Fisher's Hill. 

The Seventh and Fifteenth Batteries also remained in ser- 
vice some months longer. The Seventh was present in the 
engagements at Deserted House, South Quay, Somerton, Provi- 
dence Church itoad, Holland's House, Mansura, and Mobile. 
The Fifteenth was present only at the seige of Mobile. 

With the mustering out of these men Loweil's part in the 
War of the Kebellion may be said to have closed. The last 
battle had been fought, the last army of the South disbanded. 
With a few exceptions, the soldiers and sailors of Lowell had 
returned to their homes, or to civil life elsewhere, or had lain 
down to the long sleep — the slumber that knows no waking. 

Well, then, might Governor Bullock tender to the people of 
Lowell hia generous tribute of elor|«cnt congratulation : 

" While the laduatiy »ad iveilUi of otlier comiaimitiej have beon etimii- 
luWa by the war, youvs, i iippreliend, hare been nhecked and depresaeil. 
Tills, howovBv, did not uhill the ardi>r of your patriotlam, which roee above 
uvoi-y Bionght of privuta iutarost, and broke forth m groat acta of generouB 
;md chtvalrouH devotion; Since ths men of Chelniefocd fou^t at Concord, 
LeslngWn and Bunker HUl, no record hn? borne prouder honors than thoee 
\v)i!dh cluster around the braw of Ibe living, and over the gritves of the dead 
soldiers of the Queea'City of the Mei-rimock. Tu ber honored son, H^or- 
tieucral Butler, ebe ^ve to tlio field oae of the eaiileet and ablest general 
otfirers of the war, whose poo and sword have been alike demoted to the 
fit'icese of papulnr ideas throughout the contest, and who .^tlU serves his 
country with his efforts to crown victory with uaivci'sal liberty. IJowell ftir- 
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nished at the first tap of the dram fouv companies, to the immortal Sixth, 
to protect tlie cnpitnl in the honr of gloom and almost of captnie; she haa 
filled Brerj one of her qiiotas withotil a draft; ahe haa left a aurplus account 
of gallant men at the office of the Adjutant General from tlie beginning U> 
the end ; end she will erer appear, befbre the whole world, with the moan- 
mental renown of having oontrlbnted the firat Wood of the fiflli epic of 
martyrs. Yes, the monmnent in yonder square shall transmit to distant 
generations your Imperishable distinction aa the patriot and martyr cityl 
Oarlands of minted laurel and cypress, l^at shall neither fade nor decay, 
will aurroond the crest ot your munioipalLty so long as the noble river, 
in whose waters the infancy of this city was bathed, shall flow by ana lave 
the seats of her industry and power! Hail therefore to-ilay, and welcome 
Lowell I that having no ancient nnnals or lengtheoed traditions, has passed 
into the classic sistethootl of chivalry, without a superior and with scarcely 



CHAPTEK XIII. 

OENBRAL HISTOBT OF LOWBLt. 1S60 — 1868. 

Anna A. Dowei^-BiTant Moore— Prince Jerome— Nathan Apjilcton- JokmIi 
G. Abbott— John Ne smith— Changes in Population— John P Eobmson— 
Shakespearean Festival— Blisha Huntington- SaJniiel A. Brown— Statue 
of Victory- Third Mechanics' Exhibition— General Sheiidnn- llanufao- 
tqrera' Convention. 

January 4th, 1860, waa b i a N t ual Fast Day, 
Tiy appointment of Presid nt B banan 

On January 10th, the I mb t n M 11 at L wrence fell, 
instantly killing oi fatall j g 1 ty operatives, 

and wounding from fifty t s nty fi th All the 

Lowell surgeons hastened at n t tl a t of the suf- 
fering victims. 

On January 12th, Joseph Butterfield, for nearly fifty years 
a Deputy Sheriff, passed away, in his seventy-sixth year. He 
was born in Tyngsboro', and removed to Lowell about 18SS. 
A man of the highest integrity and of great originality. 
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On March SOtli, Mrs. Rhoda M. WUkina died suddenly by 
poison. Suspicions were at once fastened on Anna A. Dower, 
who had heen her attendant. She was arrested on an indict- 
ment for murder, was defended by Alphcua R. Brown and 
Edwin A. Alger, and after three trials was discharged. 

On. June 19th, Bryant Moore shot his third wife, Eliza- 
beth A. Moore, through the head, at his house, No. 61 East 
Merrimack street. In the following' December, Moore was 
brought to trial at East Cambridge, and was convicted of mur- 
der in the second degree. He was defended hj J. G. Abbott, 
E. B. Caverly, and Charles Cowley who Bubsequentiy obtained 
a pardon for him from Governor Andrew. 

On January 30th, 1861, a branch of the Carpenters' and 
Joiners' Union was established in Lowell. The Machinists and 
Blacksmiths were organized about two years earlier. Branches 
of the Painters', the Moulders', and the Coach Makers' Unions 
have since been formed, but the two former collapsed. These 
societies are all founded on the same basis, pursue the same ob- 
jects, and encounter the same opposition, as the Trades Unions 
of Great Britain. 

On July 14th, 1861, died Kathan Appleton— the last of 
the little band of enterprising men that founded Lowell. 
Though he went to Boston a poor boy, and rose to the highest 
affluence by his enterprize in manufactures and commerce, his 
life was by no means devoted to mere money-making. Elected 
repeatedly to the National and State Legislatures, he won 
eminent distinction as a statesman. His speeches on the Tariff 
were magazines of facts and arguments. He was an active 
member of several learned societies, and wrote with great vigor 
and ability on the Banking System, the Currency, Geology, 
Labor, Financial Panics, Slavery, the Union, Original Sin, the 
Trinity, etc. In a word, he stood among the foremost men of 
his times; and his death created a vacancy in manufacturing 
and commercial circles, which no living man could fili,*- 



oy Google 



200 HISTORY OP LOWELL. 

Only one member of his family ever resided in Lowell — 
Ebenezer Appleton, Treasurer of the corporation which bears 
his family name, who died here in 1834, at the age of forty- 
eight, — leaving a reputation for ability and integrity not infe- 
rior to that of Nathan. 

On September 24th, Prince Jerome Napoleon, with his con- 
sort, the Princess Clotilde, daughter of Victor Emanuel, King 
of Italy, visited Lowell, having, doubtless, been recommended 
to do so by his friend Jlichcl Chevalier More than a quar 
ter of a century had elaf^ed since Ohe\alier 3 visit the New 
England girls on whom he then gaaed so admiringly had 
passed away ; and their plates were now filled by a motky 
crowd of Amerio ms Englii-h bcotch In"! Dutch and French 
Canadians, who were hardly litelj to arousu that csi^uisite 
poetic sentiment which Chevalier felt for thi, fa(,tory girls of 
1834. 

Two days after the Prince s visit another National Fast Day 
was observed, by appointment of President Lincoln. National 
troubles were now thickening. 

In 1861, the Mechanics' Savings Bank was incorporated — 
the last that has been started in Lowell. 

In 18(il, Lowell lost one of her ablest lawyers, and one of 
her most public-spirited citizens, by the removal of Josiah G, 
Abbott to Boston. He was born in Chelmsford, November 1st, 
1815, and graduated at Harvard in 1S32. After teaching for 
some months the Fitchhurg Academy, he began the study of 
law in the office of Nathaniel Wright. In November, 1836, a 
few days after the completion of his twenty-first year, he was 
elected a member of the State Legislature, and in the follow- 
ing January, was admitted to the Bar. He formed a copart- 
nership with Amos Spaulding, and the net earnings of the 
firm during the first year were five thousand dollars. He sat 
in the State Senate in 1843 and 1843, and in the Constitu- 
tional Convention of 18it3. In 1855 he was appointed one Of 
the Justices of the Superior Court for Suffolk County. Three 
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years afterward, he resigned the Bencli, and resumed his place 
in the front rank of the Bar. During the laat fifteen years 
of his practice here, when he was aaaociat«d with Samuel A. 
Brown, he probably tried more civil cases than any other law- 
yer in New England. His criminal practice was also large, 
though less extensive than that of B. F. Butler, who was so 
often his antagonist in the forum. Three sons of Judge Ab- 
bott won honorable distinction during the Rebellion, and two 
of them head the list of the noble aimy of Lowell's patriot- 
martyrs. 

At the State election in 1861, John Nesmith was elected 
Lieutenant Governor by the Kepublicans — an appropriate 
though tardy acknowledgment of many years adherence, and 
of many important services, to the principles on which the 
Republican party came into power. Mr. Nesmith was born 
ia Londonderry, New Hampshire, August 3rd, 1793, and 
removed to Lowell in January, 1832. He has been actively 
and conspicuously identified with the manufacturiog interests 
of Lowell for more than a third of a century, and has contrib- 
uted his full share to the development of the mechanic arts. 
A machine for the manufacture of wire fence, and another for 
the manufacture of shawl-fringe, have attested his inventive 
skin. The project for increasing the power of the Merrimack 
by creating great reservoirs near its sources, was originated 
by him. The utilization of the water-falls betow Lowell, — 
in a word, the city of Lawrence, — was also first projected by 
him. Lawrence, indeed, existed in the brain of Mr. Nesmith 
more than ten years before she existed as a fact. Preparations 
for building mills where Lawreuce now stands, were begun by 
him, in conjunction with Josiah G. Abbott and Daniel Saun- 
ders, as early as 1835, and were only postponed by the financial 
revulsion which then ensued. These preparations were finally 
carried out in a manner highly honorable to the projectors. 
Instead of buying up the lands of the farmers by stealth, (as 
was done at the origin of Lowell,) they frankly explained to 
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the land owners that they designed to build a city, and proposed 
to pay them, for their lands twenty-five per cent, more than 
they were actually worth. In 1863, Mr. Nesmith, resigned 
the Lieutenant- Governorship to accept the office of Collector of 
Internal Eevenue for the Lowell District. In 1866, he pub- 
lished "Thoughts on the Currency, by an old Merchant," a 
pamphlet full of practical suggestions. 

On October 14th, 1862, the steam boiler in the State Alma 
House at Tcwksbury exploded, killing ten and wounding fif- 
teen of the inmates. 

On November 6th, died Ithamar W. Beard, in his forty- 
ninth year. He was a native of Littleton in this county, had 
practiced law in Lowell from 1H42 to 1866, and had been 
Assistant Treasurer at Boston during the Administration of 
Franklin Pierce. In politics, he was always a Democrat 

On April 2nd, 1863. died Stephen Mansur, in his sixty- 
fourth year. He had been identified with Lowell fur more 
than forty years, and had been a prominent trader from I&.IO 
till the time of his death. He had filled various local offites, 
municipal and ecclesiastical, and what is much more, had 
always maintained a high character for honor and integrity. 

On July 19th, died Rev. David 0. Allen, D. D.. at the age 
of sixty-three. From 1827 to 1853, he labored as a mission- 
ary in India. Compelled by failing health to return to the 
United States, he took up his abode in Lowell, and here wrote 
his "India, Ancient and Modern," a work containing more 
information on that country, than any single work yet pub- 
lished. 

In 1863, the Lowell Horse Railroad Company was incorpo- 
rated with $100,000 capital. Their road was opened March 
1st, 1864, Four miles of road have been completed, costing, 
with equipments, ?68,000. 

The year 1863, was marked by an excess of deaths over 
births in Lowell. Dr. Nathan Allen, then City Physician, 
called public attention to the fact that, whereas, prior to 1863, 
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the number of births had esoeeded the number of deaths, in 
1803, there were 695 deaths to 65i bicths — showing a loss of 
forty-one. 

" Of the 654 births, ho eaya, ©7 were of foreign origin, leading only saj 
AmeriRRii; of (be 0B5 deBths 3K wore buried in the Roman Catholic groimdB, 
witli about 40 mora foreigners who were Protestants nnd buried In other 
places, makinB SIS deaths of f.-reign ocIkIo. We then have 8SS deaths to 227 
hiiths— a loss of over IU>, in 18S3, of Ihti strictly American population. In 
ISSiof Ihe757 hirths, 610 wace foreign, and only 2J2 American; if one-half 
the 041 deaths were American, (KO), there la then a loss of M in 1333. The 
liuinlier of deaths In Loweil from 18,1(1 to isas was 5,055, and the nnmber of 
births for Uie same time 0,018. It is found by aclual count that for sereral 
years, on an average, the deaths In Lowell are about equally divided hetween 
the foreign and the American, and the reports show that only one-third of the 
hiithB belong to the latter class. By applying this vale, there Is a loss from 
ISJG to 1832 of 308 persons by excess of deaths over huths among the stricUy 
American portion of onr populaljon. And there m'e good reasons to believe 
that this depopulating process will Increase more rapidly hereafter than It 
has in past years." 

While some have thus obstinately refused to propagate their 
species, others have eshibitod a marvellous fecundity. Thomas 
Ducey has won distinction as the father of thirty-seven child- 
ren, being twelve more than have been born to any other 
Lowell man. Elsewhere such services would be appreciated, 
Ducey would be sent to Congress or the General Court, or made 
Mayor. Here, he is without honor. He has not even been 
made a Justice of the Peace. 

On January 8th, 1864, Dr, John C. Dalton, who had been 
for more than thirty years a practicing physician in Lowell, 
died in Boston in his sixty-ninth year. He was a gentleman 
of high culture and possessed many elegant aci'J^mpliahments." 

On the twenty-third of April, 1864, through the instru- 
mentality of Horatio G. 1'. Corliss, John F. McEvoy, William 
V. Salmon. John A. Goodwin and other admirers of Shakes- 
peare, the ter-centeanial anniversary of the birth of that im- 
mortal bard was celebrated in Lowell with observances that 
were admirably appropriate. Huntington Hall was splendidly 
decorated, and crowded, in the afternoon, to its utmost capa- 
city. An opening address by Dr. Huntington, an oration by 

' (ireen's Memou- of Dallon. ' ~ "~ ' 
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Eev. "William S Bartlott uf Chelsea, choice ri'Silinga from tie 
great master hy Miss Helen Eastman, and singing by the 
pupils in tho public school'', foriaefl the principal features of 
the celebration.3 A Hbakcspeareau dinner was eaten in the 
evening, followed by toasts, sentiments, songs, speeches, etc., 
in great abundance and variety. A Shakespeare Club was 
also furmeJ, with a view to celebrating this anniversary aa 
often as it returns. 

On October 20th, 1864, died John P. Robinson, in his sixty- 
fifth year. He was born at Dover, in New Hampshire, was 
educated at Phillips Academy and Harvard University, studied 
law in the office of Daniel Webster, and commenced practice 
here in 1827. He soon rose to local eminence, and was 
counsel in some of the most important oases ever tried in this 
county. With him was associated Horatio G. F. Corliss, first 
as a student, and afterward as a partner. Eobinson served 
one year in the State Senate, and five in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and was one of the Committee on the Revised Stat- 
utes of 1836. He ran on the Whig ticket for Congress in 
1842, but was defeated. The lovers of "sublime mediocri- 
ties," the blockheads who turned their backs on Caleb Cushing, 
could not be expected to bear true faith to Eobinson ; — they 
could be satisfied with nothing but " Deacon Abbott." Him 
they finally elected, leaving Eobinson to smart under that keen 
sense of wrong which he could not but feel when he contem- 
plated the uneijual distribution of offices and opportunities. 
His opposition to Governor Briggs — one of the last events in 
his political career — suggested Lowell's song with the h!ip])y 
refrain,— 

"John P. 
RobiuaoD, he 
Says he won't vote for GoYemov B." 

Eobinson was an able and accomplished lawyer, an eloquent 
and powerful orator, and a thorough classical scholar. Among 
the happiest days in his life, were those which he spent in 
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visiting Constantinople, Athens, Thebes, the plain of Troy, the 
field of Marathon, the pass of Thermopylae, and other places 
of ancient renown, 

Itohinaon was buried in the Lowell Cemetery. The mellow 
shades of evening were falling softly on an autumnal Sunday, 
when the remains of the scholar, the statesman, the orater, 
were laid away to rest " till the heavens he no more," The 
service was the burial office of the Episcopal Church, begin- 
ning with that lofty and sublime psalm — "the Funeral Hymn 
of the World" — in which the span-long life of man is con- 
trasted so beautifully with the eternity of God. A feeling of 
subdued melancholy pervaded all present, such as that which 
Gray expresses in the immortal elegy which Robinson's friend, 
"Webster, had read to him when dying ; 

"Tho curfew t<i[ls the knell of parting day; 
The lowing herd winds slon-ly o'er tho lea ; 
The ploughman homeward plods his iTBHiy way. 
And leaves Uia world to davknesB anii to me." 

In 1864, tbe First National Bank was incorporated, with 
$230,000 capital. 

On January 7th, 1805, died Isaac 0. Barnes, Pension Agent 
at Boston. He was formerly a practicing lawyer in Lowell, 
and was noted as the most consummate wag that ever appeared 
at the Middlesex Bar. His whole life was a succession of 
jokes, not ending till his hands and feet had become cold with 
the torpor of death. He was sixty-seven years of age. 

On July 25th, 1865, the Lowell Exchange was organized. 
But it proved a failure. 

Two days later, the Erina Temperance Institute was formed, 
and proved a success. No agency has yet been introduceiJ 
here, which has contributed so much to disseminate sound 
views, and to promote correct habits, toaching the use of 
intoxicating beverages, as this Institute. It operates, too, 
where such an agency is most needed — amoi^ the Irish, and 
those of Irish extraction. 
18 
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On December llth, 1865, died Elisha Huntington, who had 
been identified with Lowell for more than forty years. He 
was born in Topsfield, April 9th, 1796, was educated at Dart- 
mouth and at Yale, aud commenced the practice of medicine 
here in 1824. As a medical practitioner, he realized a fair 
share of success ; but he did not confine himself to his profes- 
sion. He was, from the start, an active politician, and repeat- 
edly filled all the little offices of Mayor, Alderman, Common 
Councilman, School Committeeman, etc. He was a candidate 
for both branches of the State Legislature, but was defeated ; 
but in 1853, he was Lieutenant Governor. He was distin- 
guished for kindness of heart, genial manners, fine literary 
tastes, and for natural gifts and mental attainments of a high 
order. He was sometimes thought too lavish in the expendi- 
ture of public funds ; but his lavishness was economy itself, 
compared with the extravagance of some later administrations. 
If he had any fault at all as a public man, it was a want of 
continuity or consistency in his party relations. Thus he was 
run as a candidate, sometimes by the Whigs, sometimes by the 
Democrats, sometimes by the Republicans, sometimes by the 
Citizens ; and he never allowed either personal or party obli- 
gations to stand between him and an of&ce. His political 
latitudinarianism was largely atoned for by his many personal 
excellencies ; but it contributed not a little to debauch poli- 
tics, to lower the standards of public virtue, and to introduce 
that reign of low, vulgar, mean-spirited creatures, under which 
Lowell has suffS'ed for many years. Aside from this greedi- 
ness of office, Dr. Huntington was, in all his public relations, 
a model of a man, broad in his views, liberal in his sentiments, 
and not unfamiliar with the higher politics. 

The revival of the cotton manufacture after the close of 
the War, attracted to Lowell hundreds of French Canadians. 
Though speaking another language, these new-comers soon 
caught the spirit of progress which characterizes other classes. 
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and one of the first fruits of their immigration was a library 
society, called the Asmdation Franco- Canadienne de Lowell. 

About the same time, measures were adopted for importing 
operatives for our factories, from Continental Europe. No 
eonaiderable number, however, haa ever been imported, except 
from Great Britnin, The prospect of having to receive from 
five to ten thousand Dutchmen, some fine morning, was by no 
means a pleasant subject for contemplation. 

On March 22nd, 1866, the Sheridau Circle of the Tenian 
Brotherhood was organized. This society still lives, though 
the Lowell Circle, formed at an earlier day, has collapsed. 

On March 2.3rd, St. Peter's School was established. It is 
under the direction of the Sisters of Charity, and is connected 
with St. Peter's Church. An orphan asylum has since been 
established in connection with this school. 

June 1st was observed as a National Fast-Day, on account 
of the death of President Lincoln. 

On June 8th, a delegation from the Boards of Trade of Chi- 
cago and other western cities visited Lowell. Young as Iiowell 
is, in comparison with some of the cities from which these 
delegates came, she is old, if not effete. 

On August 6th, the Music Hall was opened for theatrical 
performances, and the drama, after an interlude of ten years, 
recovered a permanent habitation in Lowell. 

On October 10th, the Centennial of American Methodism 
was observed by a gathering of all the churches of that per- 
suasion in Lowell at St. Paul's, and a generous contribution 
of funds to various denominational purposes. 

On January 27th, 1867, died Samuel Appleton Brown, one 
of the most successful lawyers, and one of the most original 
characters that ever flourished at the Middlesex Bar. He was 
born at Ipswich, November 4th, 1810, and passed his boyhood 
in the same scenes with Kufus Choate, Judge Lord and N. J. 
Lord. He studied law with Nathan D. Appleton at Alfred, 
Maine, and was admitted to the Bar in 1840. Shortly after- 
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ward, he formed a copartnership with J. G-. Abbott, and shared 
his esteasive and lucratiye practice for fifteen years. 

Mr. Brown's ideal of a lawyer was a lofty one. Of the 
profession of the law, he thought, as did Bolingbroke, that it 
is, " in its nature, the noblest and most beneficial to mankind," 
Ho had none of those mean traits, none of the little arts of 
chicane, which often make the profession, (as the same writer 
declared), "in its abuse and debasement, the most sordid and 
most pernicious." Hia pure and elevated character, his spot- 
less integrity, his scrupulous regard for truth and right, his 
ample learning, his untiring industry, his uniform courtesy 
and kindness, won him the highest honor and respect. He 
was especially beloved by the younger members of the Bar, 
who resorted to him and revered him as an infallible oracle of 
the law. His extreme caution and care touching all interests 
confided to him, combined with other c[ualities to mark him 
as one cast intellectually in an entirely original mould. 

He served two years in the State Senate, where, if he made 
no brilliant record for himself, he made the fortunes of half a 
doaen other Senators who had the taJ3t to utilize for themselves 
the elements of power which they found in him. But he took 
little pleasure in polities, having no affinity with such men as 
he too commonly found in public life. Hia own profession 
was his favorite field, and to it he sacrificed ease, comfort, 
health and even life itself. He ever felt that the duties of 
life arc more than life, and that death is but an event in life, 

" There is no Douth ! wimt seems so is transition ; 
TliiB life of mortal tireatti 
Is bill the suburb of tho life Elyaian, 
Whose porCal we call Death." 

On February 4th, 1867, the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation was organized, taking the place of a society of the 
same name, incorporated twelve years previously, which had 
collapsed. 

On Febniary ith, 1867, was held the first fair for the bene- 
fit of the Old Ladies' Home, which was dedicated July 10th 
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1867. It is under the direction of a Committee representing 
all the Protestant Cliitrehes in Loweli, and is supported by 
charity, and the proceeds of fairs. 

On April 29th, St. John's Hospital was incorporated under 
the auspices of the Sisters of Charity. The Livennore place 
in Belvidere, was purchased by them, and the hospital located 
temporarily in the dwelling-house where once Phillip Gedney, 
and at a later day Judge Livennore, resided. The cost of the 
estate was $12,000. 

On April Ist, 1867, the Emperor, the Empress and the 
Prince Imperial, assisted in "the Coronation of Labor," by 
the formal opening of the Universal Exposition at Paris. On 
the same day, hy a strange contrast, the mule-spinners of 
Lowell, in concert with those of other cities, struck for a 
reduction in their hours of toil. As suffering more than any 
other class of factory operatives by the eleven-hour rule, they 
felt it to be their mission to initiate the ten-hour system. 
Unfortunately, they did not understand the law of strikes, 
under the operation of which no strike can succeed when the 
places of the strikers can be filled with little delay, and with 
no very great detriment to the business of the employers. But 
few will have the hardihood to deny that the demand for the 
ten-hour rule was a just one, — that the factory operatives of 
New England ought not to be confined to daily toil longer than 
those of Old England.^ 

On Fehuary 16th, a branch of the Ancient Order of Hiber- 
nians, a mutual benefit society, was established here. 

On June 20th. 18G7. died Abner W. Buttrick, for more than 
thirty years a prominent trader in Lowell. By his last will 
he bequeathed ten thousand dollars to Harvard University, to 
be used in assisting students for the Christian ministry. 

The Anniversary of American Independence was signalised, 
in 1867, hy the dedication of the Statue of Victory — Dr. Ayer's 
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gift to Lowell. The figure is that of a drapfcd woman, of he- 
roic Mze, with wings, handing forth in her right hand the lan- 
rel wreath of victory, and holding in her left the harvest sheaf 
of peace. It Btands in an appropriate spot, near the Monument 
which commemorates the first martyrs of the Eebellion. 

Appropriate addresses were delivered by Mayor Richardson , 
Collector Russell, General Cogswell. Genera! Underwood, and 
Postmaster Goodwin, and also by Dr. Ayer, who swd : — 

" Wblle msking tbe tour of Europe, I coald not help coutraeling the 
abuudancBof Btatues. colnmns, and other prodnctlons of art, which are there 
diaplaj^d for the public enjoyment, with the paucity of such objects in the 
UnilM States ; and 1 devoted some time to find a flgure in marble or bronze, 
nhlch I could present U> our uity as B uomnieaccmeDt of this kind of oma- 
mentatJon in Lowell. This figure was monMed by Ranch, tlie great Fruseian 
sculptor, forlheKingof Bavaria. The originala, (for there is a p^' of them,) 
in antique bronze, stand in front of tbe Rojal Palace at Mnniuh, — one on 
each side of the v/ay, but I do not think they are either as appropriate or as 
effective as this is bece. The monument in ftont of the Koyal Palaio at Bar- 
llD, erected to commemorate the triumph of (he Prussians over Napoleon, 
wa9 also executed by Bauuh, both in marble and in bronze; and 1» consid- 
ered the greatest work of its Stnd hi the world." 

In 1867, Benjamin V. Butler, John Neemith, and Dewitt C. 
Farrington, their associates and successors, were incorporated as 
the Pentucket Navigation Company, for the purpose of freight- 
ing merchandise on the Merrimaei River between its mouth 
and the line of the State. 

On September 10th, 1867, the Middleses Mechanics' Asso- 
ciation opened their third Exhibition, under the Superint«n* 
dency of Hooam Hosford. The Committtee of Arrangements 
were, Samuel K. Hutchinson, (Chairman,) Silas Tyler, Junior, 
(Secretary,) James B, Francis, T. F. Burgess, T. G. Gerrish, 
F, H. Nourse, N, G. Furnald, George F. Richardson, William 
D. Blanchard, J. G. Peabodj. H. H, Wilder, Abiel Pevey, 
W. F. Salmon, Z. E. Stone, Jeremiah Clark, William Nichols, 
Cyrus H. Latham, 0. E. Gushing, Charles Kimball and Wil- 
liam 0. Fiske. The Exhibition closed October 16th, having 
been yisited by more than one hundred and twenty thousand 
persons. Over fifteen hundred persons, residents of twelve 
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States, contributed to this exhibition, wbich waa one of the 
best ever held in New England.'' 

On October 8th, Major-Geaeral Sheridan visited Lowell, 
and was honored with an enthusiastic reception in Monument 
Square. A battalion of veterans of the army and navy formed 
part of his escort. It consisted of five companies extempor- 
ized for the occasion, and contained many who had served 
under Sheridan in the field. 

On December 18th, 1867, a National Convention of Amer- 
ican Manufacturers assembled at Cleveland, Ohio, and rec- 
ommeDded to Congress the abolition of all taxation on the 
necessary domestic industries of the country, and the imposition 
of taxation on the luxuries of life. These recommendations 
were cordially indorsed by a Convention of the New England 
Manufacturers, in Worcester, January 22nd, 1868. Until 
now, the manufacturers of the country had struggled to im- 
prove their prospects by crowding the lobbies of Congress and 
clamoring for protective tariffs. After fifty years of failure, 
they at last discovered that " that way no glory lies." Forget- 
ting their former narrowness, and rising to higher and broader 
views, they now asked for such legislation only as would benefit 
all classes and not merely themselves. The adoption of these 
enlarged and enlightened views by these great representative 
bodies, marks an important epoch in the history of American 
Manufactures. 

Blore than a third of a century has now elapsed since Chev- 
alier wrote : — 

"Lowell, with Its flteeple-cpownert faetoriee, reeemliles a Spanish town 
nilli its canyeuU ; but with Uiia difference, that in Lowell yon meet no ruga 
nor Madonnas, and that the nuns of Lowell, hietend of worMng sacred 
hearts, apin and weave cottons. Lowell la not amusing, hut it is neat, de- 
eent, peaeeahle, and aage. Will it alwaj^ he so ? Will it l)e so long ? It 
would be rush to atBrai it ; hitherto, the lite of manufacturing operativeE has 
proved llKle liiyorahle to the ptesetvaMoo of eevete morals. So it has been 
in France, as well as in England, Germany and Switzerland." 

■ A full report of it has been published. 
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It is probable tbat mamifaoturtng pursuits are unfavorable 
to the preservation of severe morals ; but, here, the process of 
deterioration has been kept in check, heretofore, by the ever 
changing character of our operatives. Now that our operative 
population has become less migratory, the dark forebodings of 
the amiable Frenchman may be realized. But we trust not. 
In view of the possibility of bo direful a change, we would 
exclaim, in the emphatic words of good old Abraham Cowley : 

"Come Hie eleventh plagne ruthcr than tbie ehoulil be, 
Come rather sink ue in the sea. 
Come pestilence and mow us down, 
Come God'a eword rather flian onr own." 
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It ia astonishing that any civiliaed commonwealth should 
continue, as Massachusetts did, generation after generation, 
with no public registry of deaths that was worthy of the name. 
Prior to 1833, our neorological records were meagre in the 
extreme. Few as were the men who lived and died within 
the present limits of Lowell, previous to that year, we have no 
record of half of them ; and some, perhaps, are forgotten, who 
were more remarkable (as Sir Thomas Brown would say) " than 
any that stand remembered in the known account of time.'' 

Captain Ford, the lumber manufacturer, died in 1822, at 
the age of 82 ; Joel Spaulding. the farmer, in 1823, at 81 ; 
Moses Hale, the pioneer manufacturer, in 1828, at 63 ; Ben- 
jamin Melvin, in 1830, at 77; Eev. Alfred V. Bassett, (some- 
time teacher) in 1831, at 25 ; Simon Parker, in 1832, at 74; 
Joel Lewis, the teacher, in 1834, at 34 ; Pbineas Whiting, in 
1835, at 68 ; and Jacob Hale, in 1836. at 70. In 1836, also 
died Eeubon Hills, teacher, and Eliaha Glidden, lawyer. And 
here we begin our more formal record of the deaths of some 
of those best known among Lowellians — excluding those whose 
deaths have already been mentioned in this history. 









1837— Jan. SO 


Nathaniel D Healey 


21 


Teacher 


April 6 


Artemas Young 


62 


Mwui^cturer 


Aug. 8 


Frances Ames 


7+ 


Widow of Fisher 


Aug. 31 


Benjamin ButterQeld 




Farmer 


1838— March 2 


Jeremiah Mason 


68 


Manufacturer 


Aug. 5 


JoJin Kimball 


40 


Deputy Sheriff 


1S39— April 1 


Benjamin Pierce 


82 


Politician* 


•Governor of 


Sewnampshii-e; fattier of Pr 


eeidei 


I Pierce. 
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lesa— June 7 


Horatio Boy den 


40 Manufacturer 




Sanmel H. Mann 


56 


lawyer 


1840— Sept. 7 


Benjamin Walker 


39 


Butciier 


Sept. 36 


Albert Locke 


83 




Nov. 1 


AlvaL ManSTir 


40 




18*1— AprU 2 


Daniel Pearson 


53 




April 27 


John Adams 


46 


Auctioneer 


1842— May 5 


Jane Atkinson 


81 


Widow of BenJ. 


Sept. 26 


Robert Means 


56 




Dec. 5 


Moses Shattuck 


59 




1S43— May 5 


William Paul 


47 


Designer 


Sept. 17 


Mark T Gilman 


43 


Paymaster 


Deo. 10 


Luther Marshall 


62 




1844— Beb. 16 


Zadock Rogers 


TO 




Oct. 14 


James W Brady 


56 


Dyer 


Nov. 11 


George Pollock 


52 


Book Keeper 


18i5— May 18 


E M Farrar 


37 


Trader 


Oct. 15 


Arza L Witt 


S5 


Physician 


Dec: 12 




57 


Apothecary 


I84S— March 6 


Nathan Wright 


85 


Farmer 


March 18 


Catherine L Patch* 


84 


Widow of William 


Juno 33 


John G Tuttle 


44 


Clergyman 


1847— June 21 


James Dugdalo 


65 




April 13 


Seorge GiUis 


46 




Aug. 28 


Eos well Douglass 


43 




Sept. 2i 


William Cowley 


25 


Manufacturer 


Sept. SO 


Nathaniel Wright 


27 


Lawyer 




Jesse Phelps 


47 


Overseer 


1848— June 22 


Robert McKinley 


44 


Ulock Printer 


Sept, 26 


Peleg Bradley 


66 


Dracut Physician 


Sept. 27 


WilliaMi Kitchen 


GO 


Carpet Weaver 




John 11 Adams 




Lawyer 


Dec. 18 


Jonathan Bowers 


59 


Lumber Trader 


1849— June 7 


Benjamin F Aiken 


4S 


Merchant 


Aug. 9 


Ezra Sheldon 




Contractor 


Sept. 5 


James Russell 


63 


Died of Cholera 


Sept. I 


lohn BiitterQeld 


32 


Prof, of Medicine 


Sept. 10 


Nathaniel Goodwin 


66 


aerk 


Nov. 19 


Edmund L LeBreton 


45 


Agent 


1850— March 1 


David C Scobey 


35 


Teacher 


March 21 


Samuel Parson 


69 


Farmer 


April 4 


James Stott 


55 


Manufecturer 


May 17 


Nathan Durant 


46 


Trader 


June 11 


George A Bntterfleld 


31 


Lawyer 


June 26 


William Johnson 


47 


Cabinet Maker 


1851— March 4 


Samnel Gibby 


69 


Block Cutter 


March 4 


David Robinson 


76 




April 7 


John Baron 


50 


Inn Keeper 


April 21 


Abner H Brown 




Physician 


" Missiouary ; 


iied al Cape Palmae, West Al 


"WT 
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DescripUon 


IWjl— April 36 


William Wade 


eg 


Wood Measurer 


June 12 


Jacob Carlton 


51 


Machinist 


Aug. 4 


John T Dodge 


26 


Clerk 


Aug. 20 


James Fisher 


70 


Yeoman 


Sept. 3 


Charles H Barber 


56 




Sept. 33 


liliristopher Baron 


63 




Nov. 12 


Edmund Hanscom 


39 


Trader 


lS.-i2— April 2 


Thomas S Hutchinson 


35 


Printer 


Janes 


Alexander Wright 


52 


Agent 


Jaoed 


Otis H Morrill 


36 


Teacher 


Julys 


Robert Hope 


47 


Dyer 


Aug. 2 


Sraerson Melvln 


67 


Beer Maker 


Aug. 7 


Isaac Scripture 


51 


Baker 


Sept. 3 


Owen M Donahoe 


43 


Inn Keeper 


Oct. 28 


James Sharpies 


74 


Manufacturer 


Oct. 30 


David Trull 


80 


Stone Layer 


Nov, 4 


Philip T White 


44 


Tailor 


Decs 


Charles Bent 


63 


Hatter 




William H Sweetser 


41 




1853— April 7 


Jonas W Packard 


40 


Manufacturer 


April 28 


Robert Gardner 


67 


Trader 


Mayl 


Henry J Baxter 


60 


Tailor 


May 16 




61 


Janier 


May 21 


Moses Che ever 


86 


Farmer 


M,iy30 


Josepli Hutchins 


36 


Inn Keeper 


May 30 


Lawrence Hill 


60 


Blacksmith 


July 9 


J Davidson Tatom 


52 


Machinist 


Sept. 23 


Allen Haggett 


45 


Ticket Master 


Oct. e 


Thomas P Goodhue 


50 


Post Master 


Oct. 16 


William Panl 


63 


Operative 


Oct. 21 


Prentice Gushing 


66 


Machinist 


Oct. 24 


Edward Everett 


S3 


Designer 


Nov. 6 


Augustus M Wjman 


42 




Nov, 20 


Jonas Reed 






Nov. 22 


Far well Pulftr 


47 


Card Manufacturer 


Nov. 24 


Nathan C Crafts 


57 


Operative 


1854— Jau. 25 


Daniel BUllngs 


74 


Carpenter 


Jan. 27 


WiUiam GUmoro 


34 




Jan. 31 


Alfred Whittle 


44 


Reed Maker 


Feb. 7 


Elisha Stratton 


56 


Shop Keeper 


Feb. 21 


Thomas D Smith 


47 


Engraver 


March 11 


Horatio H Hudson 


37 


Engineer 


March 15 


David W Grimes 




Mechanic 


March 20 


Cummings Barr 


59 


Stone I^yer 


April 23 


Dayton R Ball 


29 


Trader 


May 9 


Leonard H Cobum 


26 


Trader 


June 3 


Asa Farr 


71 


Trader 




Samuel Garland 


62 


Woodturner 


June 8 


George U Stone 


59 


Physician 
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Dste 


Name 


Age 


De^ription 


185i— June 22 


Rodolphus W Sisson 


45 


ipothicary 


June 2li 


James C Cromble 


40 


Operatli e 


Julyl 


Timothy Weeta 


63 




Julys 


John Varley 


70 


Mechanic 


July 30 


Aaron H Sherman 


55 


Mechanic 


Aug. 1 


Jeremiah Taylor 


55 


Shop Keeper 


Aug. 9 


Isaac Guild 


bO 




Aug. 13 


Uzziah C Burnap 


f.0 


Ckrgiman 


Au|. 14 


Addison Brastow 


(0 


W^tchmiker 


ATig. 31 


Edward Roper 




Uauufactuier 


Sept. i 


Nathan Enss 


(6 




Sept. 7 


ZaccheuB Shed 


eo 


Constable 


Sept. 23 


Perez Richmond 


(i9 


Manufacturer 


Oct. 12 


Francis Hudson 


84 




Oct. 14 


Charles McDermott 


70 


Agent 


Oct. 20 


John McDonald 


6j 


Manufacturer 


Nov. 15 


Ellsha Adams 


36 


Butcher 


Hoy. 24 


William Bell 


54 


Trader 


Hoy. 27 


John Bcnthal 




Trader 


Dec. 16 


Windsor Howe 


(>9 


Manufacturer 


1865— Jan. 3 


Elmira W Bradley 


25 


Teacher 


Feb. IT 


John Mason 


84 


1 eonian 


Feb. 28 


ieuben Gale 




leomon 


March 2 


Jacob Jeoness 


49 


Trader 


April 18 


Francis Rogers 




Lost in the Albany 


Mays 


Moses Kidder 


66 


Ph(sician 


May 23 


Elisha Ford 


77 


Surveyor of Land 


May 30 


Thomas Bixby 


80 


Tanner 


Junes 


Jacob Matthews 


75 


Clergyman 


June 31 


Bttsey Cox 








Nancy H Green 




Teacher 


Julys 


Daniel S Llttlehale 


31 


Engineer 


JnlyS 


Benjamin F Holden 


38 


As seizor 


July 25 


William L Day 


52 


Vt heelwnght 


Aug. 18 


Simeon Spaulding 


79 


Faimer 


Aug. 29 


John G Pillsbury 


37 Printer 


Sept. 23 


Jonathan Allen 


40 Bookbinder 


Oct. 8 


Oliver G Whipple* 




Oct. 13 


rimothy O'Brien 


63 Clergyman 


Oct. 24 


Thomas Crossley 


74 iTmder 


Not. 1 


Asahel Gilbert Jr 


Se [Trader 


Dec. 31 


John D Pillsbury 


Physieian 


1856— Jan. 12 


Thomas Scotchbum 


67 Hope Maker 


Jan. 36 


loiin Bates 


54 Calico Printer 


Jan. 29 


Tohn Little 


67 iManuftcturer 


Feb. 13 


Simeon Moors 


63 iFarmer 


Feb. 24 


Benjamin Parker 


53 IFarmer 


Feb. 29 


Thomas Boynton 


81 IFarmer 


March 2 


Temperance Thomas 


104 Iwidow 
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1S5H— March 7 


John Trull 


66 


Stone Worker 


AprUa 


William Cotter 


38 


Cierli 


April 11 


:ra Spalding 


52 


Honsewrlght 


M«yll 


Joseph Bradshaw 




Straw Worker 


May 80 


Thomas Dodge 


67 


Machinist 


July 26 


[)avid Dana 


59 


Plumber 


Aag. 6 


'izra, Adams 


84 


Farmer 


Sept. 3 


Benjamin H Shepard 


35 


Trader 


Supt. 1 


John Brieriy 


81 


Laborer 


Sept. 3 


Catherine Mungan 


108 


Widow 


Sept. 22 


William H Gage 


37 


Shop Keeper 


Oct. SB 


Wallter Lewis 


58 


Barber 


Nov. 3 


Joseph B Gage 


30 




Nov. 9 


Kobert, T TremleU 


82 


Accountant 


Nov. 21 


rheodoi-e Butte rleld 


62 


Farmer 


Nov. 21 


Joseph MerrUl 


68 


Clergyman 


Nov. 26 


Lewis Packai-d 


67 


Manufacturer 


i^s;— Jan. a9 


Frederick Parker 


43 


Lawyer 


Jan. 26 


Boheri; Anderson 


50 


Carpenter 


Jan. 24 


Lewis W Lawrence 


40 


Machinist 


Mai'ch 1 


Nathaniel Critchett 


4S 


Slioedealer 


March 3 


George H Carieton 


52 


Apothecary 


March 17 


Jonathan M Marston 


50 


Itestorateur 


May 18 


Landon Adams 


6« 


Manufacturer 


June 19 


[ra Frye 


6« 


Clerk 


June 22 


Henry Whiting 


35 


Physician 


July 6 


Uichael Roach 


65 


Undertaker 


Sept. 6 


Oliver March 




HookseUer 


Sept. 19 


William L Ayling 


41 




Oct. r 


Benjamin S Foster 


45 


Farmer 


Nov. S2 


John Allen 


65 


Physician 


Nov. 3S 


Benjamin F Nealley 


41 


Grocer 


1S58— Jiiu. 23 


Henry A Pierce 




Journalist 


Jan. 24 


Enniee Green 


86 


Mother of Dr. J ©■ 


March 2 


Larhin Moors 


86 


Cordwttiner 


April fi 


Israel Hlldreth 


68 


Dracut Physician 


April 14 


I'isdale Lincoln 


71 


Trader 


April 2e 


Joseph B Giles 


62 


Writing Master 


May 7 


Mary Burnet 


98 


Spinster 


jHly 2G 


Stephen Weymouth 


53 


Watchman 


Aug. 22 


Ira B Pearsons 


41 


Lawyer 


Sept. 20 


Eldad Fox 


49 


Carpet Weaver 


Bept. 23 


Edward WInslow 


62 




Oct. 5 


Sarah C Livermore 


81 


Widow of Judge E 


Nov. E 


Nathaniel Wrijrht* 


76 


Lawyer 


Dec. 8 


iWoses M Tuxbury 


66 


Farmer 



cith«i branch of IhB- 



ding of Lowell. 
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Date 


Name 


Age 


Description 


1858— Dee. a4 


[saiah W Pelsue 


5S 


Watcliniau 


1R59— Jan. 29 


rimothy Frye 


63 


Clerk 


March 10 
March 17 


Hazen Elliott 
John Adams 


62 
73 


Assessor 


April 6 


DMiiel Vuriiura 


69 


Farmer 


April 13 


Alanson J Richmond 




Manufiictnrer 


May IT 


George Teel 


73 


City Crier 


Jnne 20 


Patrick Manice 


56 


FLshennan 


June 22 


Varnum Batcom 


66 


Carpenter 


June 23 


Josepli M Dodge 


67 


Carpenter 


June 24 


Aaron Mansur 


83 




July 18 


William F Jobnaon 




Comedian 


July 22 


William n Hobson 


25 


Engraver 


Aug. IS 


Amos Woodbury 


59 


Carpenter 


Aug. 24 


William R Barker 


46 


Shop Keeper 


Aug. 80 


William Atherton 




Mechanic 


Oct. 21 


Daniel R Kimball 


58 


Stable-keeper 


Oct. 22 


EbenezerOFifleid 


78 


Farmer 


Oct. 81 


Samuel W Brown 


65 




Nov. 7 


Oliver C Prescott 


32 


Mason 


Nov. U 


Samuel J Varney 


46 


Journalist 


Nov. 14 


rhoraBH Ordway 


72 


City Clerk 


Dec. 19 


Charles Maynard 


49 


Shop Keeper 


186(^— Jan. 31 


Thomas Yeoman 


82 


Manufacturer 


Feb. 19 


Joseph Sweetser 


73 


Baker 


Feb. 19 


liichard Demiis 


57 


Machinist 


April 10 


Tristam Barnard 


94 


Farmer 


M!iy29 


Asa G Looiuis 


50 


Collector 


Jnne 19 


Joshua L Conant 


69 




Jaly B 


Joshna Roberts 


70 


K. R, Agent 


July 14 


Nicholas G NoTcross 


54 


Lumber Trader 


Aug. 21 


Joseph Hovey 


76 


Farmer 


Aug. 26 


rtmothy McLaughlin 


42 


Trader 


Oct, 17 


Andrew Barr 


61 


Tailor 


Oct. 23 


Israel Cheney 


72 


Musician 


Dec. 17 


Sextus Sawtell 
Michael O'Brien 


34 
96 


Musician 


1861-Jan. 5 


Susan Webster 


89 


Widow 


JBU. 10 


Jemima Rogers 




Widow of Zadoc 


Jan. 10 


Janet Wright 


84 


Mother of Alei'r 


Feb, 38 


Abraham Howe- 


72 


Carpenter 


Feb. 10 


Leonard W Jaqulth 


45 


Agffnt 


Marcb ir 


Daniel West 


54 


Trader 


March !& 


Stephen C Moar 


80 


Farmer 


March 23 


Martha M Cox 




Teacher 


March 2T 


Koyal Call 


61 


rhvslcian 


March 28 


Susan Moody 


80 


Widow of Paul 


March 30 


Reuben Uutterfleld 


78 


Farmer 


May lU 


Otis Cutler 


59 


Cordwalncr 


MaylG 


Hiram Heraey 


66 


Victualtr 
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l.'^r.I— May 2i 


Moses Clieever 


"68 


Teamster 


May 80 


Wllilaiu Goding 




Manufacturer 


M;ly 31 


Toseph Grav 






June 21 


Charles N Dolloff 




Lost in the Levant 


Aug. 1 


Myron Allen 


30 


Physician 


Aug. 5 


Thomas Hopkins 


86 


Clergyman 


Aug. 'n 


Joseph Jenkiusou 




Barber 


Sept. 27 


Elhanan W Scott 


36 


Machinist 


Oct. 10 


Amos Merriam 


68 


Assessor 


Oct. 17 


Edward A Stanlels 


40 


Apothecary 


Nov. 12 


Levi E Lincoln 


46 


Apothecary 


Dec. 17 


Thomas Brophy 


65 


Hatter 


1SG2— Jan. 12 


David ThiBsell 


60 




Jan. 16 


Harrison G Blaisaell 


40 


Lawyer 


Feb. 2 


James T McDerraott 


55 


Clergyman 


Feb. 9 


John Bowers 




Farmer 


Fob. IT 


Luther 8 Cheney 


39 


Victualer 


Feb. 19 


Qeorge W Bean 


57 




Feb. 22 


James Patterson 


67 


Wool Bnyer 


Marcli 9 


John D Prince 


48 


Ufannfaclurer 


April 12 


Benjamin IJvlngston 


73 




AprU20 


William Bradley 


69 


Dyer 


April 30 


Patrick Lannan 


85 


Trader 


Mayl 


Abram T Holbrook 


57 


Conductor 


May 2 


James P Appleton 


61 


Sign Painter 


May 18 


:)avid Rogers 


54 


Stabler 


May 34 


Zachariah B Caverly 


40 


Minister to Lima 


May 25 


Horatio Bradley 


67 


Ticket Agent 


May 25 


Charles Smith 


58 


Overseer 


June 11 


Jesse StUes 


60 


Overseer 


Aug. 29 


Otis L Allen 


.^2 


Trader 


Aug. 4 




80 




Sept. 2 


Matthew F Worthen 


57 


Machinist 


Sept. 14 


Calvin Woodward 


54 


Trader 


Sept. 20 


narwin Mott 


39 


Clergyman 


Sept. 37 


William Spencer 


59 


Agent 


Sept. 80 


John 8 Wyman 


52 


Mechanic 


Oct. 28 


WilliamGreenlialgh 


53 


Sngraver 


Nov. 3 


I'homas Lovett 


82 


Carpenter 


Nov. 19 


Mertoun C Bryant 


39 


Agent 


Nov. 24 


Charles L a'ilden 


55 


Agent 


ISrtS— Jan. 10 


)avfd Grover 


49 


Operative 


Jan. JO 


Andrew Oates 




British Soldier* 


Jau. 2fi 


Timothy G Tweed 


64 


Butcher 


Feb. 16 


Charles M Short 


63 


Grocer 



•ITought Bt Cormins iinilcr Mfwre, and nt Waterlcra under Wellington, 
1 wa3 one of (tie tmeK-o greuadieii who Iwre the remnina of Napoleon to 
giave at St, Helcaa. Several othoi- Watei'loo veteruis closed their rai- 
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Date 


Kame 


\ 


Di iiipti>i 


1863— April 9 


Charles A Davis 




Phi slum 


May 9 


Amos Hyde 


59 


Machinist 


Jnne 19 


Benjamin Mather 


tr 


Survejor 


June 21 


Leonard Woods 


63 


Miehinist 


July 7 


Darwin D Baxter 


63 


Tiader 


July 20 


William H Coding 


40 


Uanufiictnrei ♦ 


July 20 


Ira Bisbee 


41 


Machinist • 


July 2* 


Hiram A Alger 


37 


Dawyei 


Aug. 8 


Catherine Wlttie 


101 




Aug. 8 


Artemas Holden 


87 


CoopLr 


Aug. 25 


Lizzie Emmons 




\i tress 


Sept. 30 


David R Kirby 


ll 


Brakem in 


Nov. 1 


Frank C Huntington 


33 


N 1 Merchant 


Nov. 22 


Otis Perham 


51 


Ph-(slcian 


Nov. 37 


David Tapley 


65 


Trider 


Dec. 30 


Amos R Boynton 


49 


Pin sician 


1864— Jau. 7 


George Bingham 


a 


Trader 


Jan. 8 


Daniel Cass 


76 


Dentist 


Jan. 14 


Andrew J Bntler 


48 


Trader 


Jan. 18 


Charles E Brazcr 


3G 


(lerk 


Jan. 19 


George Miller 




Liigiaier 


Jan. 23 


Samue! Stone 


72 


n ider 


Feb. 23 


Abel Patten 


j') 


Clergyman 


Feb. 24 


James S Olcott 


<,i 


Ph-vslcl^n 


March 15 


James Duxburj' 


72 


Engiaier 


April* 


ElUah L Cole 


48 


Plijsiciin 


April 17 


Jonathan Spalding 


81 


I'amier 


April 17 


Adin Hotbrook 


84 


Manufactme. 


April 17 


Josinh F Bvaus 


45 


riitor 


April 21 


Panl Hills 


7fi 


Farmer 


May 6 


IJryan Morse 


81 


Ckrgyman 


May 9 


Royal T Hazeltiuc 




Carpenter 


May 10 


Zadoc Wiikiiis 


82 


Capt in 18J2 W 


Majll 


Dean Poimimau 


t.3 


I rader 


May IE 


Cyril French 


74 


Trader 


May 17 


Samuel Abbott 


52 


Dentist 


May 28 


Daniel S Wait 


49 


Carpenter 


May 29 


J Wallace Thomas 


29 


Comedian 


Junes 


George Briggs 


57 


Mechanic 


June 7 


James H B Ayer 




Clerk 


June 2S 


A Waldo Fisher 


70 


Machinist 


Julys 


John Avery 


64 




July 8 


Isaac Anthony 


77 


Machinist 


July 9 


Franklin Webster 


49 


Farmer 


July 19 


David M G Cutler 


65 


Mechanic 


July 22 


Nathan Hanson 


86 


Mechanic 


Aug. 7 




82 


Farmer 


Aug. 14 


John Buttrlck 


69 


Carpenter 



•Killea with three olhers by the explosion of a 
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1M64— Aug. 15 


William Wjmaji 


82 


re Oman 


Anjr. 20 


George Pleree 
Tosephine S Pearsou 




'hysician 


Aug. 24 


20 


Teacher 


Sept. 4 


*erley Parker 




reoman 


Sept. 34 


Zadoc Rogers 


59 


Fanner 


Oct. 12 


William A Lamb 


34 


Clerk 


Oct. 15 


Isaac W Scribner 


57 


Physician 


Oct. 18 


Rufus Wllklns 


57 


Butcher 


Oct. 18 


Henry D C Griswold 


46 


Watchmaker 


Oct. 30 


Joshna Thisaell 


73 


Farmer 


Oct. 




4B 


Trader 


Oct. 


jeniuel Porter 




Clergyman 


Nov. 19 


Aaron Cowley 


65 


Mannfacturer 


Nov. 21 


Deliverance Woodwara 


79 


Maimer 


Nov. 6 


Lizzie A Pindcr 


3+ 


Teacher 


Dec. 26 


Dennis Crowley ♦ 


67 


Mechanic 


IHiio— Jan. 4 


James W Boynton 


39 


Coal Dealer 


Jan. 25 


Joshua Melviu 


72 


Physician 


Feb. 10 


Jonathan ^(Veeks 


(11 


Clerk 


March 12 


James W Kershaw 




Trader 


March 12 


Peter Powers 


59 


Mason 


March 21 


Tames Leavltt 


60 




AprtlS 


James Dennis 


57 


Machinist 


April 10 


Charles Walker 




Physician 


April 14 


Alansoii Crane 


55 


Manumcturer 


April 19 


WUIiam D Vlnal 


55 


I>entist 


April 38 


Francis B Hicks 


88 


Clergyman 


May 10 


John Barle 




yeoman 


May 32 


William A Swan 


63 


Mason 


June 30 


Noah F Gates 


48 






Joshua Malilier 


60 




Julys 


Caleb Livingston 


GO 


Trader 


July 9 


Joseph Mauahan 


67 


Trader 


Aug. 6 


JoHhua Bennett 


72 


Btllerica Capitalist 


Aug. 9 


Charles Sherwiu 


61 


Manufacturer 


Ang. 13 


William Wagner 


93 


Weaver 


Aug. 3S 


Samuel P Buttrick 


52 


Carpenter 


Sept. 2 


Harvey Snow 




Mechanic 


Sept. e 


John Bennett 


76 


Surveyor 


Ojt. 9 


Nathan Buttrick 


56 


Carpenter 


Oct. 14 


Tames K Dewhurst 


69 


Block Cutter 


Oct. 30 


Edwin L Shed 


42 


Deputy Sheriff 


Nov. 1 


J Whcelock Patcii 


37 


Trader 


Nov. 18 


Patrick P Campbell 


G2 


Physician 


Dec. 23 


Elraira B Stanton 


28 


Teacher 


I sue— Jan. 37 


John Whitney 




Manulhctnrer 


Jan. 29 


Daniel P Bradley 


70 


Farmer 


Feb. 3 


Benjamin Paige 


56 IManufacturer 
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1866— Fub. 3 


Henry C Gray 


30 


Expressman • 


Feb. 5 


John MoAlvin 


G6 


Farmer 


Feb. 5 


Henry L C Newtoti 


i& 


Printer 


Feb. 7 


Mall Ion Snow 


67 


Fanuer 


Feb. 13 


James Thompson 


65 


Physician 


Feb. 34 


Thomas Charuley 


84 




Marcli20 


Jonathan Knowles 




Operative 


Mayo 


Daniel H Dean 


61 


Trader 


May 21 


Benjamin P Eogers 


63 


Farmer 


May 23 


Lydla Wood 


68 


Shop Keeper 


May 24 


John Green 


68 


Gardener 


June 23 


Amoa Hull 


68 


Undertaker 


July 2 


Borate Howard 


fi* 


Coal Dealer 


July 17 


Mehita!)le O Allen 


93 


Mother,Dr.NAllr 


July 18 


Richard P Mercer 


66 


Overseer 


Aug. 6 


Alonzo T Davis 


56 


Cap Maker 


Sept. 8 


Perez Fuller 


69 


Tailor 


Ott. 12 


George Smith 


69 


Bolt Maker 


Not. 2 


Charles Churchill 




Trader 


Not. 7 


Henry Smith 


69 


Trader 


Hot. 11 


David M Brsfeine 


69 


Trader 


Nov. 18 


Benjamin Dean 


73 


Engraver 


Dec. 7 


Asa Wetherbee 


81 


Carpenter 


Dec. 18 


James Winterbottom 


80 


Carpet Maker 


Dec. 22 ■ 


Zenaa Crowell 


62 


Overseer 


1867— Feb. 10 


John Aiken 


70 


Agent 


Feb. 38 


John A Rogers 


59 


Maniifactnrer 


March 3 


William D Mason 


7+ 


Meclianic 


March 2 


Hauaniah WliUney 


75 


Trader 


March 33 


Benjamin Skeltou 


84 


Physician 


Murch 27 


Ransom Reed 


64 


Trader 


April 1 


I Tory Edwarcls 


60 


Mechanic 


April 6 




63 


Prof, of Anatom* 


April 10 


Alfred E Nlchola 


37 


Mechanic 


April 21 


Joahua Swan 


79 


Contractor 


April 33 


David Hyde 


50 


Broker 


May 19 


James PaLtereou 


63 


Manuf!icl.nrer 


May 26 


Charles W Dodge 


41 


Trader 


June 15 




83 


Widow of John 


June 21 


Joel Stone 


68 


Trader 


Sept. 1 


Jeremiah Garland 




Trader 


Sept. 5 


Caleb Crosby 


61 


Mason 


Aug. 14 


Jonas Balcom 


84 


Carpenter 


Au?. 18 


Thomas Midgley 


50 


Overseer 


Oct. G 


Stephen S Seavy 


63 


Trader 


Oct. 14 


Henry B Stanton Jr 


33 


Post Office Clerk 


Oct. 15 


Charies A Bahcocfc 


52 


Agent 


Oct. 19 


William Smith 


77 


Lawyer 


Oct. 19 'Thomas Slater 


69 'Chaplain at Jfill 


•Killcaiiyale 


mboat explOBion near Vioksb 


urg. 
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HISTORY or LOWE 


L. 


223 


Date 


Name 


Age Dcs«rLption 


1867— Nov. 6 


Edward BRiwlln^s 


63 


C irpeiiter 


Nov. 7 


Josiah P Viikery 


44 


Painter 


Nov. 37 


Josepli Derbjiltire 


46 


Farmer 


Dec. 17 


Elias P Marsh 


58 


Manufaeturer 


Dec. 16 


Matthew F Worthpn 


21 


iccidentally Shot 


1868— Jan. 6 


John Wansh 


44 


Trader 


Jan. 19 


BeUinel T Thompsun, 


'iO 


Tiader 


Jan. 25 


Geoi^e Crosby 


55 


Trader 


Jan. 27 


James Adams 




Overseer 


Jan. 80 


May nam Bragg 


71 


Mechanic 


Feb. 8 


James Neil 


lOJ 




Feb. 18 


Henry feniith 


47 


Machinist • 


eeb. 19 


Tlioinas >\ right 


45 


Lawyer 



LOWELL LEGISLATORS. 



The State Senators from Lowell have been given on page 
159. Our Representatives, too nnmerous to be named in the 
test, have been as follows ; — 

ISSfi ana 1827— Nathaniel Wright. 
1828— Nathaniel Wright and Blisha Ford. 
1829— J. P. Itobiusoa and J. S. C. Knowlton. 
1830- Kirk Boott, Joshna Swan, and J. P. Robinson. 
1831 — Ktrk Boott, Joshua Swan, J. P. Robinson, J. S. C. Knowl- 
ton and Bliphalet Case.f 
1833— Ebenoacr .'Ippleton, Artemas Holden, O. M. Whipple, Seth 

Ames, Mayuard Bragg, William Davidson ajid Willard 

Guild. 
1833—8. A. Oohnrn, J. P. Kobinson, Cyrti French, Simon Adams, 

Jacob Robblns, J. L. Shoafc, Jesse Fox, Royal Southwick, 

Joseph Tyler and Jonathan Spalding. 
1834 — Samuel Howard, Kirk Boott, James Cliandler, Osgood 

Dane, Jesse Phelps and 0. M, Whipple. (Eioven vacan- 

eiea, no others reoelvinji; a mojority vote.) 



•Killed ffi 



comotEve 



a mcmbore being cleded io the preceding Noremlier. 
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^M HISTOSY OF LOWELL. 

1835— Kirk Boott, A. W. Buttrick, James Chandler. William Da- 
vidson, Artemas Holden, JoJiu Miser, Matthias Parkliiirst, 
Alpiieus Smim, Josepli Tyler, 0. M. Whipple, Benjamin 
Walker, William Wymau and J. A. Knowles. 

1886— Wllliain Austin, A. W. Fisher, H. W. Hastings, Eoyal 
Souttwick, Aaron Mansur, Sidney Spalding, W. W. Wy- 
man, J. M. Marston, Stephen Mansur, Jonathan Tyler, J, 
L. Sheafe, Alexander Wright, Jesse Fox, J. B. Freucb, S. 
H. Marvin, B. D. Leavltt and James Chandler. 

1837— J. W. Mansur, Stephen Goodhue, James Wilson, J. K, 
Fellows, W. S Merrill, J. G. Peahody, Jesse Clement, J. 
G. Abbott, J. M. Doe, W. N. Owen, Charles Hastings, G. 
K. Eastman, Samuel Clark, Samuel Willard, John Mead, 
iMeing Pickering, Richard Fowler. 

1888 — Jesse Fox, William North, Thomas Hopkinson, Jonathan 
Bowers, W. W. Wyman, J. M. Dodge, Perez Fuller, David 
Nourse, J. M. Marston. 

1839—0. M. Whipple, Joshua Swan, Edward Winalow, Boynl 
Southwlek, William Davis, Hazen Elliott, David Nourse, 
H. J. Baxter, Jesse Phelps. 

1840^tsaac Scripture, Jefferson Bancroft, Royal SonthwicS, 
Jesse Phelps, Nathaniel Wright, Alvah Mansur. 

1841 — Ellsha Bartlett, Jefferson Bancroft, Samuel Burbank, 
William Colton, Franklin Farrar, R. G." Colby, Pearson 
TIteomb, G. W. Wendell, Benjamin Wilde, 

1812 — Jonathan Adams, Jonathan Tyler, E. F. Watson, Amos 
Hyde, Otis Allen, D, 8. Richardson, J. L. Fltts, J. P. Rob- 
inson, Asa Hall. 

1843 — J, T, Hardy, Henry Smith, Samuel Lawrence, Jonathan 
Tyler, James Tower, Abram Howe, Boswell Douglass, D, 
S. Richardson, (one vacancy.), 

1844— Joshua Swan, William Schouler, James Fenno, J. W. Hol- 
land, Daniel Balcli, J. M. Dodge, J. A. Knowles, Franklin 
Furrar, J. L. Fltts. 

1846 — S. P. Adams, Geoi^ Bragdon, Isaac Cooper, Joseph 
GrlSln, Thomas Hopkinson, J, A. Knowles, John Mixer, 
Jesse Phelps, William Schouler. 

1846— C. W. Blanchard, Leonard Huntress, G. N. Nichols, Sidney 
Spalding, Benjamin Wilde, G. A. Butterfleld, (three vacan- 

18*7 — D. S. Richardson, L. R. Wlnslow, Joshua Converse, Wm. 

Schouler, G. A. Bntlerlleld, Ziba Abbott. Arnold Welch, 

J. L. Tripp. 
1848 — Ransom Reed, H. G. F. Corliss, James Fenno, Stephen 

Moar, S. W. Brown, Joel Powers, Sidney Spalding, Ben- 
jamin Green, Oilman Gale. 
1840— Homer Bartlett, Joseph Locke, H. G. F. Corliss, Stephen 

Moar, Samuel Burbank, Ransom Eeed, George ISrownell, 

James Adams, Horace Parmenter. 
1850— George Brownell, Francis Bush. Stephen Mansur, D. P. 

Brigham, Samuel Burbank, James Dlnsmoor, J. M. Bul- 

lens, Jefferson Bancroft, William Ripley. 



oy Google 



HISTORY OP r.OWELL. 2^0 

1851— Tappan WentwortJi, Joseph Bedlow, James Dinsmoor, 
Geovge Gardner, Jotin Mayuarci, Haiiuibal Powers, Silas 
Tyler, Ji^ancls Bush, Jefferson Bancroft, William Kipley. 

1853— W. S. Robinson, Erastas Douglass, J. E. Farnsworth, 
Luther Eames, Luther B. Morse, Otis H. Morrill, J. K. 
Fellows, A. R. Brown, Sidney Spalding, (one vacancy.) 

1853- L. B. Morse, W, 8. Robinson, John S. Fletcher, Jooattiaii 
Page, Caleb Crosby, J. M. Hadlej, B. P. Butier, Luther 
Eames, William Roby, (one vacancy.) 

1854 — Ira Spalding, Daniel Ayer, Benjamin Poole, Solon Stevens, 
James Townsend, Daniel Holt, S. J. Tuttle, A. B. Wright, 
John Smith, William Brown. 

1355- J. G. Peabody, J. P. Jewett, Henry Phelps, Jr., Horace 
Howard, 8. A. Waters, S. W. Hanks, D. C. Eddy, Walter 
Bnrnham, Ransom Clifford, Weare Clifford. 

1856— Weare Clittbrd,- C. F. Hard, Jonathan Johnson, 

Plotcher, A. B. Roby, Asa Hildreth, Jonathan Weeks, 
Caleb Crosby, Henry Phelps, Jr., J. M. Burtt. 

1857- S. P. Adorns, Alfted Gilman, Joshua Morrill, J. A. Good- 
win, I. L. Moore, Seth Pooler, J. S. Pollard, C. F. Hard, 
Ignatius Tyler, Noah Oonant. 

1858— William G. Wise, Snllivan Tay, H. G, F. Corliss, 
Fielding-, John C. Jepson, George Stevens. 

1859- M. A. Thomas, Snlllvan Tay, John C. Woodward, T. Went- 
worth, W^ter Barnham, John A. Goodwin. 

1860— Stephen P. Sargent, David Nichols, Jeremiah Clark, Tap- 
pan Wcntworth, Noah P. Gates, John A. Goodvrin. 

1861— Stephen P. Sargent, David Nichols, Jeremiah Clark, Hap- 
ffood Wright, Nathaniel B. Favor, John A. Goodwin. 

1862— Paul Hill, Samnel W, Sttckney, Sewall G. Mack, Hapgood 
Wright, josiah B. French, Edward P. Sherman. 

1863— Paul Hill, Lorenzo G, Howe, Frederic Holton, Tappan 
Wentworth, John A. Bnttrlck, Joshua N. Marsliall. 

186-1— Jacob Rogers, Loi-enzo G. Howe, Frederic Holton, Tappan 
Wentworth, George W. Partridge, Joshua N. Marshall. 

1865— Jacob Rogers, William T. McNeill, Sullivan L. Ward, Hor- 
ace J. Adams, John F. Manahon, Zina E. Stone. 

laes— Foster Wilson, Lorenzo D. Cogswell,* Sullivan L. Ward, 
Hocum Hoslbrd, John F. Manahan, Zina E. Stone. 

18G7— Andrew P. Jewett, Charles A. Stott, Oliver W. Sniitii, 
John F. Maufthan, Edward F. Sherman. 

1868— James B. Francis, Benjamin J. Williams, Oliver W. Smith, 
Josiah Gates, William McParlln. 



McKelll received tlie oci^al certillciite of elootian, but Mr. 
iftilly coHtflsted tlio scat. 
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LOWELL NAVAL OFFICERS IX SERVICE DURING 
THE EEBELLION. 



Ames, Pelham W., Paymaster of the Connecticut. 

Bancroft, Kfrk Henry, Surgeon of the Iosco ; bombardments of 
Fort Bisher. 

BIrtwhistle, James, Master of the Madawaska, 

Boynton, Jamea A., Engineer of the Comubia. 

Brown, William 8., Engineer of the Canonlcus; bombardments 
of Fort Fisher ; occnpation of Charleston. 

Colby, Edward P., Surgeon of the William G. Anderson. 

Cowley, Charles, Paymaster of tlie Lehigb; Fleet-Judge-Advo- 
cate, Statf of Admiral DaMgren; two days' bombardment of 
Fort Sumter; eight days' bombardment of Fort Pemberton 
and the batteries on the Slono; battles of Honey Hill and 
Gregory's Landing; occupation of Savannali and Charles- 
ton;* blown up in Santee River by a torpedo, which de- 
stroyed Dahlgren's Flagship, Harvest Moon ; re conn oite ring 
expedition to Cuba. 

De Arville, Louis, Engineer of the Fort Donelson. 

Dennis, William H., Assistant, Coast Snrvej. 

Eaton, Joseph G., Midshipman. 

Fuller, Dartns A., Engineer of the luka. 

Francis, George E., Sargeon of the Ouichlta. 

Fox, Gnstavas V., Lieutenant ; Assistant Secretary ; expeditions 
to Fort Snrater and Russia. 

Garabedian, Hetchadore P., Engineer of the Geranium. 

Garrigan, Michael, Engineer of the Malveru; bombardments of 
Fort Fisher. 

Guild, Charles F., Ensign ; Secretary to Admiral Porter; nil Poin- 
ter's engagements oa the Mississippi and at Fort Fisher; 
now Paymaster in the regular Navy. 

Guild, Charles M., Payraasterof the Shenandoah; bombardments 
of Fort Fisher; still in the service, in the Asiatic Sgnadron. 

Gilraore, John D., Engineer of the Cherokee. 

Lawrence, Alvln, Engineer of the Glaucus. 

•Had the attack on Fort Johnson, Sunday momiiig, July 4tli, I9"H, been 
directed by a ooiuiietent offlcer, Cbnrleaton wonld have been occupied eight 
rnontha earLer. Two regiments oi' infaatry and two eoctlone of artillery 
Vfere carried to Jtunes Island in boata, which were lohave left Morris Island 
at two o'clock In the morning, but were delayed till, tour o'clock. The delay 
was fatal. The attacking column ■wan repulsed, and tbe number ki1Ied< 
wounded or captured eKceeded the entire giinisoii of the fort. Among the 
Naval offleers aooonipanylng the storming coiumii was the author of tbls 
work, who was there wounded. 
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, George, Paymaster of the Pawnee; eight days' bom- 
biirdment of Fort Pcmbcrton and the batteries on Stono 
Eiver, near Charleston. 

Lawrence, George W., Engineer of the Malvern. 

Lawson, Prederick B., Snrgeon of the HontsvlUe. 

Leavltt, Erasmus D., Jr., Engineer of the Sagamore; capture of 
Appalacbicola ; bomhardments' of Tampa, Chmtabel Eiver 
Batteries, and St. Andrews. 

Leavitt, William A., Engineer of the Nita; engagement with 
batteries on the Suwannee River. 

Long, James, Ensign. 

Marthou, Joseph, Master of the Hartford ; battle of Mobile Bay ; 
still in the service. 

MoCracken, William, Mate. 

Mason, William, Engineer of the Qoaker City. 

MaKfleld, James G., Apothecary of the Osceola. 

MoDanlels, Thomas J., Engineer of the Louisiana. 

O'Bi-ien, James, Master of the Albatross. 

O'Hare, John, Mate ; killed at Fort Fisher. 

Osgood, Geortje C, Sui^eon of the Cliilllcothe. 

Gates, John H., Mate of the Congress; engagement with the 
Confederate ram Merrimac. 

Racao, Frederick W., Engineer of the Harvest Moon; occupa- 
tion of Charleston ; blown up by a torpedo tn the Santee. 

Rcenstjerna, Lars M., Engineer of the Aroostook. 

Biley, James, Engineer of the Tallahatchie. 

Scribuer, James B., Engineer.' 

Slocum, John P., Engineer. 

Snell, Alfred T., now Lieutenant Commander of the Ticonderoga; 
bombardments of Sumter, Wagner and Fisher; battles of 
Balls' Bluff and Mayport Mills ; capture of Machias Point, 
Port Royal, Jacksonville and Femandiua; wrecked in the 
Glaucus. 

Vaile, John Henry, Engineer of the Lehigh. 

Wilder, Charles B., Lieutenant ; killed In his boat by sharpshoot- 
ers, April 11, 1864. 

Wright. Emory, Paymaster of the R. R. Cuyler; bombardments 
of Fort Fisher.* 



:ae-ot tlie Wai; but the ship In whioli his most 
ereil ia tbe only one herein named. There ware 

■ho !08t their lirceiu the SaTaleevvice, I have 
ames of Uarvey S. Adams, James Bruytou, 
irsy, George Derbyshire, Mkbael Doliany, 
-, D.irid Marren, Jeremiah McCarty, Thomas McKenna, 
corpse V. Parka, Alliett raul. John RoHch, David B. Ti] ton, 
ad, John Driscoll, John Chandler and Edward Garritj. 
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Abbott, Edward G.. Capt, 

Mai., A, 2; kiHed at C" 

taio.'Au^atSth, 1B62. 
Abbott, Fletcher M., CapL, Staff of 

Gen. William Dwight. 
Abbott, Heniy L,,Maj. atid BMV.Brig. 

Gen., 20; killed at the Wiideraesa, 

may aih, 1804. 
Allen, Edwin, lat U., 78 U. S. Col. I. 
Ames, Jchn W., Col., 6 U. 8. C. T., 

aiid Brev. Brig. Gen. 
AylinK, Auirustua U., 1st l.t., D, 29. 
Bailev, Walter S., Capt. 23. 
B«aii; Jam«s W., Ist U., 7 Batt. 
Blanchftrcl, C. F., Capt.. B, 30; died 

January 9U, 18M, aged f 



and Bre' 



t Lt. 



Blood, Andrew, t:apl., H, 26. 
Sonne?, Setli, Maj., 26; nov 

27tli" LI. S. liiftiiitiy. 
Bnvd, Hugb, Ist Lt., 1, 16. 
Braiv, James W., Capt., 9 Md. 
Brady, Allen G., Col., and Urev. Brig. 

Brariirt-, William H., Surg., 7 Bait. 

BraUt. 'James G.,Suri'.. 26; died Jan- 
uary ii, ISB8, aged 30. 

BnrKeaB, Ohariea W., Capt., I. 30. 

Barniiain, Walter, Ist Lt., and Itrev. 
tlai', Engineers. 

Busli, francis, IM LL. Q. M., 4i. 

Bush, George, Cant., 1), 13; killed at 
UhanL-elU'Teville, April 80. ISS?. 

Bush. Jumsph, Capt., 1 Vl, j uuw Brev 
M^yuraiU. 8- ■-"-•- 



Cleaveland, John P., Chaplain, SO. 
Cobum.. Charles H., 1st Lt., 1 U. 8. 

Col. C«v. 
Colton, Chariea C, 1st LI., 3 Corps da 

Afrique. 
romerford, John A., Maj., 3 Cav. 
Condon, John P., Capt, 19. 
Cooke, Homer A-, Assist. Q. M. 
Critchet^ George F., Capt., T Batt; 

died.OctoberSO. 1S63. 
Croft, Frederick, 2nd Lt., B, 19. 
Crosby, William D., Cnpt., 21. 
Lrowfsy, Palriek E., Ist I.t., 30. 
Crowley, Timothy A., Capt., F, 80; 

died at New Orieans, Oct. 5, 1S69. 
Crowley ,'riRiothy B,, Capt., and Brev. 

Mai., B, ION. H. 
Currier, Charies M., 1st Lt., 4 N. H, 
Curry, i'alrlck, 2nd Lt.. 3 Cav. 
Dana,J. J.. Brer Brig. Gen. 
Uanforth, Henry, Capt., 40. 
llame, l.orin L., Lt., 15 Batt. 
IJarracfltt, James K., 1st Lt., E, 16; 

killed at Manassas, August 29, 1802. 
Davis, Georj-e K, Adj., 28. 
Uavis, Fhineas A., Capt., T Batt., and 

AssL Adj. Gen.,Stafl' of Gen. K. S. 

Foster. 
neming,Jobn F, Adjutant, 109 Penn. 
'levoll, Andrew J., and Lt., T Batt; 

dismissed. 



Dieken 



Cav, 



., Mtj. Gen. 
Caldwell. John A. 1.^ lat Lt., 4 
Carev, I'aten M., 2iid Lt., 3 ('av. 
Carlf, .A.ionzo W., Staff, 2 Ind. 
Carney, Goorga J., ftlajor. Staff 
-■ 1. Butler 



Cam 



I', Jainea,2nd Lt„ H, 3 



kennan, George M., Capt., 



St Lt., 



iiaboe, Miebaol T., Brig. Gen. 
l^udJev. John G., Capt., tJO. 
'^ — -u,F:zekiel W., Ist Lt.,H,2B. 

, Charles G. A., 8ur)i-, 17- 

Kllioll, Richard A.. Capt., 2 La. 
■iraeison, Charies F., 2nd LI., 36 
^uiersno, Moses C, Lt., Corps de 
Afrique 



I'n'pt. G,i9; killed at Frfdarioks- 
hurg, Dec. 13, 1813, aged 28. : 

ark, Oharies F-, lat Lt., Corps de 



ICnglan 



, Thomi 



, 1st I-t., 



irson, James, Capt., B, 30. 
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Ferris, Engene W., Capt., D, 33, 

I'arria, Marsh A., Cant-, D, 30. 

Field, David C. G., 1st Lt , Gen. Bai- 
ler's Staff, 

Field, George W., Capt., 59,' 

FLdeld. WllTiam A., lat Lt., 59. 

Fish, Obed M., Capt,, 3 Art. 

Fiske, Edward A., Mai., 30. 

Kiake, William O,, Brev, Brig, Gen. 

Follansbco, Georee, Capt., 1 H. A. 

Fester, Knoeh 1st I.L, A, Bj died 
July SI, 1863. 

Foster, John D., tat Lt., G, 80. 

Fox, LoreHZO S., Asst. onrg., 28. 

FranciN, George E., Asst. Surg. 

Francis, James, Lt. Col., Q, and Div, 
Inspector, Staff of Get). Williams. 

Frost. Beniamin W,, Capt., H, 20 

Fuller, Henry A,, Snd Lt., F, 30. 

Fuller, LucinB O., 2iid Lt., F, 26. 

Gage, Daniel P,, Asst. Surg , 33. 

Gefi-ay, Joseph, Col,, 57, and Brev. 

George, Albert, 1st Lt,, U Batt, 
George, John t., Capt., G, 2. 
Geoi^, Paul B,, Assistant ' Qnarter- 

maiiter; r^ected by tbe Senate; 

died Feb, SO, 18G1, aged 56. 
Gil man, John H., Asst. Surg., 10. 
Greenwood, Frank W., Capt , La. 
Grimesi David E.. Capt., IB; died 
"5, aged 39. 



n., Staff of Gen. Butler; 

died at New Orleans, Julv 8, 1866, 

aged .36. 
HaU, James, Lt , N, Y.; killed in 

battle. 
Hull, Wiiithrnp H., A^., 98 Me. 
Harwood, John, Asat. Sorg,, 10 IT. H; 

died March 16,1363. 
Hastings, Ubarles, 2ad Lt„ 2. 
Hayward, Asa Fj., 1st Lt, 21: killed 

at Petersburg, Jaly 30, 1861, 
Hill, James E. 
Hill, John B., 1st Lt., 17. 
Hinckley, Wallace, Adj., 2 H. Ait; 

died atBe'au{brt,Sept.l,'e5,ag,21. 
Hixon, Lloyd W., Asst. Snrg, 13. 
Homer, Charles W., Chaplain, 10, 
Hopkins, Charles S., Assist. Q, M., 
Hopkins, James A., Capt., 17 U. S, 

Howe, PImy R., 2iid Lt„ H, 3S. 
Howe, H. Warren, Capt., 30. 
Hubbard, William E., Lt„ 8 S. H. 
20 



1, James F., Capt,, 15 Ohio 



Johnson, Andrew J., Ist Lt., A, 28. 
Johnston, Brent, Jr., Major, F, 80. 
Johnston, Thomas B., Capt., B, 30. 
Jones, Charles E , Capt., 33. 
Kelsey, Jeremiah, A, 2. 
Kelley, Thomas, IstLt., 30. 
Kelty, Eugene, Capt,, I, 30. 
Knanp, Charles M.„Q. it, C T. 
Ladd, Jonathan, Pay m'r; dismissed. 
Lamson, Heniy P., Lt., F, 30. 
Lamson, William H., Major, 83; died 

June 25, 1866, aged 36. 
Lawrence, George P., Paymaster. 
Lawson, Heniy T., Major, 2 H, A, ; 

died Oct, 1, 1384, at Newbern. 
Lawson, John, Capt., 2 Art. 
Leach, Ivory, 2nd Lt., 3 Sharp Shoot. 
LeightOD, Walter B., Asst. Surg., 18S 

Penn. 
Lord, Charles P , 1st Lt-, F, 8 Me. 
Longer, William F., 1st Lt,, C, 2 Art. 
Loverin, William F,, Ist Lt., C, 80. 
Lnndy, Francis H., lat Lt,, E, 3; 

served in the British Army, in the 

Crimea, 
Madden, James, Captain, 10 N. H.; 

killed at Potersbuig, June 3, 1861. 
Magee, D. A., Capt., 2 Cay. 
Magiure, MicliarfT, H,, 1st Lt., 10 

N. H. 
Mansfield, Francis, Chaplain, N. Y. 
Marsb, Salem S., Capt., 2 U. S. In- 

fantrr; killed at ChaacellorsviUe, 

May 1, 1883. 
Marston, William W,, Capt-, 12 La. 
Masfield, Jared P., 2iid Lt., 3 Cav. 
McAlpine, Thomas U., 1st Lt., T, R. C. 
MeAlpine, William T., let Li, C, 3. 
McAnulty, Peter, let Lt., G, 19, 
McClafterty, Matthew J,, Maj. 
McCurdv, William Q., 1st Lt , 7 Batt, 
McGee, James, Major, 3 Cav. 
McLaughlin, James, 2nd Lt.,10H H. 
McQuade, Frank, Major, 11. 
Mead, Samuel H., Lt, 69; died July 

26,1864. 
Merserve, Henry, and Lt., 33. 
Miles, William H., 1st Lt, 2, 
Minasaian, Simon G., Asst. Snrg. 
Mitchell, John, 11 D, S. Infantry. 
Morrill, Edmund p., 2nd I.I., 16 Baft. 
Mower, Joseph A., Col. and Brev- 

Maj. Gen. 
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(Jold Harbor, kay 31, 18B1. 
Munaey, Alfred T., Cspt., 1 La. 
Mnrfcland, John, Capt.,B, 16; fciUed 

at QattyabiirB, Jnly 3, 1863. 
MBrphy, Daniel J., 2nd Lt., 1, 19. 
NflBdhiHn, Herbert A., 2nd Lt., H, 33. 
KorerosB, Frederick M,, Aast. Q. M. 
Norcroas, Nicbolaa W., I^ymaater. 
Hovea, Edward J., Mai., 1 Tex. €av. 
O'Hare, Thomas, CapL-G, 16. 
PftiHS, Patrick, Brid Lt., 10 N. H. 
Parker, John M. G., Q. M., 30. 



Parai 



3 Car. 



,, inT., iBt Lt., G, --. 

Pearson, Timolhy, Capt.,'15 Batt. 
PendsrgaBt, Richard, let Lt., B, 2, 
Perkins, Solon A., Ist Lt. and Brev 

Maj., 3 Cavaliy; killed at Clinton, 

June 3, 1863. 
Philbrick, Caleb, CapL, G, 33. 
Pickering, George A., lat Lt., 33. 
Finder, Albert, let Lt, 59. ■ 
Poor, ffliai'lea E., Ist Lt., 38 Col. U. S. 
Fresoott, D. Moody, Capt., F, 38. 
Preseott, Frank O'., 1st Lieut., F, 33. 
Proctor, Patrick S.,Capt., D,16; died- 

March 1,1867. 
Pnlcito, Alfred H., Capt., 2 H. A. 
Pnlcifer, John C, 2nd Lt., 3 Art. 
Eaed, Geo^a E., Bnd Lt., C, 30. 
Heed, Nathaniel K., lat Lt., 30. 
Beed, Phillip, and Lt., D. S. A. 
Kicharda, William H. H., lat Lt., 30, 
Bicker, Williaui G. A., lat Lt., Col. 

Cry. 
Richardson, Charlfls H., Bnd LL, 28. 
Eobinaon, Charles S., 3 Lt., 7 Batt. 
Eobinaon, J. A. A., 2nd Lt., 1 Col. U. 

S. Inlantry. 
Roby, George W., 1st Lt., B, 22, 
Boohe, David W., Capt,, K, 16 ; kitled 

at GettysbuiK, Jnly 3, '""" 
Roche, Mat ■ ^'- ■ * ■ ' 

Rose, George W., 2ad Lt., A, 33. 
RowB, John, Capt., E, IS; died Jnne 
24, 1864, In Libby Prisoi 



oe,lst Lt., H. A,; 



Rowse, Albert, lat Lt,, 15 Batt, 
Russell, Daniel W,,Capt., B, 10 N. H.; 

killed at Cold Harbor. 
Ruaaell, Daniel, Lt., JJ. Y,; died in 

the service. 
Sanborn, E. K., Snrgeon, 31; died at 

at Ship Island, AprU 3, 1863. 
Sawtell, Josiah A., i.t. Col., 36. 
Skinner, Theodore R., 1st Lt. 
Savyer, Nathan D. A,,Capt. A, 2. 
Sinclair, Henry A., 2n(l Lt., 38. 
Smith, Stephen B., Adjutant, 2S. 
Shaw, Uaniel W., 1st Lt., 26. 
Shipley, Samuel D., Lt. Col., 30. 
Short, Richard H., Ist Lt., 10 N. H. 
Sladen, Joseph A.; Ist Lt., and Btev. 

Capt.,26 U.S.A. 
Smith, Walter S., Capt., B, 11. 
Snow, William H., Adj., 3 Art. 
Sperry, H. Austin, Capt., 30. 
Sperry, Charlea, lat Lt 
Stevena, George W., Adjutant. 23 0. 
Storer, Newman W,, Capt., 7 Batt. 
Sullivan, Francis, lat Lt., 16 N. T. 
Thompaon, James B., Bud Lt.,' G, 18. 
Thompson, Joseph P., 1st Lt , G, 33. 
Tierney, Peter, 2nd Lt., 30, 
TilCon, Warren W., 2nd J,t., 19. 
Vaila, Edward, lot Lt., 30. 
Vance, William G., Lt., V. R, C. 
Varnum, John, Capt., U. S. 0. T. 
Warren, Benjamin, Capt,, D, 26. 
Warren, Thomas A., lat Lt, F, 30. 
Wangh. Archibald, lat Lt,, A, 33, 
Webster, Peter L,, 2, H. A. 
WebBtet, William P., Provost Judge, 

Eaalern Virginia. 
Weymouth, Hamson G, O., Maj,, U.S. 

Southern Volunteers. 
Wheldon, Charles M., Lt. Col., C. T, 
Whiting, Joaeph B., 3nd Lt, D, 26. 
Wiley, Wilfiam I., Capt, Coi. La. 
Willey, WilUam H., 3nd Lt, A, 28. 
Williams, Charlea H., 2nd Lt , 7 Batt. 
Williamson, David H., Adj., 11. 
Winn, George B., Capt., 3 La. Col, 
Yeaton, Reuben F., Capt., 1 La. Cav. 
Yonng. William, Bnd Lt., B, II. 
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LOWELL SOLDIERS WHO MED IN SEEVICE DUEING 
THE EEBELLION.^ 



" On Fame's eternal camping j 

Tbdr eilent teats nre epres 

And Glory guards with solen 

The Mvooac of the dead." 



AbboK, Samael D., 1 ShacpshooterB 
Adums. Gharlea A,, Sergt,, F, 33 
Allen, GeoiKe S,, 1 Stiatyaliooters 
AnaaW, Atia E., 1, 18 
Anld, Jumes 1., 12 Batt 
An3tlii,8BthJ.,A,83 
EabuDck, Alanzo 3., SeTgt., H, 3 
Badger, WUlard P.,F, SS 
Baker, Daniel W., G, 3 N H 



Barry, Eilwari G, 20 

Bil'.retl, John, H, 80 
Bartlett, QDenezBc H., T Batt 
Baj'ttett, ICeaben A., i Batt 
BaHroin, Wallace. A, 2 
BasBetc, Josaph C, sevRt., A, i 
Beau, Lymaa W., 1 N H B:ttt 
Bean, William H.,B, II) 
Bicklord, Cbarles H., B, 2 
BIctfoM, WiUiam H., Seiyt., D. : 
BlessingtoD, Bernard, V., 1 
Ble^elngCDU, Hm;h, B, 30 
Blodgett, John F-,0, 30 
ndhonantGeotge w., Corp., F, .!■ 
Bon-den, £111831,6, 33 
Bowles, Ira, H, H 
Bradford, William. B, 11 
Br.-ult, Charles A., C,il 



Broivn, Eobert, 7 Batt 



B™wn, Joseph] 
BuUard, Willian 



;e designated, the orj;. 



Bnrne, John, I 
Burns, Thomas, I, K 
liunh, James M., 2 K. H. 
Bnttemeld, Frank S., D, 38 
Bnttecworth, John, Ellsworth's Zou- 

BuxWu, Cteorge W., Corp., A, 2 

Cadwell, Chiules D., 7 Batt 

Cain, (ieorge W., Corp.. B, 19 

Caldwell, (JharleB, G.lff 

Camea, Thomas, I, SI 

Carpenter, Uenrr A., 1 Batt 

CajTolt, Peter, S, M 

CacroB, Uaiiiu, <i, SO 

CasBldy, Francis, G, 18 

CaiilMd, AlA-Bd J. , T Batt 

Chase, Voluey P., A, IB 

Chase, WIl^'Dn, 7 Batt 

Cheever, WilliamB., A, SO 

Christie, Itobert, B, 9 

Colli), Andrew J., D, 8S 

Ounaor, Timothy, G, 33 

Connor. JamesTli, 2 H A 

Cnonerv, John, I, B Conn 

Clark, Franois W.. D. M 

Chirk, HenfvA., C, 84. 

Cleaveland, Harmon, 7 Batt 

Clement'!, Abraham. B. ll 

Clink, Richard W., Corp., B, 11 

Cot^klin.John, B.SO 

Cole, Albert G.,4>B 

Cole, Darid W,, aso 

Oollins, Timothy, B, 10 

Comei-furd, Willulm H., A, SS 

Conahy, James, IJS SI I 

Conhin, James, G, 31 

Conlan, John, G,38 

Conley, James £., 9 H Art 

Cook, Barnabas, B, 26 

Cook, WilUam P., F, 33 

Cooper, George, K, *5 
Christian name of Ihe soldier, the letter 
Is regiment or battery. When not other 
I longed to Maseachusetla. 
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CoT,EllabiV.,K.a 



Craiioi-e, \,uiirino n ., ji, -ju 
Crosby, Fpeileriok A., Corp., C, a 
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